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PREFACE. | 


Dar ann HE great Concerns of Fu- 
'S 2.30.9 wy turity, call aloud upon e- 
very individual Member 
of Chriſt's Body in: their 
ſeveral Offices to be as 
4 uſeful in their proper Places 
| as their proportion'd Abi- 

lities can render them; that they may not 
be idle and indolent in this ſhort and mo- 
mentary State of Tryal and Approbation ; 
and whoever hath entered himſelf a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt muſt be faithful in his Service 
and ſtrive to promote the Intereſt of his 
Kingdom fo far as his Abilities can reach in 
the Improvements of the Talents commutted 8 | 
to his Truſt. . 
A. 3-7 14:14 Fer 
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For whoever are endued with a Knows- 
ledge of their Duty to God mult be ſenſible 
that it is their Duty to have the ſpiritual 
Welfare of others alſo at Heart, and by all 
poſſible Means to endeavour to help for- 
ward and promote it aceording to their ſeve- 
ral Stations, Relations, Capacities, Con- 
cerns, Affairs, Truſts, Abilities, Endow- 
ments, and Qualifications. 


All which being diſcharg'd, according to 
their ſeveral Engagements, will render the 
chargers thereof uleſul Members of the 
ody of Chriſt, and by how much the more 
uſeful any of Chriſt's Members ſhall render 
themſelves in his Church Militant (while 
at the ſame Time they do not only inſtruct 
others, but alſo govern their own Actions 
by the Goſpel Precepts) by fo much the 
more ſhall their Glories {hine in his Church 
Triumphant. 


For whoever ſhall be nh bat. 
the Accounts of his Stewardſhip with Joy, 
ſhall himſelf receive the Reward of his Di- 
ligence in the Diſcharge of that Care and 
Truſt, that were here committed to him. 


We who are Laymen, are not to ſuppoſo 
that God has committed all the Care of ours 
and others Souls to thoſe, who are fet apart 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, and that no 
further Concern belongs unto us but only 
on the Account of our ſelves in our own pri- 
vate 


The PREFACE wi 
vate Devotions, and publick Attendance at 
Divine Service, as if this was ſufficient for 
us; who are only to regard our . as 
Men in private Circumſtances and not to 
ſhew our ſelves buſy in Ak of Religion 
any turther than it ſuits the Care of our ' OWN 
Souls, of our Families. 


Indeed where private Capacitiescan rack 
no further, it is well where this is but ma- 
naged with that true Concern it requires; 

I cowd heartily wiſh this Care was 
taken by every Head of the Family, and 
allo by every capable Member of it; by 
which true Virtue and pure Religion wou'd 

much more flouriſh and abound than it 75 
nerall — for I doubt e bes 
a eligion in private Fami 

each one wou'd be inelin'd to be exhorting 
one another daily, while it is called to Day, 
left any one ſhow dhe harder d thro _—_ 
corefalneſs of Sin. 


Thro? che neglect of which Duty, ofevery 
one in their proper Places and Stations, we 
find, that, notwithſtanding the many Calls 
from the Pulpit, Sin is {fl a very thriving 
Commodity amongſt us, ſo that the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel ſee need of all the Helps 
that can be afforded them ro ſuppreſs Vice 
and encourage Virtue ; and whoever can add 
to the Suecels:of their Labours, I doubr not, 
will not only meet with their Encov 
ment and Approbation, but the Anſwer of 
a * Conſcience towards God in the Diſ- 

9a 4 charge 
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charge of ſo great a Chriſtian Duty propor- 
tion'd to his Abilities and Circumſtances. | 


Which Conſiderations, with an impartial 
Concern for. the ſpiritual Welfare of all 
Mankind, have induc'd me to make the fol- 
lowing Attempt to promote it: In which I 
am far from uſurping upon the Sacred Office 
of the Clergy, to whom I owe the moſt 
venerable Reſpects, whoſe Labours will be 
ſtill the ſame, notwithſtanding mine, which 
I delire may have their proper and intended 
Effects, for the carrying on the great Con- 
cerns of our ſpiritual Welfare. 


But for want of the Laity, in their ſeve- 
ral Places and Stations, chiming in with the 
Clergy to ſuppreſs Vice and Profaneneſs we: 
ſee by woful Fxperience that many of the 
Youth of theſe Days return ſpeedily to the 
Commiſſion of thoſe very Sins, which they 
have heard very ſharply reprov'd from the 
Pulpit ; and that too as ſoon as they are 
from under the Inſpection of the Miniſter: 


Whereas were the Inſtructions and Re- 
proofs from the Pulpit ſeconded by the do- 
meſtick Admonitions and ſeaſonable Cor- 
rections, when neceſſary, of the Overſeers 
of Families; did Parents take Care to ſup- 
preſs Vice and encourage Virtue in their 
Children, Maſters in their Servants and all 
Superiors in their Inferiors, and every one 
lay to a helping Hand according to their 
ſeveral Improvements and Places, then might 
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we hope to ſee the Evil of Sin to decreaſe, 
and the Practice of Piety to flouriſn; ſince 
this would mightily help forward their La- 
bours, who now in great Meaſure have 
Cauſe to complain with the Prophet of Old, 
Lord who believed our Report? or to whom 
hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed? 


Now as I cannot be an idle Spectator in- 
to the common Ways and Follies of the 
World, and paſs by without Concern to ſee 
ſo many taken up with guilded Toys and 
empty Deluſions inſtead of Happineſa, I 
have thought my ſelf obliged, thro? 
my compaſſionate Concern for | ſuch, 
who ſeem to have loſt all ſenſe of Care 
or Concern for themſelves, to attempt their 
Recovery from ſuch Follies; and to direct 
others in the true Road to Happineſs with- 
out turning aſide. from it, who have had the 
Advantages: of a good Education and an 
early Piety. R in i 5 01 14351 

By which Attempt TI ſhall find the Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience within my ſelf; hav- 
ing been induc'd thereto not only trom my 
extenſive Charity to Mankind; but alſo that 
I might not appear before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt as a ſlothtul and unfaithful 
Servant, and an unfruittul Member of his 
Church. | . 


Theſe have been the prevailing Motives 
with me to draw up the following Diſ- 
courſes, 


courſes, and the mean Circumſtances I am 
under, thro* Misfortunes in Trade, have in- 
duc'd me to the more Pains and Diligence 
in the Propagation of em, by ſeeking Sub · 
fſcriptions for em; from whence I would 

alſo hope that they may the more rally 
anſwer my Defign in promoting of Truth, 
Religion, and Virtue, which is my chief 
End and Aim in the following Work. 


is chiefly the Product of my own Ex- 
perience and Speculations, whicli have been 
all the Library, I am at preſent furniſh'd 
with, of any Advantage to me in this Un- 
dertaking, except my Bible. 


My Genius alſo labouring under the Dif 
advantages of having no Academical Learn- 
mg for its Improvement, and Cultivation, 
was one of the chief Cauſes that kept me 
back from endeavouring to render my felt 
uſeful to the World in the like Services till 
lately; imagining my ſelf incapable to ex- 
preſs my Thoughts in that proper Language 
and Stile becoming an Author, and fit to 
promote what I couꝰd heartily with I might 

be an Inſtrument of. | 


Notwithſtanding being preſs'd in Mind 
to publiſh ſome of my Thoughts to the 
World which I had neglected on the Ac- 
count and Reaſons aforeſaid, I- thereupon 
drew up and publiſh'd my two Books of 
Philoſophical Meditations, which having 
met with a more than expected Entertain- | 

ment 
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| ment and Approvetion, | am the more en- 


couraged to make the following Attempr-of 


being yet further Ufeful-and Servictable in 


my Generation; and have accordingly a- 


dapted my preſent Diſcoutſes to the more 


common Capacities; and I hope my former 
have been and will be of general advine | 
to all confiderate Readers, and induce t 
Curious to ſearch into the Beauty of Nature, 
and = adore, love, fear, ſexve, and obey its 
Author. Dae 09.102 


The-chief-Comfort I enjoy d in Adverſi- 
ty was an in ward Satisfaction of Mind from 
my honeſt Deſigns and Intentions, which I 
hope I ſhall ever continue; the only Re- 
flection I found upon it, was, that I had not 
done ſomething in a publickWay to advance 
the ſpiritual Weltare of others, which from 
my Childhood I had mightily deſired I 
might become an Inſtrument of. 


To remove which Reflection, I drew up 
my former Works, and from their kind Re- 
ception I am encouraged to hope that this 
preſent Undertaking will ſtill add to the Spi- 


ritual Advantage of Mankind, which I have, 


ever ſince I was capable of Conſideration, 


had ar Heart: And whether The led by the 


Spirit of Truth or Enthuſiaſm I leave to the 
impartial! Cenſure of thoſe judicious Rea- 
ders, who are capable to try the Spirits, 
and between which I have, in the latter 
End of this Diſcourſe, I think, made a clear 
DiftinQion in a Marginal Note. 1 
* 


8 
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My Method and Stile muſt labour under 
ſome Diſadvantages, for want of more ac- 
quired n but having end eavour'd 
to expreſs my Thoughts in tlie beſt Lan- 
guage my ſmall Learning has furniſh'd me 
with, I doubt not but in chis as well as my 
former Works, all judicious Men will par- 
don my Deficiencies in that Kind, and ac- 
cept of my honeſt Intentions, which are de- 
ſign'd to weaken the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and to advance the Truths of the Goſpel of 
Peace: To which End, may the Bleſſing of 
God attend them. i G 177 3 
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Ina VIEW of the ſeveral 


"en of Human Life, &c. 


E Great End of our coming 
Fe into the World, whereinour 
| Abode is very ſhort and un- 
certain, is not to pleaſe and 
Sw: gratify the corrupt Inclina- 
l tions of the bodily Senſes, 
uu and to indulge our natural 
Diſpoſitions in whatever we ſhall find pleafing 
and agreeable to our brutal Appetites, and fleſh- 
ly Defires z but in more ſublime and ſpiritual 
Employments to fit and prepare us for another 
State, which after our leaving this will be per- 
manent and durable to all Eternity, 


Ax o 
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An po as this is the chief and only End of our 
being here, we are not here to expect any com- 
pleat Happineſs, but ought to employ our Time 
in a due Preparation for that future Happineſs, 
which may be obtain'd by our preſent and ear- 
neſt Endeavours after it. | 

HEN E we are brought into the World, as in- 
to a Wilderneſs ; we are journey ing thro! it to 
a Land of Promiſe, which by an Eye of Faith 
we may ſee, and by Patience obtain, if we tra- 
vel with Courage and Conſtancy, in Ways deli. 
neated, -ſhew'd, and directed us in the ſacred 
revealed Will of our Creator; and turn not aſide 
therefrom thro' Giants and Monſters, who will 
attack us in our ſpiritual Journey. 

Bur fince we ſhall meet with many frightful 
Enemies in our Progreſs thither, and it not 
being attain'd without many Hazards and Diffi- 
cu ties; a good Proviſion in our ſetting out, 
and ſufficient for the carrying us on, and con- 
tinuing. us in a right Road to our deſired Ha- 
ven, is above all Things necefſary. 

I 5sHALL therefore, in order to ſecure our 
ſafe Arrival at this Haven of Reſt, take a View 
of the ſeveral Stages of human Life, 

As Firſt, I ſhall obſerve ſomething in Rela- 
tion to our coming into the World. 

24ly, I sHALL conſider our fitſt Glim- 
merings of Reaſon and Knowledge, and direct 
thoſe who have the Government of Children, 
how to guard them in thoſe innocent Days a- 
gainſt the Corruptions, that preſently offer 
themſelves, and tend to deprive them of that 
Innocence, they are then endued with. | 
| 3% ! 
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34. 1. $HALL give Directions to thoſe of 
further Years, who ſhall be capable of hark- 
ening to inſtruction, how to. employ their 
Tim? jnnocently, and to guard 1 heiagded | 


into the way of Deſtruftion, _ 

4thly, T $HALL endeavour to Confirm and 
Strengthen thoſe of riper Years in the Ways of 
Religion and Virtue. 

5thly. I SHALL endeavour to purſuade ſuch, 
who have been overcome by bad Examples, or 
enticing Gratifications, and who are hereby in 
the Snare of the Devil to return ſpeedily from 
their preſent imminent. Danger to an hearty 
Sorrow for their loſt Time, and to make good 
the great Buſineſs for which they were ſent in- 
to the World. 

6thly. ISHALL encourage all to perſevere in 
a Courſe of Godlineſs without wearineſs. 

Ax p Laſtly, ſhew the Advantages that will 
be reaped by thoſe, who, hold out to the End, 
without turning aſide after that which profits 
not. | 


SECT. .L. 
Of our coming into the World. 


HE Great Creator of all Things has been 

from Eternity, neceſſarily Exiſtent, infi- 
nitely perfect in Himſelf ; and remain'd in the 
Unity of his Divine Efence, in undivided, un- 
communicated Perfections, before the Creation 
of Worlds and Inhabitants, and that he might 
com- 


- 


* 
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communicate his Perfections, diſtinguiſh'd the 
Eſſence of his Godhead into Father, Word, 
and Holy Spirit. pf is | 
By which Word, (which 1s called his only 
Son, beloved Son, &:.) he began his Creations 
of Worlds and Inhabitants ; as likewiſe of Spi- 
ritual Beings, viz. Angels, who ſhou'd be ſer- 
viceable to ſuch Purpoſes, as his Wiſdom ſhow'd 
appoint amongſt the Teſt of his Works, who 
had not ſo near an Approach to his Preſence, 
and were not ſo near his Attendance, . 
Now the Angels being of the higheſt Intelli- 
gence of created Beings, muſt have ſuch Duties 
of Allegience enjoyn'd them which they ſhou'd 
not deviate from, nor arrogate to themſelves an 
Affectation of Divine Honours and Worſhip from 
any of the reſt of God's Creatures, that were, or 
fhou'd be made of inferior Intelligences; ſince 
it muſt neceſſarily bring. Diſorder and Confuſion 
into the Creation, for God to give his Honour 
and Worſhip to any created Being whatſoever. 
Bu T this vain Attempt being made by the 


Pride and Arrogance of Lucifer, a fallen *Angel, 
| and 


* — 1 


— 


* That this was the Sin of the Apoſtate Angels, I think, 
will appear from their Affectation of Divine Worſhip and Hon- 
ours from Mankind, by ſetting up themſelves as the Object; of 
human Worſhip all over the World, wherever they cou'd be 
ſo receiv'd, an appearing as Deities, and anſwering human 
Enquiries in Oracles. | 2 ” 
And fo far did the Devil carry this AﬀeRation, that he at- 
tempted to become the Obje& of the Worſhip of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and offer'd him all the Kingdoms of the World and the 
Glories of 'em to fall down and worſhip him. x 
And as this ſnews the Devil's Attempts to ſet himſelf up as 
the ObjeR of divine Worſhip, ſo it appears moſt probable x 


LS 


* 
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and an innumerable Multitude of his Followers 
in Conſ piracy with him; they thereby forfeited 
the Happineſs of that State wherein they were 
created, and were accordingly baniſh'd that 
Blefſedneſs, that accompanied the Satisfaction 


— A* the Sin of his Apoſtacy, ſince he ſtill continues to 
rſiſt in it. 

But our Bleſſed Saviour's Anſwer, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve,” Directs 
us to the only proper Object of our Worſhip, viz, The Lord 
God, and him ONLY, therefore the Lord God is the ONLY 
Object of Worſhip. It 

Now our Bleſſed Saviour is himſelf the Object of the Wor- 
ſhip of every Creature both in Heaven and Earth : Phil. ii. 10. 
« Letall the Angels of God worſhip him.” Heb. i. 6. being 
himſelf the Creator of em all, for “ by him were all Things 
* created that are in Heaven and that are in Earth, viſible and 
« inviſible.” Col. i. 16. 

Is it not then very abſurd to imagine that Chriſt ſhou'd be 
a Creature himſelf ? which if ſo, cou'd not be the Object of 
the Worſhip of every Creature, ONLY belonging to the Lord 
God. And it is {till as abſurd to imagine a Creature to be the 
Creator of all Things ; even of all the Syſtems of Bodies inthe 
whole Univerſe, and to give Motion, Laws and Limits to em, 
that they cannot of themſelves tranſgreſs. 

Now to be the Creator of all theie inanimate Bodies, and of 
all their Inhabitants rational and irrational, together with the 
Spiritual Inhabitants of the Heavens, muſt be an Act of Al-. 
mighty Power in the unoriginated Exiſtence, which can never 
be transferr'd to a created Being, for then wou'd God give his 
Power and Honour to another, which he has told us he will 
not. Beſides, . | 

Thoſe who wou'd imagine eur Saviour a created or made 
God, run into the Error they ſeek to avoid, in making a Plu- 
rality of Gods. That he was the Creator of all Things, that 
were created, is fully manifeſt from Revelation: And om his 
being the true Obje of the worſhip of every Creature, 10 Crea- 
ture being exempt from the worſhip of him ; thenit wou'd fol- 
low, that if he was a Creature, he was oblig'd to worſhip him- 
ſelf, the mention of which ſhews it Abſurdity. 

The ſumm of all is, That Divine Worſhip ONLY belongs 
to the Lord thy God; and as this is manifeſtly a Prerogative be- 
longing to our bleſſed Saviour, as above prov'd, he muſt neceſſa- 
rily be, the Lord thy God, in the Unity of the Divine Exiſtence 
Hom Eternity. 
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18 A Journey thro the Wo x L p. 
of thoſe other Angels, who thankfully accepted 
that holy and pure Eſtate in which God in Wiſ- 


dom had created and placed them; upon which 
right Choice they are now for ever confirm'd in 


the Fruition of perfect Happineſs, perfectly ſa- 
tisfied in the communicable Goodneſs of their 
Creator, without aſpiring after the unattainable 
Perfect ions of that Worſhip and Honour that 
only of Right can belong unto God; and which 
for any Creature to attempt a Reſemblance of, 


muſt be ſuch a Treaſon, that even the very na- 


ture of it muſt diſappoint the Hopes of ſuch 
Apoſtates, who, by climbing out of their Reach, 
muſt neceſſarily fall into Perdition and Confuſion, 
fince the Prerogative of Divine Worſhip and 


Honours is ſolely belonging to the unoriginated 


Exiſtence, as a Tribute from all his Creatures. 

AND now as to the Creation of Man: We 
find our ſelves in Being, we know we began to 
exiſt but how and when we are ſo ignorant of 
that many have imagin'd we had an exiſtence be- 
fore that wenow enjoy in the Body, viz. a Spi- 
ritual one ; and that God, for ſome Reaſon of 
Diſpleaſure, thro! ſome Miſcarriages in us in 
that ſpiritual State, has ſent us into this World 


for a further Tryal and Approbation of us. 


Bur I do not know one of this Perſuaſion, 
who pretend to remember any Tranſactions of 
their pre- exiſtent State any more than if they 
had had no pre- exiſtence at all; to ſolve which 
the Ancients (for it is an old Imagination) have 
told us that upon our Paſſage from that State 
to this World, we were oblig'd to drink of the 
River Oblivion, whereby we utterly forgot all 
our former Tranſactions. Bur 
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Bor not to mention the fabulous Stories of 
the fictitious Poets, buttoenquire into the Mo- 
dern Notions of the Defendants of this Perſua- 
_ fron; tis alſo allow'd by them that all our for- 
mer Occurrances are utterly forgotten, Then 


wou'd ask to what End are we remoy'd from 
one State to another for a further Approbati- 


on of our Actions? 

We are aflur'd from Scripture that we ſhall 
be judg'd by our Actions, and that the Re- 
membrance of em will in part be a Reward to 
Virtuous, or a Puniſhment to Vicious ones when 
remov'd from our preſent State; and therefore 
if a Remembrance of our Actions! in a different 
State to this will be part of the Reward or Pu- 
niſhment of em; it wou'd ſeem unreaſonable 
that we ſhou'd be ſent hither for ſome falſe 
Steps we had taken in a pre-exiftent State, 
which we ſhou'd utterly forget, and therefore 
never know how to rectify or amend. * 

Tais wild Notion of Pre- exiſtence has been 
an Inlet into ſeveral other extravagant Notions 
as that in particular of the Tranſmigration of | 


Souls, 
Wurr God created Man, we find in his re- 


veal'd Account thereof, that when God had form- 
ed his Body, he breath'd into him the Breath 
of Life, and Man became a living Soul; from 
which I obſerve, that breathing into him the 
Breath of Life, cou'd not be inſtilling into him 
a Soul pre-exiſtent, for then he wou'd not have 
become at that Juncture a living Soul, but a liv- 
ing pre-exiſtent Soul wou'd only then have ac-_ 
tuared a dead Lump of Earth, between which 


B 2 there 
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there cou d not be any Harmony and Ag ree- 
ment. 
Bur here the Body is ſo curiouſly wrought 
| in all its Organs and Parts, to admit the Circu- 
lation of the Blood and Fluids thro' all the va- 
rious Tubes and Windings of it, from the 


Heart its original Spring and Fountain, where- 
upon the Lungs do immediately aſſume their 


proper Office of breathing in the Element of 
the Air, and thus is God ſaid to breath into 
Man the Breath of Life, having ſo curiouſly 
fitted every Organ and Part to their proper 
Offices, that thro' the Circulation of the 
Blood, wherein is the Life, the Lungs are 
made capable to receive and return the Air 
by breathing as the proper Means to conti- 
nue the Union between the Soul and Bodys 
and is therefore call'd the Breath of Life, pro- 
perly belonging to it, as the Reſult of ſo a- 
mazing and Stupendious a Workmanſhip. 
80 that this is the Begining of Man's Ex- 
iſtence, who, being at firſt created after the 
Divine Image in Righteousneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs, he cou'd not receive a Soul that had 
been pre-exiſtent and guilty of any former Miſ- 
carriages to its Creator, for then God's Image 
wou'd have been thereby defac'd, but we are 
aſſur d that Adam came pure out of his Maker's 
Hands, and therefore had not defac'd the Image 
of God before his Formation, tho' he after- 
wards did by his Diſobedience to God's Com- 
mand, 
Bur it may be alledged, that tho' the Image 
of God was defac'd by Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
Vet 
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yet it may be recover'd thro! Chriſt ; and that 
if his Soul be ſuppoſed to be pre- exiſtent before 
the Formation of his Body, and that it might 
have been guilty of ſome Miſcarriages in that 
State, yet we do not know but it might be re- 
cover'd therefrom, and have the Image of God 
reſtored again to it before it aſſumed an human 
Body. 

I answeER, that then if the former Miſcar- 
riages had been made good, there wou'd have 
been no Occaſion that it ſhou'd have been ſent 
into a different State for a further Trial of its 


Obedience. 
So that the Notion of the Soul's pre- exiſtence 


does not appear to have any Foundation either 
from Scripture or Reaſon; but it is moſt reaſon- 
able to believe that our Beings here are our firſt 
Entrance into Exiſtence, which I ſhall conſider 
as our lineal Deſcent from Adum and Eve. 

For after their Formation, God ordain'd that 
a a Succeflion of their Race ſhou'd be continued 
by Means of Propagation, commanding them to 
be fruitful and multiply. 

Now it may be obſery'd, that this Comalig 
to be fruitful and multiply being given them in 
their innocent State, that the Act of Procreation 
cou'd not be the Breach of the Law of God, as 
ſome have vainly imagin'd, becauſe this Act 
wou'd have been in Compliance to a direct Com- 
mand given them in their Marriage State and 
Contract; and to command and prohibit the 
ſame Thing implies a direct Contradiction. 
Nov it appears that before our firſt Parents 

* comply d with this Command to be fruitfus 
and 
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and multiply, that they firſt tranſgreſs'd, in 
eating of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, 
which God had commanded they ſhou'd not 
which from what Account we have of it in the 
Moſaic Hiſtory appears to be the very firſt Day 
of their Creation, and it is reaſonable to ſuppole 
It was; becauſe, had the Night come before that 
Tranſgreſſion, we may imagin that they wou'd 
not have ſpent the Night without it, ſince this 
wou'd have been in Compliance to the firſt Com- 
mand given them after their Formation, and it 
being granted, that their Tranſgreſſion was on 
the firſt Day of their Creation, will in Reaſon 
eſtabliſh my Hypotheſis in my former Volumes 
of the ſimiliarity of Days and Years before their 
Fall: And for a further Illuſtration of this Sup- 
poſition, let us ſuppoſe Adam and Eve created in 
the Forepart of the Day (which was then half 
a Year long) in a perfect State of Innocence, and 
that the Fruits on the Trees in the Garden of 
Eden, where they were placed, were then in 
their Maturity, and gratefully entertaining to 
the Sight and Taſte; and they being now newly 
come out of their Maker's Hands, and privi- 
leged to take a full Satisfaction in eating of the 
Fruits of every Tree, ſave only the Tree of 
Knowledge; and then having the perfect Maſ- 
tery over themſelves to govern and demean 
their Inclinations, we may reaſonably conclude, 
that they wou'd be guilty of no Irregularities, 
while in their Innocence; and therefore beſore 
their comply ing with the Command of God to 
be fruitful and multiply (which in the Courſe 
and Order of Nature they might be diſpoſed 
to 
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to defer till the proper Seaſon of the Night,) 
being naturally directed firſt to ſupply their Ap- 
petites with wholeſome Food and Nouriſhment; 
ſo that they, in all propbability, go forth 
into the Garden to take the Pleaſures there to 
be afforded in ſeeing and taſting the Proviſions, 
that their benevolent Creator had provided and 
allow'd them; in which their Contemplations 
might excite em to Joy and Thankfulneſs, and 
to a true Complaiſancy and Delight in their 
happy State; in which they might probably 
continue till towards the Evening of the Day 
and allowing them both to be created before the 
Middle of it, or before Noon, wou'd, upon the 
former Hypotheſis, be the length of two or 
three of our Months ; which is much more 
_ reaſonable to imagine, than to ſuppoſe that all 
theſe Occurances were tranſacted within the 
Compaſs of one of our Days of twelve Hours, 

AxD now in the partaking of the good 
Things, allow'd and permitted them, comes on 
the Tryal of their Obedience, 

Ax p here our Mother Eve is attack'd by a a 
ſubtile and deceirful Enemy under the ſpecious 
Pretences of Friendſhip, who ſuggeſts to her 
that the threat'ning God had denounc'd againſt 
them, upon their Eating of this Fruit, wou'd 
not enſue ; but that his Commanding them not 
to eat of it, was only with a Defign to keep 
them in Ignorance; becauſe the Eating of it 
wou'd make em become Wiſe as Gods, know. 
ing Good and Evil; Hereupon Eve, ſeeing that 
the Fruit was good for Food, and pleaſant to 
the Eyes, began to "= after it; and aus 
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of her being alſo made Wiſe by it, was ſtill the 
more deſirous of it; ſo that hereupon ſhe relin- 
quiſhes her Obedience to God, and by theſe 
Temptations, is prevail'd upon to eat of the 
forbidden Fruit, and prevails with her Huſ- 
band likewiſe, notwithſtanding the Command 
of their Maker to the contrary, which ought 
to have over-ballanced all the Suggeſtions 
ot any created Being whatſoever, tho' in never 
ſo plauſible a Manner offer'd under the moſt 
ſpecious Pretences of Friendſhip *. 

Ax p now the whole Poſterity of Adam and 
Eve, thro' their Tranſgreſſion, are involv'd in 
Corruption; ſubjected to Sin, and therefore to 
Death, becauſe Corruption cannot inherit Incor- 
ruption ; but Chrif was promis'd to bruiſe the 
Serpent's Head,and thereby to reſtore them and 
their Poſterity to a new Covenant of Peace, 
which might bring them to Life and Immorta- 
lity after Death; ſo that tho' Death and the 
Grave are conſequent upon the Tranſgreſſion of 


* 


—— 
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* Let our Mother Eve's being deceiv'd warn us from being 
withdrawn from our Duty to God thro? any Attempts hatſoe- 
ever; let the Pretentions of thoſe who wou'd perſu ade us to it 
be what they will ; let us not be deceiv'd by Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing ; who may be diſcover d to be ſuch when they wou'd 
perſu ade us that our Salvation depends upon Traditions and 
Commandments of Men; or that Salvation is only attainable in 
their Church, and that we are ſafe in Communion only with 
them, for tha? we ſhoy'd lead corrupt Lives, yet by partakin 
of their Abſolutions we are out of Danger. Theſe or any o- 
thers than wou'd perſwade us that we may be ſav d by any other 
Means than by Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Precepts 
(where his Goſpel is preach'd) we may aſſure our ſelves are falſe 
Teachers, Deceivers, and not to be hearkened to, but to be re- 
jected as the worſt of Enemies, let them" appear in never fo in- 
nocent and promiſing a Dreſs, 


our 
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our firſt Parents, yet Chriſt has now obtain'd à 
Victory over them; ſo that St. Pau] cou'd man- 
fully triumph and ſay, O Death! where is 
« thy Sting? O Grave! where is thy Victory? v 
And then anſwers, „The Sting of Death is 
„Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law; 
and then, *“ thanks to God, who hath given 
* us the Victory thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

From which it may be obſery'd that Chriſt 
having aſſum'd the human Nature and therein 
perfected Obedience for us, and ſuffer'd Death 
for our Redemption, and riſen again without 
ſeeing Corruption, hath enſur'd to us a'Reſur- 
rection from the Grave; ſo that, as thro' Adam 
we are ſubjected to Death and Corruption, ſo 
thro' Chriſt we are again to be rais'd and chang d- 
from Corrupton to Incorruption: Without 
which Obedience, Sufferings and Reſurrection 
of Chriſt in the Fleſh or Human Nature, we 
cou'd have had no Redemption from Death, 
nor Reſurrection from the Dead; * For as in 
« Adamall died, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
6 alive,” or come to a re- union of Soul and 
Body, or a Reſurrection from the Grave, to 
receive the Reward of their Works, whether 
they be Good or Evil. 

HEREUPON the Apoſtle breaks out into 
Thankfulneſs for the Victory obtain'd by Chriſt 
over Death and the Grave; for tho' Sin was the 
Sting of Death, which Sin was a Violation of 
the Law of God, (as he elſewhere ſays, with- 
out a Law there can be no Tranſgreſſion) and 
that Violation had ſubjected Mankind to Death 
and the Grave, 7 che Sting of Death and 
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Victory of the Grave were taken away by aſignal 
Victory, Chriſt, in Humane Nature, had firſt 
obtain'd over Sin, by an unerring Obedience; 
and then over the Grave, by ſuffering Death 
himſelf, and yet riſing again to Life before his 
Body was corrupted in that Grave; for it was 
impoſible he cou'd ” be held of Death: Act, 
ii. 24. Becauſe Sin is the Sting of Death; but 
Chriſt was without Sin, therefore Deurh cou'd 
not continue its Dominion over him. yet as it 
had ſo far engag'd - againſt him that he really 
underwent a curſed Death, which was not for 
himſelf, Dan. ix. 26. So be cou d not be held of 
it, or it cou'd not continue him in its Territo- 
ries, but as he had lived an uncorrupt Life, ſo 
he wou'd ſurely looſe the Bands, Bars, and 
Bolts of Death that himſelf ſhou'd re- aſſume 
his Life before his Body ſaw Corruption, and 
thereby gain a Victory over it, to reſtore all 
the humane Race to a Reſurrection of their 
Bodies, which ſhou'd alſo be made immortal» 
and chang'd from Corruption to Incorruption - 

Tuvus is the Sting, tho' not the Effect, of 
Original Sin taken away in Chriſt, which was e- 
qually ſo before his coming thro that Promiſe 
of it, therefore no one coming into the World 
of the Humane Race, can come into it under the 
Divine Wrath, any further than their being 
ſubjected to Death, ſo that the Wrath of God 
upon Adam's Poſterity being executed in tem- 
poral Death, will never be imputed to unerring 
Infants in a future State; For their Innocence 
is, by our Saviour himſelf ſet forth as an Exam- 


ple of Imitation, which can only qualify us by 
| the 
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the Kingdom of Heaven ; and if their Inno- 
cence be a fir Qualification for Heaven, then do 
we come into the World innocent, and cannor 
forfeit our Title to Heaven, which Chriſt has, 
thro' his Death, purchas'd for us, until we 
become Tranſgreſſors our ſelves, which we 
cannot do till we are capable to 2 be- 
tween Good and Evil. 

WE are indeed ſaid to be conceiy'd in Sin and 
ſhaped in Iniquity,wherein is imply'd the prone- 
neſs of our Natures to Evil as ſoon as we come 
to diſtinguiſh what it is, which Propenſity in our 
Natures flows from the Root and Origin from 
whence we Spring, upon which Account we can- 
not be exempt from Frailties and Sins,and Death 
being conſequent hereupon, we are ſaid to be 
by Nature the Children of Wrath; which 
Wrath is executed inthe N we are Eee 
ed to. 

All Infants Mad that die in their In- 
fancy, eſcape the Evil of making Vice their 
Choice, and their ſuffering Death conſequent 
upon their Deſcent from Adum, they have then 
no more to ſuffer upon Adam's Account, but 
Life and Immortality to expect upon Chriſt's 
Account, | 

Tavs having conſider'd in what Circumſtan- 
ces we come into the World with Relation to 
our Original from Adam, and Redemption by 
Chriſt; it will not be amiſs in the next Place 
to conſider the amazing and wonderful Work- 
manſhip of Cod in che F ormation of us in the 
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Ix which, upon our Conception, we are in 
an undigeſted chaotical State of Fluidity with- 
out Order or Form (as this Earth was before 
its Formation) and now by the Spirit, or Power 
of God, implanted in all ſecondary Cauſes, the 
Fœtus in the Womb is faſhioned from its chao- 
tical State, by giving it, firſt, a vital or vege- 
tative Life, by which every Part takes it proper 
Place, and every Vein, Sinew, Artery, Bone, 
and Ligament by Degrees aſſume their Diſpoſi- 
tions and Offices, till ſuch Time that the whole 
Maſs is come to a proper Compolure, ſo that 
the Heart, which is the Spring and Fountain of 
the Circulation of the Blood, diſtributes it thro? 
the whole Body, by which Diſtribution enters 
the Life, Spirit or Soul; after the vital Life 
had nouriſh'd and brought the Maſs to that 
maturity that the Body was ſo diſpos'd (as ob- 
ſerv'd in the Formation of Adam) in all its va- 
rious Tubes and ' Windings ta admit the 
Circulation of the Blood and Fluids, then I 
ſay, enters that Spirit of Life infus'd into it by 
the Almighty Author of Nature as a- Conſe- 
quence of ſo curious and inimitable a Work- 
manſhip; which Breath of Life, being ſecretly 
infus'd into the Fœtus in the Womb, is convey- 
ed to it by the Organs and Faculties of the Liſe 
and Motions of the Mother; and continues its 
growth in the Womb, with various Move- 
ments till come to a maturity or Capacity of 
Strength to Breathe in the open Element of 
the Air; and when it is enter'd into the World, 
it begins to make known it is come to want 
Compaſſion and Help, being unable to ſhift for 
or help it ſelf, | WHICH 


A Journey thr? the Wo AL Db. 29 

W. nien Wants muſt be ſupplied by the 
Welcome of its Priends, which is generally af- 
forded to all Infants, who have the Happineſs 
to come into the Worldin a regular Way, viz. 
in the Honourable State of Marriage between 
their Parents; but the inhuman Uſages of ma- 
ny Infants that have otherwiſe come into the 
World, even from their own Mothers, who 
many of em have embrued their Hands in their 
Infants innocent Blood, ought in Reaſon'to 
make all Men and Women to detect all Acts of 
Propagation in an unlawful way or an unmarried 
State, if there was even, no Law of God to 
forbid it. | 
For tho ſeveral have met with better Treat- 
ment, and have eſcaped ſuch Cruelty, yet have 
they wanted the united Affections of their Pa- 
rents to take that proper Care of their Educa- 
tion, which was requiſite and neceſſary; - nay, 
very often they are in Danger, beſides their 
want of Inſtruction, of having ill Examples ſet 
em, and Encouragement in Vice; ſo that if 
ever they ſhou'd be ſo happy as to come to a 
true Senſe of their Duty to God, their Neigh- 
bour, and themſelves, it muſt be attain'd with 
much Difficulty, and many Hazards mult at- 
tend it : And notwithſtanding the ſame may be 
faid concerning Children of ſome irreligious Pa- 
rents in a married State, yet theſe are free from 
the Scoffs of the World upon that Account, 
that the other poor unhappy Children general- 
ly meet with, tho' in themſelves innocent of 


their own Deſcent. | 
| And 
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Aw» it may be generally obſery'd, that tho' 
married Parents themſelves ſhou'd happen to 
be irreligious, where they have not loſt all 
Senſe of a future State, they will cauſe their 
Children to be inſtructed according to their A- 
bilities, and deſire that they may be of better 
Principles than themſelves, from whence it has 
ſometimes happen'd, that ſome Parents have 
been converted by means of their own Children, 
Beſides, Children of married Parents have not 
that Reflection to lay upon em, in being In- 
ſtruments of bringing them into the World! in 
an irregular way. 

So that it is highly neceſſary that our Pro- 
penſities to Propagation be kept within due 
Bounds, and wholy reſtrain'd to a married 
State, ſincoa contrary Practice, in any Caſe, is 
not only a Diſobedience to the Law 'of God, 
but a manifeſt Inlet to Diſorders, Confuſions, 
Inhumanities, and Cruelties: But of the happi- 
neſs of a religious married State, I ſhall have 
Occaſion to ſpeak in its proper Place, together 
with Baptiſm, and the Right that Infants have 
to it. 

I $8ALL only in this Section further obſerve, 
the Innocency of little Children: How pretty 
are their Actions and the firſt Uſe they can 
make of Words? How entertaining are theirGeſ- 
tures and uncorrupted Prattle? one of theſe is a 
Pattern of exemplary Innocence, worthy the l- 
mitation of the profoundeſt Philoſopher, its 
Heart being free from Envy, at perfect Con- 


tent * ſuch Supplies as Nature only requires: 
It 
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Tt is delighted with what is offer'd to its pre- 
ſent Satisfaction: It Studies not for Wealth, 
Honour and Grandeur : It repines not at che 
Rich, nor deſpiſes the Poor: It is only then 
beſt pleas'd when it ſees its Friends beſt pleas'd 
about it, with chearful and pleaſant Looks ; ſo 
that its Delights ſeem to be made up in ſeeing 
thoſe about it delighted with it; which ſhews 
the height of mutual Love in this exemplary In- 
nocence : And it is ten thouſand Pities, that 
this Innocence ſhou'd be defac'd ; but much 
more that it ſhou'd ever be loſt. | 
Lr all ſtrive after the Imitation of it; and 
all Parents and Nurſes of Children endeavour to 
continue it in thoſe Children under their Care 
and Charge: In the Management of which I 
ſhall lay down ſome proper Directions. 


e | 
Directions for the Government of Children. 


'S we come into the World in a State 
of Innocence, as obſery'd, it muſt be a 
kind of Violence done to Nature to relinquiſh 
it, and the Continuation of it muſt in a great 
meaſure depend upon the Care of Parents or 
Nurſes, who may be guilty many ways of draw- 
ing them from their firſt Innocence. 

Bu r before I proceed to the Directions in- 
tended, it may be neceflary to conſider the in- 
eſtimable Value of every Soul; that you may 
thereby be excited to that truly ſpiritual Con- 
cern, firſt for your own Souls, and then for the 
Souls of thoſe committed to your Truſt, which 
the Dignity of 'em really requires. CHRIST 
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_ Cux1sT tells us that our Souls are infinitely 
preferable to the whole World, with all its Rich- 

es, Honours, Glories, and Dignities, “ for 
„ what will it profit a Man to gain the whole 

c world and to loſe his own Soul ? ” So that 
the furure Concerns of the Soul are of the high- 
eſt Conſequence, with which nothing can ſtand 
in the leaſt Competition: All Things that can 
be here enjoy'd are unſatisfying, trifling, mo- 
mentary, tranſient, and fading; there is ſome- 
thing elſewhere, more valuable for the Soul of 
Man, to aſpire after, that can give it an entire 
Satisfaction, and a full, laſting, permanent, du- 
rable, and unmoleſted Enjoyment of compleat 
Happineſs ; what then can we more deſire or 
Aviſh for, either for our ſelves or our beloved in- 
- nocent Children, than to lay a Foundation for 
the enjoyment of this Happineſs ? which muſt 
be obtain'd by our Hearts and Affections being 
remov'd from all worldly Objects, which wou'd 
recommend themſelvs to our Choice as the on- 
ly Happineſs we ſhou'd fix upon, becauſe pre- 
ſent and agreeable to our ſenfitive Faculties: 
Upon which Rock of Perdition the great De- 
ceiver of Mankind endeayours to drive us, and 
thereby to ſplit our future' Hopes of better, 
more durable and more valuable Enjoyments. 
AxD as this has been his moſt ſucceſsful Bait 
to draw Mankind from their future Expectaions 
of Happineſs, by perſwading them to accept 
of preſent inſtead of truſting to future Pleaſures; 
and as the Devil had experienc'd this to be the 
moſt enticing and prevailing Temptation witli 


— . 
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the Sous of Adain, fo it Was by this Eögag 
ment that he hoped to have} 2 op again 
the Son of Cod when he oer kint All Ehe 
Kingdoms of the World and the Glories of em 
to fall down and worſhip him 
Bor tho many of the Sons of Men: EY 
deceivd by chooſiig the vain” Glories of the 
World. for their Happineſs, and have taken up 
with preſent inſtead of future Enjoyments, yet 
Chriſt, ho beſt knew the Value of the future 
ſpiritual Pleaſures of the Soul, deſpiſd'd the 
Temptation, and choſe à Life of Meannefs ; and 
underwent Ignominys Perſecution and a Wehe 
ful Death, at for bimſelſ, but for dur Redemp- 
tion from Sin and Slavery to Satan thereby ; at- 
ſo to ſheu/ us the worth of our Sculs, that he 
for their Sales cou'd chooſe temporal Nieannefs 
and Calarnities, rather than all the World with 
irs Glories and Honours; which timſelFegu'd 
have commanded without complying with the 
Devibs Temptation, being the Creator and Co- 
vernor of it, but relinquiſh d it, becauſe! incon- 
ſiſtent with his Determination, of our Red; 
tion; for no other Reaſon but for e 
tion, and to bring us from Earth to Heaven, 
wow'd he eyer have left his Throne in Heaven 
to have viſited the Earth in human Nature. 
Ir then the Soul of Man be of fo much va- 
lue that Chriſt under went the Indignities of the 
Worid and Death on the Croſs to purchaſe its 
Happineſs in a. future State; and if to redeet 
us was a Joy ſet before his,” thro which hs en- 
dured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, how, 
C 
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O how great then muſt the Value of every Soul 
be ? There is no compariſon of its worth; All 
the viſible Objects of the Univerſe cannot equal 
it; The Glories of the Sun, Moon and Stars 
are not comparable to it: All the Treaſures of 
the Indies, which are travel d for with ſo many 
HFazards, and labour'd after to be,obtain'd for 
a ſhort, uncertain Time, are but vain, empty 
unſatisfying Trifles ; and if they notwithſtand- 
ing this be worth che ſeeking after! with ſuch 
Induſtry and Diligence; how, much more ought 
we, for our ſelves and Children, to purſue and 
ſeek aſter thoſe everlaſting heavenly Treaſures, 
which may be obtain d for the Soul, and which 
are infinitely more valuable than the gaining of 
the whole World with its Glories, and Honours 
for the Body? s$ Enjoyment,/ and thereby to looſe 
the future Rewards babe bt have ne 
for the Soul. 
ILxr then theſe Canfalerations ſtir up all Fa- 
rents and Nurſes of Children to a true Care aud 
Concern for the Souls n 6 
mitted to their Truſt. 
Tu E Divine Image i in theſe r Chit- 
dren has the greateſt, Impreflion that human 
Nature can now repreſent, Which tho defac'd 
in Adam, and cannot be here wholly; recover'd, 
yet there is ſome Climmexings of it in uncor- 
rupted human Nature, which, ought to be en- 
deavour'd after by all, and ſought to be pre- 
ſery'd in thoſe, who have it, by n Ars 

have the * of chain bringing *. U 
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I xe MEMBER an Obſervation in an Inge- 
niqus Author, That u Child was in the 'Hynds 
of its Tutor, us @ Sheet of White-Paper was in 
the Hands d Painter, upon which he might 
draw what Pictures be pleas'd. Now if the 
firſt Productions were foul and deformed, it 
wou d be very difficult to erace them, and then 
to make em fair and beautiful upon the ſame 
Paper: Therefore it behoves all Parents and 
Tutors, as they regard not only the Souls of 
their Children and Pupils, but even as they re- 


gard their on alſo, to be watchful over them, 


to preſerve them even from the Appearance of 
Evil, as much as poſſible; ſince this is the Time 
to lay a Foundation for their Eternal State, and 
if the Foundation be not ſafe, the Building is 
not like to proſper; and is ĩt not better to lay 
the Foundation ſafe at firſt, than when the 
Building is half finiſh'd, to pull it down again 
to lay the Foundation then'? This cannot then 


be done without double the Coſt and Pins, and 


it may be the Projector too may never be En 
to amend it, nor go thro” the Charge of it. 


TukREFO RE in this great Concern” of | 


bringing up — obſerve the . 
Directions. 


Urox- their” firſt Glimmerings: of* Reaſon; 


when you have dreſſed them clean and decent, 


as you ought to do, teach them to make ſuch 
Returns of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs as they 
ſhall be capable of, and for all other necaſary 
Offices done for em; fince this will learu them 


Gratitude to Bene ert; but do not put em 


G7” 8 upon 
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upon an; Admiration of themſelves (as the 
manner of too many it) for their fine Cloaths, 
leſt hereby you ſow the Seeds of Pride in their 
tender Hearts, which ſhou'd they grow up, 
they may be afterwards hard to ſupplant, 

2dly. Teach them not to retaliate Affronts, 
(which is coo common with many unthinking 
Parents) by beating that, or thoſe, that have 
offended them, but rather perſwade them to 
make theit Aﬀronters their Friends; by their 
innocent returns of Kindneſs to their Affron- 
ters, by which they may be confirm'din their 
Innocence, and brought on gradually to per. 
form, by a natural Diſpoſition; that chief Com- 
mand of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrif, of 
rendering Good for Evil, which being inſtilled 
into Children while Innocent, is the only 
Means ab anake Tha my and mur anne 


habitual. 
zaly. Tone hem a aueh 2» poſſible from 
looſe and vain Company that wou'd teach them 
any . obſcenicy in Words or Actions; but if 
they learn any out of your Knowledge, when 
vou perceive it, prefently detect and reprove 
them for it, and it is natural that upon your 
diſcountenanc ing any Vice upon their firſt En- 
| t in it, chat then it will be eafily re- 
mov'd ; ſince their Innocence wilt direct them 
to ſuch Ways, that they ſee are pleaſing to 
thoſe, who have the Care of em ;; and they 
will be naturally aſham'd to perform ſuch 
Actions that they find tend to their Diſreputa- 
tion, or incur the * their Cover- 


nor 57 
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nors, to whom they generally look forthe Praiſe 
or Diſpraiſe of their Words or Deeds, and ate 
thereby either encouraged. o or 0 in the Pur. 
ſuit of 'em. | 

athly;,NeveR be harſh and rigorous with 
them thereby to make dem in a flaviſh Fear to 
you, wherever the contrary Practice will take 
Effect; but even in-Reproofs and Corrections, 
when necefſary,' let em obſerve your Love to 
'em, and Concern for em, that you may Ein- 


dle and maintain in em that Lobe to you, : 


which will give a ſevenfold Force to all your 
Admonitions and Corrections. 

gtbiy, Ler all Parents and Governors of 
Children be careful to ſet em good Examples in 
Piety and Virtue, in both Words and Actions, 
or they will not only involve them in Guilt but 
alſo make themſelves guilty of the Children's 
Crimes ; ' nay, Children, till they come to dif- 
cinguiſh between Good and Evil, cannot be 
guilty themſelves of any Tranſgreſſion, but their 
Tutors may be guilty by conniving at, or en- 
couraging any thing in them, that may after- 
wards turn to Sin when they come to further 
Knowledge; for by encouraging or giving any 
Example i in any Obſeenity in Words or Actions, 

may give them the Liberty to get a Habit of 
em, which will afterwards be much harder to 
ſupplant, than it wou'd have been at firſt to 
ſuppreſs; therefore let your own Words and 
Actions be ſuch, from which they can learn no 
unſeęmlineſs, and take Care to make proper 
nina of cheirs in commending what is 
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commendable, and diſproving what is not, 
thereby to give em a true Diſt inction between 
Good and Evil: And as they ſind themſelves 
e encouraged or diſcouraged, they will naturally 
fall in Love with what. they are commended 
for, and what they have your Example for in 
the Practice of, and be afraid of that for which 
they obſerve they meet with nothing but Re- 
proofs, ſince wit hal they obſerve: you ſhun ſuch 
Words and Practices your ſelves : From whence 
I cannot here paſs over without a ſeaſonable In- 
ference. 

How fad and melancholly i is ĩt chen, for theſe 
poor innocent Babes to be encouraged in any 
Vices, and their pretty and virtuous Actions 
Nlighted and taken little or no Notice of ? And 
that this is the Practice of too many we ſee by 
fad Experience, whoſe Children are commonly 
learn'd to Swear and take God's Name in vain, 
before they can underſtand there is any Evil in 
it, and for the ſame oftentimes meet with Praiſe 
for their Boldneſs and Bravery (as they term it, 
who practiſe jt themſelyes, which is probably 
from the ſame want of proper Inſtruction and 
Reſtraint in due Time) and if theſe, who glory 
in theſe Children's Practice, be told of cheir 
Error, they will commonly anſwer, God help 
em, they do it innocently, and intend no Harm, 
and therefore jt muſt be pretty in them: Pretty 
in them ! how can that, which is foul in itſelf, 
erer become pretty ? Innocence it ſelf cannot 
change it, for though Innocence muſt be ſepa- 


rate from Guilt yet the Guilt will __ 4 
ant thoſe 
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thoſe, ho encourage and countenance unſeem- 
lineſs to Harbour with Innocence; being thefirft 
Thing that de faces the Remains of Gods Image 
upon human Nature in its Innocency, which 
muſt yaſtly inhance God Diſpleaſure againſt 
thoſe, Who thus encourage innocent Children 
to ſtain their Innocence, even, while the Chil-- 


dren themſelves are incapable of itz; but ſhoa'd 


it afterwards become habitual in theſs Children, 
as. they grow up, 28 it too often does, how 
much more then muſt it multiply the Guilt of 
thoſe, WhO firſt encouraged them in it, and 
ſhou'd they die in their Sins, the Guile thereof 
will come upon the Score of thoſe, who firſt 
occaſion d their being end bo theſe or che 


like vicious Practices. onen 127 12 5 D 7 To 


St, No che role or Diſpaiect che 


to them the only Thing that can recommend 


their Love to yirtuous and pretty ones; or-dife 
courage them in the Practice of the Contrary ;' 
for they have now no other Views but to pleaſe 

thoſe, ho have the Care of them; and there 
fore it will be neceſlary to give chem proper 
Encouragement and Applaufe for all pretty and 


Reprooks, for the Contrary, which (as before 
obſerv'd)- muſt naturally, make them in Love 
with what they find chemſelyes praiſed for, aud 
ſhun that, for which they can meet w 


nothing: 
but Reproofs, ; Praiſe and Commendations being 
naturally implanted in our Deſires, and ſoughe 


od in our Actions, even when we arrive at 
C 4 Year 


virtuous Words or Actions, and Diſpraiſe or 


"2 1 
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Vears of Maturity, and is never diſcommenda - 
ble to be endeavour d aſtęr by ſtriving for it. in 
a virtuous, Way, for a guad Name, thus attain'd, 
ig better than preciaus Qiu ment Where we do 
not make it our Buſineſs to ſeek far it Hy an out- 
ward Profeſſion of Religion, or by making our 
Acts of Devotion publick, which only ought to 
be private between God and qur ouin Conſcien- 
ces, for this has no Buſineſs to be manifeſt to 
the World, but wou'd turn all our Acts of Re- 
ligien into Hy pocriſy, but a:ſeemily; harmleſs: 
unblameable Converſation, in Words and Ac. 
tions, is highly neceſſary, without which, all 


Religion, whether pubhick or private, will want 


the only and chief Partrecommendable, which 
ſhou'd give it that true Light, 'which'6ught to 
ſhine beſdre Men; and will neceflariſy give us 
that true Reputation, that may, a dught ro 
bewiſh'd for, andſought/after, '& 17 01517 
Bur to give Commendations to Vice in 
Children, and to 1 their Virtues, 
will-eſtabliſh- them in Lore wick hät they 
ought tobe brought up in à hatred,” and an 
hatred; of what they ought to Love? And as: 
the World now runs, if they be once thus en- 
gagerl they will not fail to meet wich Enebu- 
ragement in vicious Practices as they grow up, 
with Applauſe in Vioe, and Diſcourtigement in 
Virtue, which muſt vaſtly endanger their being 


rootecbin Vice to their eternal Ruin; For a- 


mongſt the Multitude, and common Current, 
where Vice is grown faſhionable, Virtue and 
Vice are become W and Eyib is called 

_ 1 ; Good, 
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Good, | 2 2 Evil, it is therefore 
highly neceſſary chat a true Diſtinction of theſe 
ewo Oppoſices be made to Children as their Ca- 
pacities will bear it, from 'their very firſt Glim- 
merings of Reaſons, that as they come to Un- 
derſtanding, they may diſtinguiſh rightfy; and 

make a right Choice of ſuch Actions, Words, 
and Behaviours, as in themſelves are truly com- 
mendable, and which will glre them Favor 
both with Goll and all good Men; and deter them 
from ſeeking the Praiſe of the vain and wicked 
whoſe Actions have no worth in them, but tho! 
prais di atnongſt themſelves, are hateful to God 
and his Servants, and will end in Shame and 

Confuſion, without a thoreugh Reformation; 
and entire Change, which wilt be very hard and 
difficult to an habitual Sinner, and, I think, im- 
practicable to ſuch, who have defer'd® their 
Repentance and Reforttiation in Hopes of pleaſe 
ing the Fleſh as long as they can, and repenting 

upon a 'Death-Bed, or when they can fin no 

longer; F fay, when à Sinner is ſenſible of the 

Nedeſfity of Repentance and” Reformation in 

Order to his future Happineſs, and yet neglects 

them on the Score aforeſaid, it is ten Thouſand 

Millions of Odds, that his promifing Hopes of 

late Repentance and Reformation are defeated, 

and he uttetly loft, From which I may infer, 
that 

Jo be habituared then to Viitae in bur Child 
hood and younger Fears, is the ſafeſt” and 
ſtrongeſt Foundation, whereon to build our fu- 

Fury Hopes of Happineſs,” which wilt remain 

unſhaken 
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unſhakenin the midſt of Storms and Tempeſts: 
Tho? notwithſtanding the Subtilities of our Ads 
verſary the Devil,” the Allurements of the 
World, and the Cerruptions of our Fleſh are 
Enemies, that will beſiege and attack us ſtill on 
every Side; ſo that, if the Foundation of our 
Faith and Practice be not ſafe and ſtrong, how 
will chey ſtand againſt theſe potent and power. 
ful Enemies? And ſhall not thoſe, who have 
no Security made againſt them, become their 
Captives and Priſoners, at Pleaſure 2-;. 

Ax if every, individual Soul, 8 
tothe World, be of ſuch ineſtimable Value, a$ 
before obſerv d, and the eternal Welfare there- 
of ſo much depends upon the early Care of Pa- 
rents and Tutors. Let your Diligence in the 
foremention'd, Directions, and Whatever elſe 
may tend to their Inſtructions in well ⸗ doing be 
proportion 'd, in ſome Meaſure, to the weighti- 
neſs of the Affair upon your Hands, and the 
Worth of the Souls committed to your Truſt, 
that you may givę up your Accounts of dem 
with Joy, which will be e herd © 
them and. your ſelyes,.... -» _.. 

Jb. Ax D now. — taken proper Gas, 
both by your Directions and Examples to pre - 
ſerve Children in the Innocency, they were at 
firſt endued with, and they are come to ſome 
knowledge to diſtinguiſh between Good and E- 
vil, and you have employ'd your utmoſt En ea- 
yours to eſtabliſh them in a right Choice of ir» 
tue in Words, Behaviour and Actions; at a 

proper n or when they are gable to 
earn; 


fy 
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learn; let them be taught to Read; which 
ought not to be impoſed on them too) (66k, be- 
fore they are capable of taking it, to be put᷑ to 
it, may not! only dull em, but alſo make 
them out ot Love with ie, by becoming wea- 
riſome Toil to them, having that offer d them, 
that their Capacities cannot yet reach; there: 
fore, I ſay, at a proper Seaſon, w hielv win be in 
ſome ſooner. than others; in che 1 
of which obſerve the follow ing Directions. 
1. WHETHER® they be taught by chit Fa 
rents or by Tutors at School; Let them never 
be ſuffer'd to pore upon their Letters too Tong, 
nor any longer than you, or ſome one qualify'd 
and appointed by you look over, and tell thern 
their Letters Names, and examine what they 
remember; and if this be done two or three 
times a Day, for à Quarter of an Hour ata 
Time, it will be ſuſſicient at firſt, between which 
Times having their Freedom, and being other 
wiſe diverted, it will be ſo far from becoming 
tireſome, that che moſt Children will naturally 
long for it as a Pleaſure; and will much ſooner 
learn their Letters, and afterwards their Sylla- 
bles, than by being fore d to their Books, as a 
Puniſhment uppn any flight Offence to their 
Teachers, and confin'd to pore upon em, and 
to puzzle their Brains and Memories for Hours 
together, which has dulld and obſcured many 
2 Cenius that might N have _ . 
lively, and penetrating. $2990 
2. AFTER they have — learn'd che — 
on 9 and come to Words of two Syt- 
lables, 
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lables, let _ be then enjoyn'd: eaſy Tasks, 
as at firſt ſive Words at a Time:to; Spell, and 
put together, and pronounce, and let the Maſs 
ter or Miſtreſs Spell them over to em firſt, and 
give them the true Accent and Pronounciation, 
as directed in the bet Spelling Boobs; teaching 
them likewile, as ſoon as capable, bythoſe Rules 
to find the Accent and Pronounciation them - 
ſelves, which by your repeated Diligence they 
will come to underſtand; aud hen you find 
they are capable to bear it with Pieaſure, encreaſe 
their Task from five. Words at a Time to ten, or 
upwards hereafter, not exceeding twenty, ill 
they have gone thro the whole; bur obſerve, 
if poſſible, to make their Task their Pleaſure, 
that it may not become 2 Burthen, for then 
the Wheels of their Faculties will clogg and 
tire, and then you may Whip long enough before 
they ll move again; Which unhappy Uſage of 
Children has been the Occaſion of the Over- 
throw of many in their Progreſs of Learning, 
who haye afterwards been eſteem'd Dullards 
and Dunces, and when they have come to Years 
of Maturity have even blamed themſelves: for 
want of Learning, when. they have come to 
conſider the Value of it; when indeed the 
Fault might nat be their on but their Tutors, 
It vill therefore be neceſſary for all, who take 
upon em to teach Children at firſt to Read (be- 
fides the Rules in Common) to acquaint them- 
ſelves as much as poſſible with each Child's Tem · 
per, and Capacity, and to proportion merlin, 
ſtructions accordinglyy - 100 has ds 178 


% 
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Bor eber ſuffer any as above obſery'd; to 
Hors pen ter Books or Leſſons, any longer 
than you, or one order'd by you, look over 
and inſtruct them, till ſack Time that they e an 

by your former luſtructions begin to Spell, put 
together and pronounce ſome Words bike 
you rell them, or till they have Underſtanding 
how to do this by Rule, as laid down in Mr. 
Dycbes or ſome other good Spelling-Book, 
whoſe Rules are taken from thence“, being I 
think, elie beſt Rules for learning Children 
that ever before appear d in Publick ; and if du- 
1y managed by the Tutors of Children will er- 
tainly ſave them abundance of that une 
Trouble that Children have formerly been 
ford to before they cou d come to have any 
true Foundation for Learning; but have rov'd 
in confus'd Labirinths in ſearch of it, while 
they might have obtain'd a N _ 
found! Focndation; at muck'eaſier Pains.” 

3. Waex they have gone thro” the Spelling 
of Words of one and two Syllables as before di- 
rected, **. them to N eafy un. 


Er 


Her een inet 


| ® Sethe e * kk Syeitidhs ese there 
ubliſn d under the Title of a Compleat Guide, to the Ex- 
4 Ton »gue, the Rules of which i in general are much the "41A 
5 thoſe in Mir. Dyche, but in other parts of the Book, there is 
donſiderable Improvements, - particularly. in the Praxis's, in 
which the Learner is properly inſtructed on what Word to la 
the Emphiifis, or Streſs of the Voice in the Prohunelation, i 
Reading both Proſe and Verſe, which is brought under Rules 
that are highly neceſſary to be underſtood by eyery one who 
would ſpeak Engliſh, or good Senſe, which Mr. Dyche has 
5 — 


graphs 
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graphs, as are appointed in their Spelling 
Books; as the Praxis on the \Monoſyllables, 
and then the Praxis on the two Syllables; ob- 
ſerving. the Method as above to look over and 


direct them , while, they learn, till they can 


read one Paragraph , readily themſelves before 
you put them to , and ſo go thro, the 
Piece. 

- Tuxx let in go on. with the Spelling, of 
Words, of more Syllables as they fall in Courſe, 
reading the Praxiſes belonging to em, till they 
have gone | thro' the whole; and after that let 
them go thro' the Spelling ad Promangen the 
proper Names. 


Wx they have chus g gone thro' their ſpet- | 


ling, putting together, and pronouncing diſ- 
cin&ly, let them begin again at the firſt to learn 
the like numbers to Spell by Heart or Remem- 
brance, you taking the Book, naming the 
Words according to the common Pronounciati- 
on; and for every Default in their Spelling, 

right Separation of Syllables, and true Pro- 
nounciation themſelyes; give them true Inſtruc- 
tions, and return them, till they be perfect in 
what they are ſet then toL earn; ſo let them again 
go thro' the Whole both of common Words 
and proper Names; obſerving this as a Tas k 
one Part of the Day, and ſetting them to read 
ſuch ſhort Leſſons the other Part, as you find 
their Genius will admit, withous too much 
Wearineſs. | | 


a 
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 Tnzsz may be Jook'd upon as general and 
common Rules, which may allow of Exceptions, 
according to the Tutors Diſcretion, and agree - 
able to _ 1 and Capacities of 71 N 

Ms, 

- By 'this Time any Child of a FOTOS Capa- 
city will be able to read any eaſy Engliſh, and 
will be capable of being inſtructed in the Second 
Part of the Guide to the Eng liſb Tongue, which 
let them be taught in the next Place, by learn- 
ing a few Queſtions and Anſwers at once, and, 
as above directed in their Spelling, let them 
be perfect in their Anſwers before they go fur- 
ther: Let this be their Buſineſs one Part of the 
Day, while che other may be appointed for 
reading Chapters in the Bible, &c. 

Is their future Progreſs ir in Writing and Ac- 
counting, the like general, Rules may be ob- 
ſerv'd : In the teaching of which, to together 
with the Languages, I ſhall think my ſelf ex- 
cagd from pretending to direct thoſe, nies mall 
be the Inſtructors in ſuch Learning, and only 
with them Succeſs in that noble Employment; 
and to conclude this Section, ſhall only remind 
all Inſtructors of Children and Youth to be fre- 
quently inſtilling into their Pupils the Seeds of 
Virtue and Religion “, and ſhall now addreſs 
my felt to thoſe who are come to ſome 3 
in Knowledge. ee T. 
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In which I ſhall eite, A” you teach them the Church 
of England Catechiſm, with ſome proper Explanations, t 
are Extant, which you judge moſt convenient and fit for their 
Vaderſtandings and Capacities, _ them a little at a 
Time 


* 
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Taftrattlazs to thoſe 10 are capable ts 
1 gy en and Evil * 


OW you, who are come to a | Capacity 
to (i what is Good and what is Evil, 
and to make a Choice of your Actions; be very 
careful to make your Choice of good, and virtu- 
ous Ones; to which End, a 

"Consrpus, from whom you Teceiv'd your 
Beings, that is, your Lives or Souls, which are 
contain'd.in your Bodies; and for what End | you 


receiv'd them. 3 
Your Souls and Bodies are fitly Poe and 


connected together by the Almighty Power 
and Infinite Wiſdom of God ; you are the 
Workmanſhip of his Ara are. and inimitable 
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Time wy are able'to bear it, and hike always perfect 
in one Anſwer before you put them to another, and giving them 
as much an Underſtanding therein as they are capable of; and 
tho' it cannot be expected that they can come to a Ripeneſs of 
Underſtanding thereaf in their Minority, yet this Foundation, 
well laid, will put em upon an Examination and Enquiry into 
the moſt diffcult Parts of it, and help them into the Way to 
arrive gradually to the Underſtanding thereof, which may ex- 
erciſe their Thoughts and Wits till they become Men and Wo- 
men: Let them alſo be inſtruQed in he Duty and Uſefulneſs 
of private Prayer, and their Attendance at publick Worſhip, 
and to proportion cheir Actions accordingly z ſo may you hope 
they ſhall be preſery'd from running into the common Errors of 
the Multitade, and have a good Foundation laid for their Eſla- 

bliſhment in the Principles of pure ne and the Practice 
of true en ad Godlineſs. 


\ 
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Art: And in him alone it is that you can be Happy, 


(as will appear hereafter) the End or Deſign of 
your being made by Him, was that you might 


ſerve him here, and live in Obedience to his 
Laws, (which is only for your own Advantage) 
that you might be Happy in him, and thro 
him, to all Eternity hereafter ; which glorious 
Rewards cannot be expected to be confer don 
thoſe, who will not ſerve Him, and obey his 


Righteous Laws; for Good and Evil are put to 


your own Choice, as it neceſſarily muſt to every 
reaſonable Creature, for whatever created Be- 
ing has not the Freedom to chooſe his own 
Actions, cannot be. endued with Reaſon, but 
muſt be a mere Machine, nor can his Actions 
be Commendable or Rewardable, as to him 
ſelf, which merely flow from an impulſe of Ne- 
ceſlity : But as the Actions of Men do either 
recommend them to Rewards, or make them 
liable to Puniſhments, they muſt neceſſarily be 

Acts of their own chooſing. 

| Your Soul is that which actuates your Body, 

for your Body without it is but an unactive 
dead Lump of Earth: By your Soul all the Ac- 

tions you perform are directed, the Body with- 


out it being incapable of any Performances, 
your Life is therefore your Soul which is your 


very ſelf, whether in che Body or ſeparate 
from it. 

Fox there are no Senſations belonging to the 
Body without the Soul; but there are Senſati- 
ons belonging to the Soul withour the Body, 


and there are Senſations properly belonging to 
D che 
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the Connection of Body and Soul together. By 
the joint Connection of Body and Soul, we See, 
Hear, Feel, Smell and Taſte, which are Senſes 
peculiar to their preſent Connection: and there- 
fore not to be made the Objects of our Happi- 
neſs, becauſe theſe Senſations muſt ceaſe, and 
be quite chang'd from what they now appear. 


But ſuch as are peculiar to the Soul only will 
endure, becauſe properly belonging to the Soul, 
independent of the Body, and therefore will 
continue with the Soul when ſeparate from- the 
Body. 

Tax Senſations or Faculties properly belong- 
ing to the Soul, whether join'd to, or ſeperate 
from the Body, may be theſe, which flow chiefly 
from Thinkigg ; Hopes, Joys, Delights, Ex- 
taſtes, Tranſports, Raviſbments, Pleaſures, Sa- 
tigſactions, and the like, with their Oppo 


fires 3 
Fears, T errors, Sorrow, Anguiſb, Madneſs, Dia 
traction, Miſeries, without the leaſt Gratifica- 
tion of Deſires, &c.. © 

Ax D as theſe Senſations or Fatultics will re- 
main with the Soul when ſeperate from the 
Body, ſo will they be encreas'd, being freed 
from the preſent Objects of the bodily Senſes 
(or the Senfations properly belonging to the 
Connection of Body and Soul) which obſcur'd 


and clogg'd their ſpiritual Actings; ſo will they 
alſo be brought again with the Soul, when re- 


united to the Body at the Reſurrection; and 
the Body will then have its preſent Senſations 
ſo chang?d and fſpiritualiz'd, that it will then 
alſo become ſubject to the Soul, and the Soul 
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no longer ſubject to the Body; but ſhall then 
partake in the higheſt Degree of either that 
Happineſs or Miſery, which will reſult from 
the preſent Choice, which they here, and now 
had made of Virtue or Vice. | 
Tur Inference is plain; under what an indiſ- 
penſable Obligation are we then, to make 
Choice of Good and Virtuous Actions, and to 
be govern'd by the Dictates of the Soul, or 
Spirit; and not by thoſe of the oy. or fleſh- 
ly Senſes? . 

Tux Body ape ſupported by the Sup- 
plies of Meat and Drink for Nouriſhment, by 
which the Connection of Soul and Body is 
maintain'd and continued, by maintaining a due 
Refreſhment of the Blood, and thereby con- 
tinuing its proper Circulation; for, the neceſſa- 
ry Supplies of Meat and Drink, the Body is 
concern'd to require; from its continual and 
inſenſible Perſpiration, thro” its Sinews, Nerves, 
Arteries, Veins and Skin; for as it conſtantly 

evacuates the Nouriſhment of that Spirit it re- 
ceives from the refined Parts of Meats and 

Drinks, by the aforeſaid Perſpiration, as well 
as the groſſer Parts and Spirits by the Evacua- 
tion of the Excrements, ſo it requires to be re- 
inforc d by the Supplies of Meat and Drink, 
From which let it be obſery'd, That our Eat- 
ing and Drinking ought to be proportion'd to 
the neceſſary Supplies, that this Support only 
requires; for Nature, being loaded with too 
much of either, cannot freely digeſt it; and 
then this, otherwiſe neceſſary Supply becomes 
; D 2 Bur- 
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Burthenſome, and throws the Union of Soul 
and Body into Diſorder ; and oftentimes gives 
a Surfeit inſtead of Refreſhment, by making 
War and Jargon in the room of Harmony and 
Agreement. 


Att Exceſſes are therefore forbidden us in 


the Law of God, becauſe prejudicial, to his cu- 
rious Workmanſhip of ſo compleat a Fahrick 
as the Body and Soul of Man, compiled, as be- 
fore obſery'd, by the amazing Art of infinite 


Wiſdom and Power; which being exercis'd in 
our Creation, are alſo concern'd for our Preſer- 


vation, and therefore forbids us ſuch Things 
(and thoſe only) which carry along with them 


a Tendency to either our preſent or future Diſ- 
advantage, and commands us only ſuch Things, 


which (tho! at preſent we cannot ſee into it) 
tend to our preſent or future Welfare. 

Ax D what can a tender and compaſſionate 
Father do more for his Children, than to fore- 
warn them to ſhun ſuch Practices that wou'd 
end in their Ruin, and encourage them in ſuch 
ways that wou'd bring them to Honour, and 
alſo be ready to aſſiſt them in all virtuous Ac- 
tions; and to admonifh, reprove, and correct 
all vicious Ones, that 8821 any Ways tend to 
their Hurt. 


Ax p now you are entering upon the Stage 


of Action in this World; Let me ſhew you what 
Enemies you have to encounter, and alſo ſer 
before you the Way and Means whereby you 
may gain a Conqueſt over em. 


THE 
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Trex World, the Fleſh, and the Devil are 
your Enemies, which will ſurround and attack 
you from all Quarters: The World will offerit. 
ſelf to be your Portion to be ſought after and 
careſs'd, and will endeavour to become your I- 
dol, by gaining your Hearts and Affections; 
and upon that Account will promiſe you Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures : The Fleſb will offer 
you the Gratifications of all your ſenſual Incli- 
nations, and the Satisfaction of your brutal Ap- 
petite, and will thereby tempt you to Exceſſes, 
prejudicial to your bodily Health and the Pre- 
ſervation of a ſound Mind and Judgment: The 
Devil will ſuggeſt to you the Worth and Value 
of theſe Delights, and prompt you to renounce 
your Allegiance to your Creator, and place your 
Happineſs in ſomething elſe, which you may 
enjoy at preſent, 

Now to gain a Conqueſt againſt theſe, and 
all other Temptations, that theſe Enemies will 
be daily repeating, Let every one make proper 
Application to God, their Maker, for Help, Suc- 
cour, and Relief, for be alone is able to bring you. 
thro) all Difficulties, and, thro' your own ſincere 
Endeavours, will not ſuffer you to be tempted 4. 
bove what you are able; but will afſift you in 
aur Endeavours : And to create in you a Love to 
God, whereby you may be enabled to ſerve and o- 
bey him with the utmoſt Deſire and Pleaſure, 
Conſider, NA; | | 

His Goodneſs is ſuch, that he never made 
any Man or Woman with Defign to make them 
Miſerable but Happy, for his render Mercies are 
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over ull his Works, and he wow'd not that any 
ſbou' d periſh, but that all ſhou'd be brought to Re- 
pentance; and ſo great is his Love to thoſe, 
who will be govern'd by the Dictates of his ho- 
ly Spirit ia Oppoſition to the aforefaid Temp- 
tations, that he has promiſed them ſuch Re- 
wards as cannot here be ſeen, conceiv'd or ex- 
preſs'd ; being beyond Thought or Imagination 
inexpreſfibly Glorious; ſo that the greateſt Glo- 
ries and Grandeurs of chis World, are, in Com- 
pariſon of the Joys of the Righteous in another, 
Vain, Empty, Trifling, Fading, Unſatis facto- 
ry, and Ceaſing; but that Honour and Glory, 
which God has reſerv'd for his obedient Ser- 
vants will be fully ſatisfactory, permanent, and 
everlaſting. 

Sop's Love is better than Life, for with it 
he gives Life and Glory: Then who cannot but 
love this God, who is ready to invite all Men and 
Women into his Service, and to offer them ſuch in- 
conceivable Rewards, upon their Obedience ; in 
the Performance of which he is always ready to 
afift them aguinſt all the Temptations they jhall 
meet with to withdraw them from their Duty 
to Him © | ; 

Bor many a enge, you may expect to 
meet with, to draw you back from your Duty 
to God, even ſuch as will be ſhocking and ſur- 
prizing to your ſelves upon the Entrance of em 
into your Thoughts and Imaginations; upon 
which you will allo feel the Spirit of God giv- 
ins youa Deteſtation of ſuch abominable T emp- 
- rations 5 
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tations; and then it will be your Choice by 
which you will be govern'd, therefore nouriſh 


the good Motions of God's Spirit, and ſo ſhall 
you be enabled not only to reſiſt but alſo to 
vanquiſh and overcome them: And that you 
may always have God's Aſſiſtance to work this 
Effet, endeavour always to be poſſeſt of the 
aforemention'd Love to God, for this will 
make his Service eaſy, yea, pleaſant and de- 
lightful. 

Bur you perhaps will ſay, How ball I Bos 
God, who is a Spirit, incomprehenſible, that J 
can neither ſee, nor frame any proper Idea of? 
Or how ſhall I know when I do love him? 

I Anſwer, we may ſo far conceive of the Al- 
mighty Cre tor, as he has thought proper to 
reveal of himſelf unto us, in the Declarations 
of his Attributes of Live, Mercy, Fuffice, 
Faithfulneſs, Truth, &c. Now if you be in 
L ove with theſe Virtues, which belong to God 


in the higheſt Degree, then are you in Love - | 


with him; and if you purſue theſe - Virtues, 
you are following his Precepts. 

As Alx, to help you to a Love to God, 
read frequently oyer the Life and Converſation 
of Jeſus Chrift, written by the four Evyange- 
liſts, Mathew, Mark, Luke and Jobn; and be- 
hold his Innocence of Life, his Love to Man- 
kind, his renouncing the World and its Glo- 
ries, who was the ſole Lord and Creator of 
it; yet, notwithſtanding his Power and Au. 
thority, relinquiſh'd all worldly Pomps, for a 
Life of Perſecution, and a ſhameful Death, to 

D 4 bring 


56 A Journey thro the Wo x l Dvd. 
bring you to Glory in Heaven, and to make 
you Heirs of the Kingdom of his Father : 
And then tell me if this Love of God to you 
will not kindle, maintain, and encreaſe your 
Love, and Gratitude to God : Certainly it will, 
if you ſtrive after it before the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil have got too much Po- 
ſſeſſion; and if once you ſecure to your ſelves a 
true Love to God and virtuous Actions, you 
will then be enabled, by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Holy Spirit (which will never be wanting to 
thoſe, who love God, and earneſtly deſire his 
Help) to overcome the ſtrongeſt Aſſaults, that 
can be made againſt you; and tho' they ſhou'd 
one way or other, be daily repeated, yet 
wait upon God and implore his daily Aſſi- 
ſtance, and he has promiſed that he will not 
| ſuffer you to be tempted above what you are 

able. | 
Ax p he will likewiſe, for every Temptati- 
on thus overcome by you, thro' his Aſſiſtance, 
eſteem it, thro' Chriſt's Merits, as a Victory 
obtain d by you, and will annex thereto a Re- 
ward laid up in ſtore for you; you will like- 
wiſe find, that the more Temptations you over- 
come, the more Power and Strength you will 
gain againſt them for the future, and the wea- 
ker will the Temptations grow; ſo that tho 
you may meet with many Struggles and Diffi- 
culties in your ſpiritual Birth, yet afterwards 
you will find Joy and Gladneſs to ſucceed; Joy 
of Mind, inward Peace and Satisfaction will be 
daily encreaſing upon you, while you are pre/- 
g fog 
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ſing towards the Mark, for the Prize of the bigh 
Calling of God in Chrift. Feſus. 


Fox it will be neceſſary while we live, after 


never ſo many repeated Victories obtain d o- 


ver Temptations to be ever upon our Guard, 
and to Watch and Pray; for tho' the Power and 
Strength of temptations may be much abated, 


yet we are not to reſt ſecure as if we were be- 


come perfect; for there is no ſtate of Perfecti- 
on in theſe mortal and corruptible Bodies, fo 
that it will always behove us to ſtand upon 
our Guard, and to pray for the Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance againſt Temptations, that the Devil 
may never be able to get an Advantage nn 
us by any of his Devices. 


Bur tho' I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of 


Perſeverance, and the Advantages of a holy 


Life in their proper Places; it may not be a- 
miſs here to take Notice of a of the Advan- 


tages that will flow from an Early and con- 
tinued Piety. 

Tris will ſecure to you inward Peace and 
Satisfaction of Mind all the future Stages and 
Occurances of this Life, if you ſhou'd be con- 
tinued here to live to the common Age of Man, 
if not you will be in a Condition to receive a 
better Inheritance, freed from all Toi and Sa- 
very; Fears, Envies, Falſhoods, Slanders, De- 
famations, Cruelties and Deceits; the common 
Lot of many in this Life, but they, who have 
once ſecur'd, and taken Care to continue, an 
inward Peace of Mind, will find this their only 
Support, for this will blunt che Sting of all 

RO” 
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Aflictions, Loſſes, or Croſſes; this will ſweeten 
all ſeeming Bitters, and render all States of Life 
more eaſy and tolerable, than the greateſt Rich- 
es can, to a wounded Spirit. 

Lr it then be your daily Prayer to God to 
ſtrengthen you againſt Temptations; and that 

you may grow in Grace as you encreaſe in Tears. 
I x you ſhall happen to have any Compani- 
ons, that you ſhall obſerve at any Time guilty 
of Swearing, Curſing or Lying, reprove them 
for it; and endeavour to perſwade them to re- 
nounce ſuch Practices or they may expect to 
loſe your Company, and if this prevails not, 
nor any additional Helps, you may call in, to 
aſſiſt in this good Endeavour; forſake their 
Company, and let them ſee, that it is not their 
Perſons, but their Vices you are at Variance 
with, and if you can by any Means reclaim them, 
you will thereby doa very great Act of Chari- 
ty to your poor unfortunate Companions, that 
may be, had not the Happineſs of being before 
better iuſtructed: But be ſure, when you hap- 
pen into ſuch Company that will be by noMeans 
reclaim'd from theſe or other vicious Practices, 
that you continue not to have any Society or 
Familiarity with them, leſt their evil Practices 
ſhou'd ſtain your good Reſolutions againſt Vice 
and Profaneneſs; fince it is found by ſad Expe- 
rience, that bad Company has been infecting to 
Youth, even as a Plague, or ſome epidemical 


Diſtemper has ſpread its Infections in Towns 
and Cities, 


Ax 
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Ax» therefore the Devil will, by all poſſible 


Methods endeayour to enſnare you, by tempting 
you to make Choice of bad Companions; in 


Oppoſition to Which be ſure to diſappoint his 
Endeavours by a contrary Choice of ſuch, whom 
you obſerve to be of a ſober, virtuous, and 
pleaſant Converſation, who have not comply'd 
with the common Corruptions of Curſing, 
Swearing, Lying, and obſcene Talking, embrace 
ſuch Company with Pleaſure, long after their 
Virtues, and endeayour to imitate them, and 
thereby make em your own by practiſing the 
ſame; tho' you may poſſibly find that the De- 
vil will be ready to ſuggeſt to you, that ſuch 
Company 1s no ways agreeable, becauſe the 
Gratification of your ſenſual Appetites will, by 
ſuch Company, and your Imitation of them, be 
greatly debarred; and that it is your Intereſt 
to give up your ſelves to all the pleaſing Grati- 
fications of your ſenſual Inclinations, and that if 
you debar your ſelves of theſe, you might as 
well be out of the World or out of the Body, 
which requires and invites you to be gay, bold 
and fearleſs ; and to imitate the contrary Prac- 
tices of thoſe, whoſe Conduct ſeems to have 
ſet ſuch Virtues at open Defiance: Theſe are 
thoſe, he will ſuggeſt to you, who have made 
a right Choice, for they pleaſe and gratify them- 
ſelves they renounce all Fear, they are not now 
ſubject to thoſe trifling Apprehenſions, which 
they once, like you, were enſlaved to; they are 
now growing bold and fearleſs, and can dare 


the Almighty, as if with Pleaſure to damn their 
Bodies 
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Bodies and Souls! And yet you ſee that theſe 
are the only Youths, or Men of Faſhion! 

Ax p indeed fo they are loox d upon by their 
own Companions, . and the unthinking Mul- 
titude, whereby the Contagion ſpreads like the 
Plague ! 

Bur I hope theſe Suggeſtions upon the firſt 

onſet will be enough to ſurpriſe and amaze 

ou, thro' contrary Influence of the Spirit of 
God ; which Influence of God's Spirit, thoſe 
who have been overcome by the Devil, I 
doubt not, have experienc'd, and have found 
it very difficult to reſiſt and quench ; ſo that 
upon their firſt Entrance upon this Courſe, 
the Devil wou'd be forc'd to ſooth them up 
with the future Hopes of God's Mercies to 
'em, and that he wou'd gladly receive them 
whenever they repented, but that it wou'd 
be rime enough to ſerve God, when they had 
firſt ſerv'd him, and taken their Pleaſure, 
of the World and the Fleſh, and tho” at firſt 
they had enter'd for a while into his Service, 
they might at pleaſure be disbanded, and 
enter into Chrif's, 

Ueox which the Agreement is commonly firſt 
made between them and the Devil, and hereby 
their Allegiance to God, is firſt broke thro: And 
when once this Allegiance to God, (ſolemnly 
made in their Baptiſmal Covenant) is forfeited, 
God's Covenant, therein made with them to 
preſerve and keep them by their Endeavours, 
from Temptations, is hereby diſannull'd, becauſe 
their Endeavours have been to reſiſt the Work- 
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ings and Operations of his Spirit,which is become 
griey'd thereby, arid muſt be fo far withdrawn 
from them as they have got Impudence and Pro- 
ficiency in Wickedneſs to reſiſt it: Upon which 
account it may be ſaid of them, as it was of the 
old Antidiluvian World before Noah's Flood, 
that God's Spirit will not always firivewith Man, 
which never happens until their Vices have de- 
 bardit, 

Now altho' the Devil might at firſt perſwade 
them of God's Mercies to the Penitent, it was 
only with Deſign to get them into his Snare, for 
then he did not much doubt to keep them in it, 
for having them once deeply entangled in it, he 
does not much fear but he can keep them in 
Play, till it will be too late to get out, and if 
ever they ſhou'd reſolutely attempt to doit (as 
I am afraid but few of theſe will have that true 
Courage) he will then on the contrary inſinu- 
ate, that their Sins are too great to be pardon'd, 
and that they have now nothing to expect but 
God's Juſtice, and thereby endeavour to over- 
throw all Attempts and Endeavours after Re- 
pentance and Reformation, and ſo will ſtrive to 
ſhock''em upon the Rock of Deſpairation, and 
fink *em-into the Ocean of eternal Perdition : 
But to theſe who have been thus miſerably en- 
tangled, I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak to here- 
after. 

Bur I wou'd . that few who have had the 
Advantages of a good Education, will ever be- 
come ſo deeply entangled in his Snares; for as 
the foremention d Temptations are in them- 


ſelves 


62 J Journey thi# the Wor tv. 


ſelves very ſhocking to Nature, they muſt be 


ſo tothoſe, who have juſt enter'd the Stage of 
a ſpiritual Warfare, therefore if you ſhall meet, 
upon your firſt onfet, with ſuch barefac'd De- 
vices from the Enemies you are 'to engage a- 


gainſt, immediately apply to your General Je- 


ſus Chrift (under whoſe Banner you enter'd your 
felyes Servants in your baptiſmal Covenant) for 
Succour and Relief, thereby to rid you of ſuch 
dreadful Tempeations to renounce his Service ; 
and this muſt be your conſtant Remedy againſt 
this and all other Aſſaults of the Devil, who 
will always be deviſing how he may bring you 
to withdraw your Allegiance from Chriſt. 
Fox if he finds he cannot thus do it at once, 
he will afterwards try to find out Ways to do it 
as imperceptably as he can, and take all Oppor- 
tunities to bring you into Snares unawares, and 
this will be next to impoſſible at all Times to be 
ſecure from; but whenever you happen to be 
unadviſedly drawn into any Snare, examine into 
the Reaſon of your own Conduct, and how you 
loft your Guard, and return to God by Repen- 
tance, and pray for his Aſſiſtance for the future, 
and hereby be admoniſhed to be upon your 
Watch, and never let any of his Devices againſt 


you prevail to draw you into the continued 


Practice of any known Sin or Wickedneſs, and 


then alcho' you will meet with many Frailticg 


of humane Nature, which the Devil employs 
as ſo many Engines to deſtroy your Souls, or at 
leaſt your Peace with God at preſent, yet by 


your daily — good Purpoſes, and 
Re ſo- 
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Reſolutions, with Endeavours to be watchful 


over your ſelyes, you will be preſery'd from 


the great Offence of giving up your ſelves to 
be led captive by the Devil at his Will; and 
by your powerful Advocate, your Sins and In- 
firmities, will be interceded for, and thro' his 
Merits and Mediation they will alſo be par- 
don'd. 

Bur if ever you ſhou'd be overcome by any 
of the Devil's Devices to renounce your Guard 
and Watch, and thereby your Allegiance to 
God, you will naturally fall into Perdition and 
Deſtruct ion; ſince nothing elſe but the Enjoy- 
ment of God himſelf, can give any true Sa- 
tis faction to one ſingle Defire of the Soul, for 
he that made you, can only make you Happy, 
and if you cleave not to him in Obedience, but 


' 


forſake him, by hearkening to the Suggeſtions 


of your ſpiritual Enemies, he muſt neceffarily 
then forſake you; and then you will beleft 
void of all manner of Happineſs, Comfort, 
Eaſe,or Pleaſure, when you leave this World; 

and be deliver'd over to your own Tempters to 
be tormented in the Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, kindled and maintain'd by utter Deſpa- 
ration and Diſtraction, - thro! the Senſe of 


your egregious Follies, in the rejections of 
God's Calls and Invitations, both by his Mi- 


niſters, and the inward Operations of his ho- 
ly Spirit in Oppolition to thoſe Temptations 
by which you were oyercome. 

Ler, then, neither the open Attacks, nor 


the private luſiauation of the Devil, be ever 
able 
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able to tempt you to renounce your Allegiance 
to God, or your Watchfulneſs againſt them; 
for when his open Aſſaults have been baffled by 
you, you have made a good Defence; which 
be ſure you continue to repeat as often as he 
ſhall continue to repeat his Attempts againſt 
you; and be alſo aware of his lying in wait to 
make all your lawful Diverſions, Recreations, 
and employments ſo many Snares to draw you 
by inſenſible Degrees to Deſtruction. And how 
theſe are to be uſed, and not nonled 2 I come to 
- conſider, | 

Recreations in themſelves aul and expedi- 
ent, not only in Youth but in all Stages of 
Life, very often become Snares and Inlets to 
Vice; therefore it will be neceſſary to conſult, 
what Recreations and Diverſions may be prac- 


tiſed, and how they may be managed, without 


corrupting the Morals ; in which this general 
Rule may be obſery'd, that they are only to be 
uſed to refreſh the Body and brighten the Mind, 
and muſt be ſuch, from whence proceed nothing 
but Good-will, Love, Peace and Agreement ; ſo 
that the Parties concern'd therein continue in 
mutual Friendſhip. 

Bor whenever theſe Virtues are broke thro', 
ſo that Envy, Contention, Wrath, Malice, and 
Revenge are ſtirred up, then they become Snares 
and give the Devil an Opportunity to get Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Hearts thus enflam'd,and he will 
not fail to heap Fuel on this Fire, when there 
appears ſo much Hopes of his gaining an entire 


Conqueſt, and, to this End, will ne you, 
that 


" 4; 
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that you are concert d, never to relifiguiſh that 
Honour, which now calls for your Bravery in a 
ſealonable'Self-Defence for the Affronts ànd A- 
buſes you have receiv*d'from thoſe, you are en- 
gaged with: He will | likewiſe repreſent the 
ſame to your Opponents, that they are concern'd 
to ſhew themſelves Brave, and to ſtand in an 
open Defiance of their Reputation! which by 
Cowardice will fink in the Opinion of the World, 

and eſpecially their own Companions : But be 
afſur'd, that whenever you ſhall fall under theſe 
Temptations, it is the Device of the Devil, and 
if ever you ſhou'd. unadviſedly happen to be 
drawn into Anger or Paſſion (which you ought 
to avoid as much as poſſible) preſently recollect 
the Thoughts of your Duty, to be forbearing 
and forgiving of Injuries, as you expect God to 
forgive your Inadvertencies and Infirmities; for 
this will entitle you to a Reputation with God 
and all good Men, which is infinitely preferable 
to your vain-glorious Reputation of Bravery in 
Vice, Malice, and the moſt open Retaliations 
of Affronts, or Injuries, which is the only 4 
plauſe of the Devil and his Agents. | 

Tnvs you may fee how far Rectiations aro 

lawful and expedient, and ought to take Care 
to avoid all ſuch, which carry in them a Ten- 
dency to draw you to Vice, (as too many now- 
a-days in vogue do,) to the Ruin of many of 
their Followers, as we ſee by ſad Experience; 
for by Gaming, ſeveral, thro' bad Succeſs, have 
been put upon the Arts and Deceits of Cbeat- 
ing, and upon the — cf Curſing, I uearing, 
 Damning, | 
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Damning and Fighting, and abuſing one another 
in the moſt barbarous and inhuman Manner; 
thus making the Workmanſhip of God (the 
curious Fabrick of an humane Body) a Butt for 
the Malice of helliſn Fury and Diſtraction; ſo 
that even Murders have too too often n 
conſequent hereupon. 

AnD altho' the Conſequences of cheſs Gates 
haye been generally condemn'd by Men in their 
Senſes, yet how often do, even ſome of theſe 
Men, who condemn the Conſequences, put 
themſelves into the Way of theſe Temptations, 
by practicing thoſe Games, which very com- 
monly lead to theſe Evils ; and their Plea for it 
is, that they have no Deſign to come to that 
Abuſe of em, which others have done before 
'em, and that they may be made an harmleſs 
Uſe of: If this be granted, which I think it 
ſcarcely can, (eſpecially when great Wagers are 
contended for) you are hereby put into the 
Way of great Temptations, which ſometimes 
over-ballance the beſt aud firmeſt Reſolutions, 
which I doubt not many Practicers of Cards 
and Dice have experienced. 

And therefore it is moſt adviſeable entirely 
to forſake and reſolve againft ſuch Games, that 
carry along with them ſuch dangerous Conſe - 
quences, leſt Satan thereby get an Advantage 
againſt ydu: And, in all your Recreations, Plays 
or Games, let what you contend for be no more 
than what you can chooſe to win or loſe with 
Pleaſure, that you may continue in Love and 
Friendſhip with your Opponents, and they 
wich you. Object. 
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Objects of Cruelty ought not to be made Mat 
ter of our Games and Diverfions ; which, be- 
ſides carrying along with 'em the foremention- 
ed Evils, are in themſelves Sinful, and tend to 
the hardening of the Heart, and depriving it of 
that Compaſſion and Humanity, which were 
implanted in it by the Divine Impreſſion, and 
which ought to be carefully prefery'd and che. 
riſh'd, and not defac'd by taking Delight in 
Cruelties, fuch for Inſtance as ſetting Creatures 
of inferiour Rank at Variance one with another; 
as Dogs with Dogs, Bears, or Bulls; Cocks 
with Cocks, and the like; which to ſee ought 
rather to be Matter of our Humiliation than 
Diyerfion ; fince it was Man's Tranfgreflion of 
God's Law, that firſt brought Eumity into the 
World. 85 
Ax ſince Plays, Comedies, Tragedies and O- 
peras are likewiſe become the Entertainments 
of Multitudes, it may be neceffary to obſerve, 
that they were at firſt purpoſely calculated for 
the ſuppreſſing of Vice, by rendring in its own 
proper Colours, with that Wit and Satyr that 
might make 1t appear as Odious as it really is ; 
being that, which wou'd rob us (notwithſtand- 
ing its ſeeming Gratifications) of all manner of 
true Delight, Satisfaction, Eaſe and Happineſs, 
and involve us in utter Ruin and endleſs De- 
ſtruchon, and leave us void of the leaſt Gratifi- 
cation of any one of our Deſires hereafter: But 
where Comedians, Fc. have relinquiſh'd this 
proper End of their 4s, and make them ra- 
ther tend to the corrupting the Morals, and 
E 2 | viciating 
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viciating of the Principles, then theſe Di ver- 
fions, tho' acted with the greateſt Shew of Wir 
and Humour, become Sinful, and are to be 
ſnunꝰd and avoided by all, who intend to keep 
themſelves out of the Way of Temptation. 
Bor when, by them, Vice is ſatyrized and 
render d odious either by Comedies or Trayedies, 
the Actors themſelves having a true Taſte of 
Virtue, and Hatred of Vice; then are they 
likely to leave a good Reliſh upon their Specta- 
tors and Auditors, as well as give them a _ 
ſent Diverſion. | 

I cows, in the next Place, to a the 
e Circumſtances and Capacities of Yquth, 
and how their different Births will afford them 
different Vicus and Employments in the World, 
which every one that comes into it, and lives to 
Vears of Maturity, muſt needs be concern'd with. 

Axb it will be requiſite for all ſorts and Con- 
ditions of Youth, of what Circumſtance ſoever, 
to look upon all Men equally as capable of Hap. 
pineſs or Miſery as themſelves, and that as they 
defire their own Welfare here and Happineſs 
hereafter, ſo they ſhou'd as heartily wiſh that 
of others, and lay hold of all Opportunities to 
promote and forward it, even as they cou'd 
wiſh other Men wou'd promote and forward 
theirs. 

LE I this be your firſt and general Rule as 
ſoon as you come to enter upon the Stage of 
Action, and begin to think which way you muſt 
enter upon for a Livelihood in the World, du- 
ring your Stay in it, viz. To ds to all Men as you 

would 
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word they ſhou'd do to you; This is the GO DEN 
RuLE by which you can only ſteer Safe, and 
therefore ought to be obſerv'd by you all, in 
all Degrees and Circumſtances of Life and Em- 
ployments, thereby to direct all your Action, 
thro' the whole Courſe of your-Lives. 

To. illuſtrate which I ſhall obſerve what Ef- 
fects the Obſervation of this Rule will produce 
in the ſeveral States, Conditions and. Circum- 
ſtances of Life. 

I s#AL1 begin with thoſe, whoſe Births 
have diſtinguiſh'd and fignaliz'd.. them from 
thoſe, whoſe meaner Circumſtances call chem 
to ſome Trade, Buſineſs, or Employment, 
thereby to procure them a comfortable or to- 
lerable Subſiſtance in the World. 5 
Arp you'll now ſind that many of your Com- 

panions in Learning and Play can no longer be 
continued with you in Schools of Education; but 
are remoy'd to Apprenticeſhips, Clerkhips, Book- 
keepers or other Labours for a common Support 
and Maintenance; while you are remov'd from 
one School to another, and at laſt to Academi- 
cal Learning, with ſome of your old'School- 
Fellows along with you deſign'd for a Mainte- 
nance from their acquir'd Learning, along with 
their natural Qualifications, 

Now you are to lay hold of this golden Op- 
portunity, before the neceſſary Affairs of Man- 
hood call you to attend the Concerns thereof; 

and you are to imploy the Powers and Abilities 
oſ your Minds in a Search after Learning, as 
much as thoſe, who are put to Trade or other 
E 3 ; Buſineſs, | 
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Buſineſs, are'called upon to be n—_ and in- 


duftrious thefein. 


Ax p as this is the Time to gain a Stock of 
ſound Learning; ſo are you to guard againſt the 
common Temprations you find incident to your 
Years, and to reprove and admoniſh ſuch as you 


Tee taken in by them; or to avoid their Com- 


pany if irreclaimable ; Lou are ro'confider that 
as you have ſuch Advantages for Learning that 
others have not, ſo it wil! be neceſſary that you 
ſhou'd be furniſhed with ſuch a ſtock of Learn- 
ing and Virtue, as may enable you to lay it out 
in charitable Offices, by inſtructing the Igno- 


rant, and both by Admonition and Example to 


inſtill into em, and endeayour to eſtabliſh in 
them, the Seeds of Virtue and Religion ; al- 
ways obſerving that were you to imagine them 
in your Circumſtances, and your ſelf in theirs, 
what you cou'd reaſonably deſire they ſhou'd 
therein do to you, do ye even the ſame to them. 
As for Example, 

Was you to imagine your ſelf Ignorant, and 
they Wiſe and Learned; wou'd you not deſire 
that they wou'd condeſcelſd to inſtruct you in 


ſome of their Wiſdom and Knowledge, and 


that they wou'd behave with that Candour and 
Freedom, that wou'd give you the Opportunity, 


ſometimes, of their improving Converſations ? 
Thus by forming a Judgment of what you cou'd 


naturally wiſh for from them, is a change of 
Circumſtances, you may be able to ſee your 
own Duty to them either in ſpiritual or in tem- 


poral Affairs; and which you, accarding to 
your 
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your Ability in Riches, or Attainments in 
Knowledge, are concern'd to acquit 3 in 
the Diſcharge of. | 

You are to conſider that ĩt will be your Bu- 
ſineſs.to obſerve and ſee where your Aſſiſtance 
is in either kind wanted, and be readily-diſpoſed 
co afford it upon all Occaſions in ſuch charitable: 
Offices, as may neither leflen your Subſtance, 
nor deprive you of making a proper Proviſion 
for your Families, when you ſhall come to have 
the Care and Government of 'em; for this 
wou'd not only be an Error of Exceſs in your 
Charity, but wou'd alſo deprive you of an 
Ability to continue thoſe charitable Offices, 
which the Law of God and Nature require. 
Bur, Ithink, I need not enlarge upon this Head 
becauſe this Error (tho? ſometimes) is very 
rarely fallen into. But further, 

- Ricuss are not given Men with Deſign that 
thoſe, who enjoy em ſhall be exempt from all 
the Concerns of their Fellow-Creatures, or to 
make em void of Care, or to indulge themſelves 
in all the Gratifications of their ſenſual Inclina- 
tions, or to be thrown away, and ſquander'd in 
their Delights, Games, Luſts, and Exceſſes. 

Bur ought to be employ'd in the Relief of 
the Neceſſitous, and, as above obſery'd, proper 
Care taken rather to encreaſe than diminiſh the 
Eſtate they are firſt poſſeſt of, that they may 
thereby be enabled not only to continue, but 
encreaſe in doing good. 

NEITHER is Learning and Knowledge be. 
ſtowed upon Men to be hidden in Obſcurity and 
E 4 con- 
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conceal'd to themſelves ; which wou'd be like 
unto lighting a Candle, and putting it under a 
Buſhel, inſtead of placing it on a Candleftick 
that it might give Light to the Houſbuld. | 

Fox altho* a proper Proviſion is made, of 
Men ſet apart for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
for the inſtructing of their reſpective Flocks, 
who are in Duty to God, bound to take all the 
Care and Pains, that in Reaſon can be expected 
from them, by Teaching, Inſtructing, Adviſing, 
Reproving and Exhorting them, yet we find, 
that notwithſtandlug we have all Advantages 
that can be this Way expected, that for want 
of a mutual Duty requir'd of all Men, accord- 
ing to their Opportunities and Abilities, to be 
exhorting one another daily, while it is called to 
Day, that many remain harden'd thro! the De- 
ceirfulneſs of Sin. 

Ax as it is a mutual Duty incumbent upon 
all Chriſtians according to their Attainments 
and Abilities to help forward the Salvation of 
the Souls under their Inſpection, Relation and 
Friendſhip, and of thoſe with whom they have 
the Opportunities of Commerce and Converſa- 
tion; ſo it muſt in an eſpecial Manner belong to 
thoſe, Who are born to Eſtates and plentiful 
Fortunes in the World, and ought to be mix'd 
with their other Charitable Diſtributions, where 
they ſee it neceſſary, from whence it is likely 
it wou' d have the greater Force and Effect. 

Now therefore you, who have the Opportu- 
nities of the Improvements of Learning and 
Knowledge upon your Hands, endeavour to 

quality 
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qualify your ſelves therewith 5 that you may 
be able ro do good to the Souls as well as Bodies 
of thoſe, whoſe Wantz may call for your Re. 
lief and Aſſiſtance. 

Axpo by thus employing your Time, with the 
Views of theſe Attainments in Learning and 
Knowledge, to theſe Ends, you may expect the 
Bleſſing of God to attend you, not only in your 
Searches after theſe noble Attainments, bur al- 
ſo in all the future Tranſactions of your Lives, 
that are under a conſequent Government. 
Axp you, who have only a Dependance for 
a Livelihood in the World thro! Trades or Em- 
ployments in Buſineſs, its your Place to apply 
your ſelves diligently to the Buſineſs, you, or 
your Parents, or Truſtees, have choſen for you; 
and while you are under the Government of 
Maſters or Miſtreſſes in Apprenticeſhips or Ser- 
vitudes, not only to learn the Buſineſs or Trade 
you are put to, that yow may thereby be ena- 
bled to get your own Livings honeſtly, but it 
muſt be alſo your Buſineſs to act, for your Maſ 
ters or Miſtreſſes, in as careful, honeſt, and in- 
duſtr ious a Manner as you will expect Servants 
and Apprentices ſhall do to you when you be- 
come Maſters or Miſtrefles your ſelves. _ 

Fox this is the golden Rule, by which all 
Degrees of Men ought to regulate all the Ac- 
tions of their Lives; and which, if it was poſ- 
fible, to perſwade all Men and Women to the 
Obſervation of it, wou'd make Mankind the 
moſt mutual and happy Society that Heart cou'd 
vis and wou'd render, even this 9 a 

on- 
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Communion of Saints on Earth, by anſwering 
what we pray to obtain in our Lord's Prayer. 
Fox hereby we ſhou'd hallow the Name of 
our Father, which is in Heaven; by evidencing 
our Obedience to this golden Precept of our 
blefled Saviour: Hereby his Kingdom won d 
come, by being ſet up in our Hearts: Hereby 
his Will wowd be done en Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven, by Mankind becoming a mutual Society of 
loving one another, which wou'd reſemble An- 
gelical Obedience: Hereby all Mankind wou'd 
enjoy their daily Bread, becauſe they, who have 
to ſpare, wou'd not ſee any want, ſince there is 
in the World that Proviſion, which is more 
than abundantly ſufficient for the neceflary Sup- 
port of all its Inhabitants : Hereby we ſhou'd 
be ready to forgive others their Treſpaſſes againft 
1, as we deſire God ſhowd forgive ours again 
bin, becauſe this Rule, of doing to others as 
wie deſire they ſhowd do to us, will engage us 
to forgive Treſpaſſes, ſince we naturally deſire 
Forgiveneſs our ſelves: Hereby we ſhou'd be 
fortified againſt being led into Temptation, 
whereas the contrary Practice lays us open to 
all: Hereby we ſhou'd be deliver'd from Evil, 
from the Evil of Sin, and therefore from the 
Evil of Puniſhment, the Conſequence of it, 
and ſo be enabled to aſcribe unto God the King- 
dom, Power and Glory due unto him both here 
and hercafter, even, for ever and ever. Amen. 
AD now if the univerſal Practice of this 
one Rule, of doing to others as we wou'd they 
ſhou'd do to us, woy'd produce in us ſuch glo- 
| TIOUS 
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rious Effects, we may obſerve the contrary Ef- 
fects of the contrary Practice; by the Neglect of 
it ſucceed Self-ſeeking, II- will, Envy, Hatred, 
Malice, Defamations, Cruelties, Scolding, Quar- 
relinz, Fighting, Swearing, Cheating, Defraud- 
ing, Fornications, Adulteries, Thefts, Robberies, 
Murders, and what not. | 
Bo r it we look into the World, and obſerve 
the common Tranſactions of Mankind one with 
another, and conſider from thence how far it 
will appear to be under the Government of this 
Chriſtian Precept, ſhall we not have reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that even, very few profeſſed * Chril- 
tians come up to it, and not many to the Imita- 
tion of it? | a 
Fon the Neglect or Decay of this Duty 
ſeems to be one of the chief Cauſes of the dead- 
neſs of Trade, and to be the Reaſon of ſo much 
Complaint among working People of the Hard- 
neſs of Times, and Scarcity of Money, which 
is commonly more or leſs in Proportion to the 
Obſervation or Neglect of this Duty ; fo that 
there is not only a ſpiritual, but alſo a temporal 
Advantage ariſing from it, and it is very proper 
that we ſhou'd have Views to both in the Prac- 
tice of it, tho' with a moſt ſuperior Regard to 
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* Thoſe, who pr to be Chriſtians, and yet live in an 

n Violation this Precept of Chriſt's may expect to be 
diſown'd by him, when he comes toreward his true Followers ; 
notwithſtanding their Plea of Eating and Drinking at his Ta- 
ble, and in his Name doing many wonderful Works; and to 
have the Sentence pronounc'd againſt them, Depart from me ye 
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thoſe of a ſpiritual Kind, ſince there is no Com- 
pariſon between our preſent Time and Eternity; 
but as, in this Caſe, our preſent and ſpiritual Wel- 
fare are united in the ſame Views, and as pre. 
' ſent Views are the Objects of our preſent Senſ- 
es; I ſhall take the Liberty to dwell a while up- 
on the ſubject of the preſent Advantages that 
wou'd ariſe from the Obſervation of this Duty, 
I may firſt be obſery'd how the Neglect of 
it has tended to the Ruination of Trade in gene- 
ral, and reduc'd many to the Maintenance of 
Pariſhes, who might otherwiſe have been able, 
at leaſt, to have gotten for themſelves a tolerable 
Subſiſtance; and even, ſome Pariſhes themſelves 
where they chiefly depend on Trade, have been, 
and are under an Incapacity of affording their 
numerous Poor proper Relief, and Subſiſtance: 
from which they are forc'd out to beg contrary 
to the common Law, and Proviſion made, a- 
gainſt it: The Miſchiefs of which I think, will 
appear to be owing toa general Neglect of each 
one, in their proper Stations, Places and Em- 
ployments, 1 do to others, as they wewd that 
ethers ſbou d do to them, 
BECAUSE, the Obſervation of this Rule 
wou'd Cauſe all Men to deal honeſtly, fairly and 
juſtly one with another : This wou'd leaye no 
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Which Law is r urg d ne * by thoſe 
u ho feel no Want themſelves, and do not care to concern them- 
ſelves with the Wants of others, nor to hearken to the Reaſons 


of their forc'd Neceſſities, or to know whether they be real 
* of their Charities, 


Room 
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Room for Deceits between Buyer and Seller: 
This wou'd remove all Jeklouſies of under- hand 
Dealing: This wou'd ſecure to all Labourers 
ſufficient Wages for their Work; and the 
Tradeſmen proper Prices for their Goods, as 
well as ſecure them from ſetting any extortion- 
ate Value upon 'em : This wou'd ſecure Land- 


lords from ſerting their Farms at wreck Rents, 


thereby to make Tenants Slaves to their Luſts 
and Exceſſes: This wou'd ſecure Farmers from 
Cheating and Defrauding in ſelling their Goods 
or Chattels, thereby to damage the Buyer, and 
the Buyer from depreciating them below the 
real Value: This wou'd ſecure to all Men Em- 
ployment in their own proper Buſineſs, and each 
one wou'd be hereby enabled to imploy others 


in their Ways, without infringing upon others 
Buſineſs or Employments themſelves, which 
are out of their way, and which they were not 


called to and fitted for; ſuch for Inſtance, as the 
neceſſitous Farmer for want of Money to pay 
for Shoes, turning Cobler; and for the like 
Neceſſities in Cloaths, acting the Part of a Tay- 
lor, in patching together his old Ones, and the 
like might be obſerv'd of other poor Tradeſmen 
being forc'd to infringe upon one anothers pro- 


per Buſineſs ; whereas. by the Obſervation of 
this Precept. theſe ORR wou d be 


happily prevented. 
Fox as this wou'd ſecure to every Man his 
own proper Buſineſs, ſo it wou'd alſo ſecure him 

a proper Maintenance from it, by allowing him 
. Price ſor his Work or Goods ; from 
| which 
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which a Circulation of Honeſty, Truth, juſtice, | 
Love, Mercy and Money wou'd turn round in 
an uninterrupted Ring, and all Trade and Buſi- 
neſs give every one a true Contentment, and 
Satisfaction, without coveting a Level with their 
Superiors, properly ſituated as the Heads and 
Governors of ſo happy a Society. 

So that an univerſal Practice of this one Pre- 
cept wou'd make, even this State like Paradice 
for Innocence, and wou'd retrieye as great a 
Part of its Happineſs as cou'd be poflibly expec- 
ted in this State: But we ſee, alas, that, eyer 
ſince the Fall of Adam, moſt Men have ran 
counter to it; and it can only be hoped that a 
more general Practice hereof may be attain'd, 
that thereby ſome of the good Effects may ariſe 
from a general Practice of it. 

Fox an univerſal Practice of it, we have no 
Encouragement to expect until the firſt Reſur- 
rection of the Dead in Chriſt, and the Change 
of the Righteous, then living, and their Aſcen- 
fion into Heaven; which (as I obſery'd in the 
latter End of my Preface to my ſecond Vol. of 
Philoſophical Meditations) will put the remain- 
ing Inhabitants of the Earth, then living, upon 

embracing the Truth and Righteouſneſs | of the 
Son of God, whereby this Precept will then be 
univerſally embrac'd, to the Overthrow of the 
Kingdom of Satan, and the binding him with 
that Chain, which will caft him into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit. The Commencement of which 
happy Eſtate will begin the expected Millenium. 
(My Accounts of which you may ſee in my 
Preface abaye cited.) * 
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ISAAIT therefore only attempt a Revival of 
this moſt neceſſary Chriſtian Duty, and perſwade 
my Readers as much as I can to the Practice of 
it; notwithſtanding as the World is now grown, 
it is become hard and difficult to perform it in 
that Degree of Purity, that it might be upon 
an univerſal Conſent of Mankind -mutually to 
embrace it, by which it wou'd become much 
more eaſily practicable, notwithſtanding thoſe, 
who heartily endeayour it, will find, it will be 
eaſy and pleaſant to the Mind, even within 
thoſe proper Reſtrictions, which the preſent 
Corruptions of the World have made neceſſary 
Exceptions to this Rule. 

Fox according to the preſent Face of Things, 
the want of the Obſervance of this Rule has 
render'd thoſe, who wou'd make this the Rule 
of their Actions, the moſt eaſy to become a 
Prey to the Cunning of crafty deſigning Men, 
who make it their Buſineſs to take all Opportu- 
nities to oyer-reach and defraud the unwary 
aud innocent; and to make a Gain of the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Poor: As for Inſtance, when 
they are oblig'd to ſell their Goods for ready 
Money, and muſt take ſuch a Price as theſe 
Men can find in their Hearts to allow for 'em, 
they will commonly beat em down to as little 
as they can, and give them much leſs than the 
real Value of their Goods. 

HEerxepy the Neceſſitous are ſtill made more 
ſo, until they become the Object of ſome better 
Peoples Charities, or torc'd to very hard Shifrs 
for a Livelihood, and quite hurl'd out of that 

| * way 
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way they were brought up to, and properly de- 


nded on: From hence flows the Beginnings 


of the Trades Decay. | 
F o x by this Means theſe Goods chus bought 
under the Value, the Buyer of em is capable 


| to ſell em for leſs: than the fair Trader, and 


therefore can ſell before him, ſo that theGoods 
of the fair Trader is hereby depreciated and 


* undervalu'd: Hereupon the honeſt Trader is 
put upon wrecking his Wits and Inventions to 


make his Gogds cheaper, that he may afford 
them at ſuch Prices likewiſe, becauſe he finds 


they muſt otherwiſe be a dead Commodity, and 
hang on his Hands, ſo that they, who wou'd 


willingly keepup their Goods, that they might 
allow for em an honeſt Price, are forc'd unwil- 
lingly to deal with their Workmen, as the Ne- 
ceſſities of Trade, thus reduced, obliges them. 
Io remedy which Inconvenience, wou'd be 
eaſy and natural by the general Practice of the 
aforeſaid Rule; the main Difficulty then will be 
to perſwade, or force theſe ſelſiſh deſigning 
Oppreſſors to relinquiſh their Views of exorbi- 


tant Gain to themſelves for a publick Good. 
Bur as they have before relinguith'd all Views 


for the good of others, and only ſet up them- 
ſelves to adore their own Idols; I ſhou'd fear 
my Labour loſt to perſwade them to be the firſt 
Attempters to heal the Wound they have wade, 
and by which they have deſign'd to make a Prey 
of thoſe Men, whoſe Weltare this Rule wou'd 
have engaged them to have conſulted, with a 
due and different Regard to their Circumſtances, 
as well as their own. 88 Bor 
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Bor if the Force of Arguments, drawu from 
our Duty, will not prevail with theſe Men, who 
ſeem to have- relinguiſh'd all Obligations of Du- 
ty to God or Man, yet there is one Argument 
ſtill, I am ſure will, if duly conſider'd, prevail 
with all, who have any Regard to the Welfare 
of their Poſterity; and this is what almoſt eye- 
ry one muſt pretend, in their heaping up Riches; 
for all Men muft know that they muſt ſhortly 
leave their worldly Poſſeſſions, and therefore 
deſign them for their Children or Friends, 
whom they have a RSS: Valne and Eſteem 
for, | 

No w if you really have this Value al Er. 
teem for theſe your Children or Friends, which 
you pretend, and you really deſire that they 
ſhou'd flouriſh in the World by your bounteous 
Legacies, or entail'd Eſtates; then I wou'd per- 
ſwade you never to attempt to encreaſe what 
you have by Oppreſſion, or by making Gain of 
the Neceſſities of the Poor, Sc. as aboye ob- 
ſery'd, ſince it is very plain and obvious to com- 
mon Experience, that Riches thus acquir'd, or 
Eſtates thus gotten, do always dwindleaway,and 
the Poſterity of theſe Men, in the third or fourth 
Generation at furthermoſt, commonly become 
the Objects of Charity, and ſometimes of Scorn; 
nay, very often ſome of the Opprefſors of poor 
working People, have, in their own Time; ſeen 
Subſtance, thus attain d, ſet a ſquandring away 
faſter than they got it together. 

W a r promiſing Advantages then can be 
expected from theſe fading Riches ? Is not a 
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puablick Good, and a Rleſſing entail'd on your 
Poſterity, preferable to a preſent and private 
Idol; which, tho' worſhip'd for a Time, muſt 
fall down it felf, and periſh like Dagon with its 
Hands and Head broke off? 

Tus E Obſervations, as they are plain and 
true, I wou'd hope may have an Influence upon 
all ſuch who are finking into this ſcandalous and 
mean Way of Trading, if they wow'd duly 
weigh and confider it in Time; but becauſe I 
cannot depend that many of thoſe, who have 
ſo much fer their Hearts on Idols, or upon co- 
veting this Worlds Riches upon the Ruin of o- 
thers, will have the curioſity of reading and 
conſidering my Advice: I ſhall apply my ſelf to 
the fair Traders and give them the beſt Advice 
I can how to break off from the Neceflities of 
giving or receiving under a proper living Price 
for their Goods; but this muſt be a Work of 
Time, and joint Conſent and Contract between 
fair Traders of every Denomination. 

- Now you who are entering upon the Stage 
of Action, and are going to fet up any Trade, 
Buſineſs, or Employment in the World, and 
having fix d your Minds to the Obſervation of 
this Precept, to do to others as you wou'd have 
others to do to you; you are hereby in perfect 
Charity with all Men, and conſequently with all 
of your ow nProfeſſion, with whom it will be pro- 
per to fix an amicable Correſpondance, as far 
as your Affairs will admit, and to conſult each 
others Welfare, without Encroachments into 
one anothers Cuſtoms, by under - ſelling of Goods 
in Towns or Cities. AND 
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Av p from this amicable Correſpondance let 
proper Meetings, Societies or Clubs be appoint- 
ed, and Men of Integrity and Ingenuity choſe 
to be Heads of em, for the conſulting proper 
Meaſures to ſuppreſs all deſigning under-hand 
Dealers in their way of Trade or Buſineſs; and 
let there be appointed, of every Trade, honeſt 
Men, of good Reputation in Country-Towns 
and Villages, where ſuch Trade is follow?d, to 
make Complaint of any, that ſhalt be found to 
act contrary to thoſe Rules, which ſuch Society 
ſhall judge moſt conducive to carry on, in Order 
to their Trades Amendment, in the Management 
of which let the golden Rule before laid down 
be your conſtant Conduct. 

AxD all ſuch, who will not conform to this 
Rule, but their Practice manifeftly runs counter 
to it; let the Society, after repeated Admoni- 
tions, upon ſufficient Evidence of their Non- 
reformation, declare againſt them, and publiſh 
to the World, that whoever ſhall, for the fu- 
ture, have any Dealing with 'em, in the Affair 
of their Trade, ſhall have no Dealing at all with 
any belonging to their Society; and Keep them 
as much as poſſible from having any Dealings 
with 'em in Buying or Selling, till ſuch Time, 
as t hey ſhall be compelꝰd to embrace ſuch Mea- 
ſures, that will conſiſt with the publick welfare 
of their Buſineſs. 

Iz the preſent Generation, now looking i into 
the World of Action and Trade, wou'd hut t hus 
unanimouſly conſent, agree, and knit themſelves 
together in Affection and Fatereft, and commu- 
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nicate to each other at diſtant Places, in Writ- 
ings or publick Prints, their Proceedings, and 
the Effects of em, together with the beſt Ad- 
vices from the Heads of the Societies, to pre- 
ſerve the Bodies in due Order and Diſcipline, 
whoſe Eſtabliſhment being laid upon the afore- 
ſaid Foundation of acting in mutual Love, and 
each ones doing to others as they defire others 


ſhou'd do to them; the Effects thereof muſt 


needs be proportionably good, according to this 
Rule's joint Obſervation: And every individual 
Member of the whole Body wou' d find the pre- 
ſent Advantages ariſing therefrom, as well as 
enjoy that inward Peace neceſſarily accompany- 
ing it, which gives Aſſurance and a Taſte of 


thoſe laſting Joys; that will be conſequent upon 


a well-ſpent Life of Obedience to the Goſpel of. 
Chriſt, who has ſumm'd up the Law and Pro- 
phets inthis moſt extenſive Precept, from whence 


as from a Fountain all other Branches of our 


Duty do neceſſarily flow, ſince the very neglect 
of this Duty, of doing to others as we wou'd 
they ſhowd do to us, wou'd render all other Ser- 
vices to God unacceptable and fruitleſs, 

Now if the Advantages hereby ariſing from 
this Duty be ſo univerſal both as to temporal 
and ſpiritual Concerns, then ought it to be en- 
deayour'd after by all; and if the fair Traders 
cou'd once come to be the prevailing Number, 
they might ſo over-ballance the under-hand 
Dealers, by ſuch or the like Methods, above 
preſcribed, that they might in Time even for 
their ownAdyantage be brought into Compliance 

there- 


| 


A Journey thro) the Wo Rx LD 385 
thereunto, and might poſſibly afterwards be 
brought into Love with the Duty, and ſo have 
thoſe Stings of Conſcience removed, which 
wou'd otherwiſe ſometimes attend them, and 
entail upon their honeſt Gains a Rleſſing to their 
Poſterity or Succeſſors inſtead of àa Curſe, the 
neceflary Reſult of ill-gotten Subſtance. | 
Tus likewiſe delivers the fair Traders from 
the Apprehentions of becoming a Prey to the 
mercileſs Jaws of deſigning Knaves, who wou'd 
raiſe themſelves upon their Ruins. 

Tuls wou'd ſet Trade upon a fair Footing, 
and give all Traders the Opportunity to thrive 
according to their Capacities and Buſineſs, whe- 
ther engaged in the working Part, or in Buying, 
Selling or Imploying ; and as they are one De- 
pendant upon another, ſoeach wou'd have their 
proper Adyantages, and leave no Room for 
Complaint amongſt one another from the leaſt 
to the greateſt, 

Ax p ſhall we not then ſtand amazed ! to be- 
hold the Goodneſs of God, and the Folly of 
Men! The Goodneſs of God in ſo wilely calcu- 
lating his Laws, that, even, thoſe his wiſe and 
good Precepts, which are deſigu'd to bring us to 
Life eternal, have alſo ſuch a tendency in them- 
ſelves, that if they were but univerſally com- 
ply'd with, (O the affected blindneſs of human 
Eyes!) wou'd make this Worlds Inhabitants 
as Happy in this Life, as it is poſſible to ima- 
gine them in this preſent State of Mortality? 

And if the Enjoyment of this Worlds good 
be a Bleſſing deſirable, as it certainly is, if got 
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in an honeſt way, lawfully uſed, and prudently 
manag 'd, then ought it only to be fought after 
in the ways allow'd of, and permitted in the 
Law of God; or otherwiſe Poverty and Ho- 
neſty, are vaſtly preferable to the greateſt 
Riches heaped up by Extortion and Injuſtice. 
To conclude this Section, I cou'd heartily 
wiſh to ſee the Intereſt of this World and the 
other united; and as I have endeavour'd to lay 
down ſuch Inſtructions, as I wou'd hope might 
promote it, ſo if they ſhall prove any ways 
helpful to this End, I ſhall rejoyce in my At- 
tempt; and I with it may encourage others, to 
purſue the Deſign, with proper Amendments 
to this Scheme, Who have had better Succeſs in 
honeſt Dealing than my ſelt. 


GO IE 
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Endeavours to confirm in Religion and Virtue. 


Hann hitherto been lay ing a Founda- 
tion for Youth to fix their Choice upon 
virtuous Actions, and to make it their chief 
End and Deſign to pleaſe God, as the only 
Means to procure that Peace and Satisfaction of 
Mind that the World can neither give nor take 
away: I come to direct my Diſcourſe to you, 
as being grown up to the Maturity of Manhood, 
who are capable of taking upon you the Co- 
vernment of your ſelves, and others, who may 
afterwards fall under your Care. 4 


— 


As the Government of your ſelves is the only 
and proper Means to quality you for the C 
vernment of others, as Children, Servants, &c. 
I ſhall endeayour to perſwade you to, and en- 
courage you in the Practice of the foremen- 
tion'd Duties and Virtues, which you have hi- 
therto been inſtructed in, that the contrary Prac- 
tices of others may not be of any Forte to 
cauſe you to relinquiſh the good Effects of your 
firſt Foundation and Inſtruction in Religion and 
Virtue. | 
Now it is your Opportunity to make them 
your own Choice and Approbation, without 
which you will entirely loſe the Government of 
your ſelves, and become unfit for the Govern- 
ment of Families ; and lay your felyes open to 
innumerable Difficulties, and Temptations, 
which preſently attack the unwary and un- 
guarded to the utter Ruin of their preſent Eaſe 
and Tranquility of Mind, and to the Loſs of 
their future Hopes of the Favour of God, 
and the comfortable Expectation of a bleſſed 
Eternity. 

You are now binn to look into the 
World, wherein your Abode will be very ſhort 
and uncertain, and in which no compleat Hap- 
pineſs can be attain'd; and yet you find that the 
Purſuit of the generality of Mankind is contra- 
ry to their own true Happineſs, by ſeeking for 
it in vain, empty, unſatisfactory Trifles. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING, Happineſs and a Satis- 
faction of the Deſires of the Mind is the chief 
End and Aim of all their Purſuics ; but the 
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mad Multitude run themſelves upon the Rocks 
of · Ruin by hunting aft&r Shadows, or the Gra- 
tifications of their ſenſual Appetites, therein 
expecting Satisfaction; which is ſuch a manifeſt 
Miſtake, that all the Setiafaction ariſing there- 
from, if there were no future Terrors to attend 
it, is only empty, and vain, and vexatious. 

Tou are therefore to diſtinguiſh your ſelves 
in the Purſuit of your Happineſs, and not to be 
led away into the common Errorof the unthink- 
ing Multitude, who are ſeeking for Happineſs 
in periſhing Enjoyments ; for the Soul of Man 
is too great to be thus fatisfied ; no, the un- 
bounded Deſires thereof can never be ſatisfied 
with all the ſenſual Enjoyments of Life, for let 
them be never ſo promiſing in the Purſuit and 
Expectation, they vaniſh in the Enjoyment. 
Nor that you are forbidden all ſenſual En- 
joyments, and Pleaſures of Life, but you are 
not to ſeek for Happineſs. in them; but to en- 
joy them within thoſe due Reſtrictions and pro- 
per Methods which God has preſcribed and al- 
low'd ; this is the way to enjoy em whereby to 
reap any real Pleaſure from 'em; for ſuch a Par- 
ticipation of em, which is only deſignꝰd for the 
preſent Support and Comforts of Life, will 
make them to you a greater Pleaſure and En- 
Joyment, than they can poſlibly be to any, who 
make them their Idols. | 

Fox theſe make them their lie bey Aims: 3 
whereas you enjoy em as the Gift of God, and 
therefore in ſubordination to' his Laws and Di- 
reftion:, . whom you look upon as the only 
Founs 
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Fountain of all Happineſs, from whom alone 
choſe Streams of ſolid Satisfaction flow, which 
can'only ſatisfy the unlimited Defires of the 
Soul. | | 

Our Happineſs then conſiſts in the Enjoy- 
ment of our Creator, and the Regulation of our 
Actions according to his wiſe Precepts; ho can 
only direct us to that, which will yield us a full, 
compleat and perfect Bliſs in himſelf hereafter: 
For from whom we receiv'd our Exiſtence, and 
in whom we continue to exiſt, and upon whom, 
not only, our Beings, but well-being depends ; 
in him, and by him, and thro” him muſt our 
Happineſs alſo entirely depend. 

An p therefore for any one to fix his Hap- 
pineſs in any thing but in God his Creator, muſt 
fall infinitely ſhort of his Purpoſe, and loſe the 
End of all ſuch Aims and Attempts. 

Fox in God alone concenter all PerfeQions, 
which are communicable to his Creatures ac- 
cording as they become qualified by Holineſs 
to partake of that Fountain, the Streams of 


which cannot be. reliſh'd by fleſh and Blood; 
therefore-thoſe, who give themſelves over to 


ſenſual Delights as their higbeſt Aims, debaſe 
the Dignity of their hamane Nature, by ſinking 
their Rea ſon into ſenſuality, and make void to 
themſelves the End and Defign of Chrif's 
aſſuming an humane Body to reſtore the Image 
of Cod to Mankind. 

Ax p did not the Practice of the World ſuſſi. 
ciently evidence how much Men generally miſ- 
take in the Choice of their Happineſs, I think 

chin 
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think it but Labour loſt to perſwade Men not 
to fix upon the guilded Vanities, the fleeting 
Trifles, the empty Shadows and deluſive mo- 
mentary Enjoyments of fleſhly Delights for 
their chief Happinels. 

Aras! if this is all the Happineſs we are de- 
ſign'd for, or rather that we deſign our ſelves 
for, we may even take our farewell of em in 
the Enjoyment; for whozver makes them the 


Objects of their Satis faction, will for ever re- 


main unſatisfied with them: They only can be 
reliſh'd by thoſe, who uſe them in Subordina- 
tion to the Laws of God, and as neceſſary Sup- 
ports and Conveniences in their Way to that 
unconceivable Happineſs to be enjoin'd when 
we ſhall be ſtrip'd of all the vain Glories of the 
World, and become incapable of any Satis- 
factions or Delights except of a ſpiritua 
Kind. 4 

Ir we wou'd therefore be fitted. for ſpiritu- 
al Enjoy ments, we muſt qualify our ſelves for 
them, by being govern'd by the Dictates of 
the Spirit, and not be led by the Temptations 
of the Fleſh, which. Jufeth againſt the Spirit © 
Between which you will ſtill find ſuch an Ez. 
gagement that not without Difficulty will the 
Spirit prevail; notwithſtanding the Diſadvanta- 
ges that the Flefh labours under of Argument 
tor its ſelf. 

Tre Combat between them is in your own 
Breaſts; and I am perſwaded that whoever is 
overcome by the Fleſh, muſt, for a conſidera- 
ble Time, find greater Difficulties to overcome 

the 
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the Dictates of the Spirit, viz. Natural Cen- 
ſcience and Reaſon, than thoſe do, who, by the 
Government of Reaſon and Conſtienre, over- 
come the Dictates of the Fleſh. 

AND now you are in your full Strength and 
Vigour, in your moſt lively Activity, and are 
fitreſt for Action of any Kind (I fpeak to you 
who have had the Advantages of a religious E- 
ducation) and now you will alſo find Tempta- 
tions the ſtrongeſt, notwithſtanding your former 
Conqueſts, for now will your Enemies re- 
ſtrengthen their Forces; but to warn you of 
their Approach, is che only way to put yon up- 
on making Proviſion againſt them; and now ler 
your former /a#ories infpire you again with re- 
ſolved Courage to engage them, and tho' they 
may appear as Giants and Monfters, doubt nor, 
but thro' your mighty Deliverer Jeſus Cbriſt, 
your Engagements againft them will be carried 
on with Succeſs. 

Tre Fleſb will offer you preſent Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, and fuggeſt to you that you are 
now in the Bloom of your Days, and in the 
Prime of Life, and that you ought not to 
loſe the Opportunity of gratifying your Incli- 
nations, and fleſhly Senſes, in ſeeing, hearing, 
or acting whatever may be pallatable and de- 
lightful ro em; and that theſe Enjoymeants 
ought not to be forfeited in Expectation of future 
which for ought you know may be uncertain, 
notwithſtanding you have been inſtructed in the 
Belief of dem; and if they ſhou'd prove true, 
it will be time enough to provide for future 

Things, 
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Things, when you have, during Youth, enjoy d 
the Pleaſures of what are preſent. 

Taz World will alſo renew its Aſſaults to re- 
commend its Honours, and Preferments, its 
Riches, and Glories to your Choice, to be court- 

ed as your beff and ſureſt Happineſs, becauſe 
_ preſent, and therefore ought to be ſought after 
and purſued by you by all imaginable Methods 
and Means, that _ appear likely to obtain 
this End. 

Tus Devil will alſo chime in here to puſh 
forward this grand Engagement, with many 
fair Promiſes, that it will be your Wiſdom not 
to loſe the preſent for Views of future Enjoy- 
ments; and will alſo ſet his Agents to work, 
who will firſt infinuate themſelves into your Fa- 
vour by Flattery, or other Methods, and af. 
terwards attempt to flatter you out of your I. 

tegrity, or it that prevails not, to fright you 
out of Religion by Banter and Ridicule. 

TNuES EH are the Giants and Monſters, that 
have frighted Multitudes out of their way, and 
made them turn their Backs inſtead of giving 
Battle; but true Courage and Reſolution have 
always turn'd the Succeſs, and crown'd the 
Faithful with Victory. | 

Ler then the following Meditations be your 
Defence againſt complying with theſe Tempta- 
tions to relinguiſh the Hopes of future for the 
Proſpect of preſent Enjoyments. When I think 
of the Uncertainty of Life, even, in its utmoſt 
Strength and Vigcur, and how many of my Age 


of as : good a Confticution and Health as myſel, 
before 
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before their fatal Sickneſs, with many others 
ill younger, who are now in the Da; how 
can I promiſe my ſelf long Life ? And it I can - 
not promiſe my ſelf this, what will become of 
the promifing Happineſs that will reſult to me 
from the World's Enjoyments? What will be- 
come of my fleſhly Gratifications, when I am 
{trip'd by Death of my fleſhly Senſes, and en- 
ter'd into a World of Spirits, whoſe Minds are 
the only Objects of Satisfaction or Diſſatisfaction, 
and as they have been kept pure in Virtue, or 
corrupted by Vice, muſt for ever remain pleaſed 
and ſatisfy'd, thro' the Reflection of their for- 
mer wiſe Choice and Conduct; or be confound- 
ed with Horror thro' their making fleſhly Plea- 
ſures the Choice of their Happineſs, of which 
they are now left deſtitute, and ſo become i in 
capable of any Gratification whatſoever? 

$1 4 LL then any unlawful Pleaſure prevail | 
with me to embrace its Offers upon any Terms, 
when my preſent Peace with God and Conſcience 
will certainly be thereby moleſted and vaſtly 
endanger'd ? What tho' my Recovery may ſeem 
probable, is it not very uncertain, if my Life be 
continued, ſince I am hereby ſeeking Happineſs 
where it is not to be found, and forteiting my 
Peace with God to purſue it with Idols? For 
whatever I make Choice of as my chief God, 
or ſet my ſtrongeſt Affections upon, or place my 
Happineſs in, I take that for my God, or make 
t my Portion And what can I ſet up for my 
Happineſs, my God, or my Portion beneath 
my Creator and Redeemer, that I can in any Caſe 
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Things, when you have, during Youth, enjoy d 
the Pleaſures of what are preſent. 

Tax World will alſo renew its Aſſaults to re- 
commend its Honours, and Preferments, its 
Riches, and Glories to your Choice, to be court- 


ed as your het and ſureſt Happineſs, becauſe 


preſent, and therefore ought to be ſought after 
and purſued by you by all imaginable Methods 
and Means, that may appear likely to obtain 
this End. 

Tu Devil will alſo chime in here to > puſh 
forward this grand Engagement, with many 
fair Promiſes, that it will be your Wiſdom not 
to loſe the preſent for Views of future Enjoy- 
ments; and will alſo ſet his Agents to work, 
who will firſt inſinuate themſelves into your Fa- 
your by Flattery, or other Methods, and af- 
terwards attempt to flatter you out of your In- 
tegrity, or if that prevails not, to fright you 
out of Religion by Banter and Ridicule. 

Tu ES EH are the Grants and Monfeers, that 
have frighted Multitudes out of their way, and 
made them turn their Backs inſtead of giving 
Battle; but true Courage and Reſolution have 
always turn'd the Succels, and crown'd the 
Faithful with Victory. 

LzT then the following Meditations be your 
Defence againſt complying with theſe Tempta- 
tions to relinguiſh the Hopes of future for the 
Proſpect of preſent Enjoyments. When I think 
of the Uncertainty of Life, even, in its utmoſt 
Strength and Vigcur, and how many of my Age 


of as 8 good a Conſtitution and Health as myſel, 
before 
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before their fatal Sickneſs, with many others 
till younger, who are now in the Da; how: 
can I promiſe my ſelf Jong Life? And it I can- 
not promiſe my ſelf this, what will become of 
the promiſing Happineſs that will reſult to me 
from the World's Enjoyments? What will be- 
come of my fleſhly Gratifications, when I am 
trip d by Death of my fleſhly Senſes, and en- 
ter'd into a World of Spirits, whoſe Minds are 
the only Objects of Satisfaction or neee 
and as they have been kept pure in Virtue, or 
corrupted by Vice, muſt for ever remain pleaſed 
and ſatisfy d, thro' the Reflection of their for- 
ner wiſe Choice and Conduct; or be conſound- 
ed with Horror thro' their making fleſbly Plea- 
ſures the Choice. of their Happineſs, of which 
they are now left deſtitute, and ſo become i in- 
capable of any Gratification whatſoever? | 
$1 41 1 then any unlawful Pleaſure-prevail 
with me to embrace its Offers upon any Terms, 
when my preſent Peace with God and Conſcience 
ill certainly be thereby moleſted and vaſtly. 
endanger'd ? What tho' my Recovery may ſeem- 
probable, is it not very uncertain, if my Life be 
continued, ſince I am hereby ſeeking Happineſs ' Ss 
where it is not to be found, and forfeiting my = 
peace with God to purſue it with Idol? For 
whateyer I make Choice of as my chief God, 
or ſet my ſtrongeſt Affections upon, or place my 
Happineſs in, I take that for my God, or make 
it my Portion : And what can I ſet up for my 
f Happineſs, my Cod, or my Portion beneath 
\ 7 Creator and Redeemer, that I can in any Caſe 
of 
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of Wants or Exigencies fly to for Succour ? For 
in the midft of Life I am in Death, to whom or to 
what then ſhall I flee to for Succour but unto thee, 
O Lord ® Thou art the only Fountain of Hap- 
pineſs, the only Aid of thoſe, who put their 
Truſt in thee, who fet not their Afe#ions on 
Things below, but on Things above, and are there- 
by prepar*d to partake of thoſe ſprritual Enjoy- 
meats, thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which flow 
from thee, the inexhuy/fable Fountain of entire 
Satisfaction, and unconceivable and inexpreſſible 
Delights: Shall I not then, in Oppofition to all 
* Temptations, maintain my Peace with thee ? 
What can I gain by the moſt promifing Ex- 
change? Even nothing but the Gratification of 
a fleſhly Appetite in ſome promiſing Deluſion ; 
or perhaps ſome Diſorder of Body by ſame 
finful Exceſs. | 

Coop God! I am amazed, that any Temptati- 
ons, whatſoever, to relinquiſh my Peace with 
thee, or to ſet up any thing for my Happineſs 
inſtead of thee, can ever find any Room to har- 
bour in my Breaſt ! Certainly, if I was as fully 
perſwaded of the Things of Faturity, as I am 
aſſur'd of the Things Preſent, I cou'd then de- 
ſpiſe the ſtrongeſt Allurements to ſet my Heart 
upon this World; or to relinquiſh the Concerns 
of the next, where my Heart and Treaſure wou'd 
be ſi xec. 

Bur hold !----- How can I call the Truth o 
this into Queſtion?I had no Knowledge nor 
Information of my coming into rhis World, 
and yet I am here; before I was, my Being 
here 
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here might be ſeyeral ways very precarious and 
uncertain, notwithſtanding which, here I am, 
bur how I know not, having no Notice given me 
of it, but I am many ways aſſured that I am not 
long to continue here, and Iam daily forewarn'd 
that when I leave this Strate I ſhall enter upon 
another Stute of Happineſs or Miſery, accord- 
ing to my preſent Behaviour, and that this fu- 
ture State will be unchangeable: This I am daily 
forewarn'd of; and to aſſure me of which, 
Harz not the Son of God deſcended from 
Heaven, and taken upon him an human Body, 


which has ſuffered Death for the Sons of Adam, 


and by his Reſurrection again from the Grave, 
enſur'd me of my Reſurrection, and a future 


Reward according to my Works? This is fo 


palpable and plain, and confirm'd by ſuch nu- 
merous and unintereſted Eyidenees, that there 
can be no Room for any Suppofitions to the 
Contrary; ſo that Life and Immortality are here. 
by clearly brought to Light, without granting 
any Conceſſions of the leaſt PERH APS. 
WELL, then I am reſolv'd to purſue the 
Concerns of Futurity, and to. make thee, O 
God, the ultimate End of all my Aims, and 
will endeayour to preſerve and keep thee in all 
my Thoughts, Words and Actions; and to be- 
have my ſelf as in thy Sight and Preſence; and 
to ſpend my Time here in loving, fearing, and 
ſerving thee; for it is in thee only that I can 


have any true Delight and ſolid Satisſacton, for 


Life without thy Favour is nothing but Ter- 
ror, but thy Favour is better than Life it ſelf. 
Havixs, 
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 Havine, by theſe and the like Meditations 
and Expoſtulations, brought thy ſelf to this holy 
Reſolution, ſend up thy Thankſpgivings to God 
as Incenſe of a ſweet ſmelling Savour, together 
with thy Prayers to implore his continued Sup- 
fort to ſtrengthen and confirm thee 1 in this pi- 
ous Determination: Which repeat as often as 
any Temptations ſhall diſcompoſe thy holy Pur- 
poſes to continue in the Diſcharge of thy Obe- 
dience to God, or to oyerthrow thy Choice of 
making bim thy chief Happineſs, Delight, and 
Portion. 

-Bx61x and End the Day with Prayers for 
his continual Defence againſt all occaſona1Snazes 
that Company or Buſineſs may lay thee open un- 
to; and upon any Approach of en, ſend up oc- 
caſional Ejaculations to ſuppreſs and reſiſt them, 
which being practic'd with true Watchfulneſs, 
thou wilt hereby find ſuch a Growth in Grace, 
that the Strength and Power of Temptations 
will weaken and decay; for their Forces will e- 
ver grow leſs and leſs in Proportion to the Re- 
fiſtance thus made againſt them, 

Tuus fbalt thou be prepar'd to baffle all the 
Temptations, that may afterwards offer thee a 
preſent promiſing Proſpe& of Happineſs, inſtead 
of thy Views of future, 

Bur if thou ſhouldeſt ever be overtaken by 
any unawares, preſently humble thy ſelf before 

God, and in true Contrition and Repentance 

beg his Pardon, his future Aid and aſſiſting 
Grace; and ſecond this with thy own Endea- 


vours d renew'd Reſolutions againſt the like 
Mil- 
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Miſcarriages And if the Sin thou haſt thus 
fill'n into be of a groſs and heinous Nature, 


and thou feareſt leſt thou ſnouldeſt be again o- 


ver- come; it will be neceſſary to add Faſting to 
thy Prayers, to be ſtil the more earneſt in the 
aforeſaid Devotions, which will be very helpful 
in this Caſe to gain a Victory over future Aſ- 
ſaults: And thus behave thy ſelf upon all Occa- . 
ons thro any Miſcarriages thou may'ſt chance 
to fall into thro the Infirmities of the Fleſh; 
and never let any Sin get Dominion over thee 
by becoming cuſtomary and habitual ; but ſpee- 
dily repent and reſolve againſt them as often as 
thou ſhall be ſurprized or overtaken by them; 
ſo ſhalt thou have thy Peace with God and 
Conſcience reftor'd, and alſo confirm'd as thou 


remaineſt juſt to thy good Purpoſes and Refolu- © 
tions, which will become more and more eaſy 


to thee in Proportion to thy Diligence to get 
Maſter of em by the aforemention'd Me- 


thods, and thy Care and Watchfulneſs againſt 
them. 


 Tnvs ſhalt thou find the Power of the Fleſh, 
which luſteth againſt the Spirit, to grow wea- 
ker and weaker ; and thy ſpiritual Peace to 
ſtrengthen and encreaſe, by which thou wilt 
feel that true Pleaſure and Delight, that will 
give thee that particular Satisfaction, which 
none but thoſe, ho experience it can have any 
imaginable Idea of: Thy Pleaſures of Mirth 
and Clieativlnels, kept within the Bounds of 

G Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, are pure and uhmix'd ; thou canſt zru- 
ly rejoice in the Lord, and bout for Foy becauſe 
thou art upright in Heart: And as this Joy 
ſprings from a Senſe of thy Peace with God and 
Conſcience, fo it is a Joy that none can take 
from thee or deprive thee of; and altho' all out- 
ward Comforts ſhou'd fail, this will remain, and 
be the only Antidote that can expel the bitter 
Effects of any of the Evils of. Life. 

Ir was this Joy that ſupported the Righte- 
ous in all Ages of Perſecution for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, who joy fully underwent the moſt inhuman 
and helliſh Cruelties rather 'than they wou'd 
accept Deliverance by relinguiſhing their Obe- 
_ dience to God, and thereby loſe the Sweets of 
that Peace and Delight, which they had taſted 
and experienced as an Earneſt of that lafting 
Tranquility and compleat and full Joy, which 
the beatifick Viſion of the Preſence of God in 
uninterrupted Enjoyments wou'd afford them, 
and of which all preſent Taſtes are but faint 
Reſemblances. 

An po if theſe Joys of the Righteous cou'd 
ſupport them under the bittereſt Perſecutions, 
and they cou'd triumph under the ſevereſt Cru- 
elties, and ſundry Kinds of Death. Shall we 
think it a hard Task to ſtruggle with our 
own Fleſh and Blood, in reſiſting their unrea- 
ſonable Dictates, tho' never ſo enforced by the 
Art and Skill of the Devil and his Agents ? 
Surely if the Proſpect of a future Reward, and 
the Fore-taſtes pf it, cou'd ſupport the Saints 
and de of the primitive Times to deſpiſe 
De- 
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Deliverance upon any diſhonourable Terms; 
then the very fame Joys, once acquir'd by our 
repeated Conqueſts over Temptations, ought to 
engage our Reſolutions in Courage and Con- 
ſtancy againſt all Affaults and Attempts to over- 
throw or weaken our holy Refolutions. ; 

Go p lays upon us no unreaſonable Commands 
Chrift's Yoak is eafy, and his Burden is light ; 
he only requires that we ſubject our fleſhly De- 

fires within the Compaſs of reafonable Gratifi- 
cations, and that we ſubject them to the Dic- 
tates and Government of the Spirit, and 
them in due Subordination to his wiſe Laws and 
Precepts, which, as has been proved, are cal- 
"culated, not only for our future, but even for 
our prefent Advantages. | 

Fox, was Mankind to be let looſe to follow 
the unreaſonable Inclinations of Fleſh and Blood, 
and the ungovern'd Dlctates of his brutal Appe- 

tites, what Diſorder and Confuſion muſt enſue ? 
W hat a Bedlam of Madneſs, what a monſtrous 
Heap of chaotical Rubbiſh wou'd this World 
then appear? Of which all Nurſeries of Vice, 
and Schools of Venus are ſome, tho' fmall, Re- 
preſentations, becauſe they are now under Re- 
ſtraint of Fear left they ſhou'd lay themſelves o- 
pen to the Puniſhments of Government, which 
is commonly the only prevailing Check that 
remains upon theſe Profligates, who always ap- 
pear more or leſs barefac'd and ſhameleſs, ac- 
cording as the Laws againſt Immorality and 
Profaneneſs are executed or neglected; ſo that 
was the good Order and Diſcipline of Govern- 
* G 2 | ment 
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ment to be ranſacked and thrown up, we might 
bid Farewel to all Things that relate to Harmo- 
un and Concord, for then wou'd Diſcord and 
Confuſion thruſt themſelves in upon us whether 
we wou'd bid *em welcome or not. 

Tuus it is with Reſpect to every Man's Co- 
vernment of himſelf, for ſo long as he keeps his 
Body in Subjection to the Laws of God, and the 
reaſonable Dictates of his 'own Conſcience, fo 
long he preſerves himſelf from many preſent 
Diſadvantages, that, ſhou'd he once throw up 
the Reins of this Government, he wou'd lay 
himſelf open unto; as for Inſtance, He, who 
gives himſelf up to . in Eating or 
Drinking, lays himſelf open to Diſorders of 
Body and Mind ; or he, who gives the Reins 
to his. venereal Luſts, is frequently poſſeſt of 
that loathſome and deteſtable Rot, which at- 
tends Debauchees. | 

How happy then muſt he be, who, by go- 
verning himſelf in the lawful and temperate Uſe 
of the good Things of this Life, not only eſ- 
capes the preſent Evils that attend the ungo- 
vern'd, but is alſo ſecuring to himſelf a Kingdom 
incorruptibie, that will never fade away. 

_ AnD now I am ſpeaking to you, who are ar- 

rived to the Maturity of Manhood, I ſuppoſe, 
I ſhall meet with very few, who do not find in 
themſelves an extraordinary Propenſity to the 
Propagation of their Species; which is ſo far 
from being difallow'd you, that you have theſe 
Inclinations given you to this very End; but 
for the Prevention of thoſe Confuſions and Diſ- 
88 * orders 


* LS N — , 
by \ = 


A Journey thro the WORLD. 101 
orders, that wou'd attend the Performance of 
this Act at Random, God has in his wiſe and 
good Laws wholly confin'd ſuch Acts to a mar- 
ried State; which St. Paul ſays is honourable, 
and the Bed undefiled ; but Whoremongers. and 
Adulterers.God will Fudge. | 

THEREFORE let all your Inclinations this 
Way be govern'd and wholly reſtrain'd to a 
Marriage State; and notwithſtanding the ſtrong- 

eſt Temptations you may meet with to the con- 
trary during the Time you remain unmarried, 
let the following Meditations deter you from it. 
IHA been before inſtructed, and my Rea» 
ſon tells me, that I ought to do to all Men as I 
wou d they ſhou'd do to me. Can I then at- 
tempt to delude or draw aſide my Neighbour's 
Wife, or Daughter or Servant, or Orphan to 

ſatisfy my unreaſonable. Luſt; when I ſhou'd 
deteſt the Thoughts of any one doing me the 
like Injuſtice? Cou'd I bear to have my M ife, 
when I come to be poſſeſt of one, given up to 
the Embraces of another? Cou'd I bear with 
Patience to have a Daughter become an Harlot, 
or a Servant a Whore ? Cou'd I leave a Daugh- 
ter an Orphan, and upon my dying Bed be con- 
tent to imagine her to be overcome by the Al- 
lurements of a Debauchee? No, no, theſe are 
ſuch touching Infringements upon my tender 
Rights, that the Reſentment of the very 
Thoughts of it can never be remov'd trom my 
inward Deſires to the contrary. . 

SHALL I then run my ſelf into a Guilt o/ 
deep a Dye. that I cannot ſo much as be? A 
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Thoughts of in another? What tho my Incli- 
nations be ſtrong and powerful to invite me to 
make a Breach in Conſcience, ſhall not my Rea- 
ſon ſubdue my finful Inclinations ? Am I not 
allow'd the Satis faction of theſe Inclinations in 
an honeſt and honourable Way? And is there 
not Choice of proper Companions, who wou' d 
gladly accept my Offers upon lawful and hon- 
ourable Terms? Certainly did not the Fears of 
Poverty and Want embarraſs me, I cou'd ne- 
ver defer my Apphcation to this honourable 
State : But, if the Fears of Poverty and Want 
fright me from reſolving upon a married State, 
how much more muft the ſame Fears ſtrengthen 
my Reſolutions againſt the being made a Prey 
to the Delufions of Harlots or the Snares of 
Whores? | 

Do I not fee many a poor religious hbouring 

Man of meaner Circumſtances than my ſelf ve. 

comfortable in a married State, who can with 
Pleaſure work hard ro make Provifion for his 
Wife and Children, and enjoys with Content 
ſuch common Neceſſities as his Abilities are a- 
ble to purchaſe ? Nay, I cou'd not imagine 
that, if he was yet unmarried, he wou'd lie 
near ſo comfortably as he now does. 

T*rz Fears of Poverty, then, ſhall no- longer 
hinder my Determinations to make Choice of a 
religious and virtuous Fellowſhip, with whom 
I can promiſe my felf a true Delight in Union 
with, which muſt be the greateſt Satisfaction 
that can ariſe from united Aﬀettions in law ful 
pan „ ei Gratilicativns, 

| Urox 
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Urox theſe Reſolutions I doubt not but you 
will make it your Endeavour to fix your Choice 
upon a religious and virtuous Fellowſhip, and 
whoever are thus Join'd are united in both tem- 
poral and ſpiritual Intereſt, which is the great- 
eſt Happineſs, that Mankind is capable of on 
this ſide Heaven: For this makes Love ſweet 
and laſting, where they are entirely free from 
Jealouſies and Diſtruſt of each others Truth and 
Loyalty; this makes their Affections firm and 
ſtable, conſtaut and immoveable ; their Prayers 
and Devotions are united; their Care and Con- 
cerns mutual, and they become as. one in all 
the future Aﬀairs of Life ; and the temporal 


and eternal Welfare of Children, as well as of . 


one another, are jointly the End of their uni- 
ted Cares and Endeayours. 

Ix the 5th Chapter of the 1 of Corinthians, 
which St. Paul wrote in anſwer to ſome Que- 
ries made by that Church, concerning ſome of 
their Members Marriages ; it is obſervable, 
that ſome, thro' a wrong underſtanding have 
imagin'd that the Apoſtle, in his own Judg. 
ment, therein recommends a ſingle Life as pre- 
ferable to a marriage State; but if we examine 
into the Deſign of the whole, we ſhall find the 
ſumm of it only to be this, That as every Man 
had his proper Gift of God, one after this man- 
ner und another after that, ver. 7. So, in Caſe 
a Man or Woman had the perfect Gift of Con- 
tinency, and the perfect Maſtery over their In- 
clinations to Procreation, ſo that their Quiet 
was not thereby moleſted, nor their Devotions 

wy G 4 diſturb'd ; 
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diſturb'd ; it was his Judgment, that it was 
better for ſuch not to Marry, which Judg- 
ment appears to be very reaſonable, for it 
| wou'd be abſurd to perſwade ſuch to Marry, 
whoſe own Inclinations wou'd ſcarcely lead 
them to it. 

AuoTHER Query, which St. Paul was con- 
cern'd to anſwer, appears to be about ſome one 
or more, who had paſt the flower of their Age 
without Marriage, and ſeem'd inclinable to en- 
ter upon that State then; now the Query is 
whether or no, ſuch a one might lawtully 
Marry at all, having paſſed the flower of his 
Age without it. But the Apoſtle anſwers, ver. 
36. If a Man think he behaveth himſelf uncome- 
ty towards his Virgin, if ſhe paſs the flower of 
her Age, and need ſo require, let him do what 
he will, be fenneth not: let them marry. That 
is, as if he had ſaid, if any Man think he has 
not done well by living unmarried till he is 
paſt the prime of his Days, and upon that Ac- 
count queſtions whether or no, it be now law- 
ful for him to Marry, I am no proper Judge 
of his Inclinations, by which he muſt be direct- 
ed, therefore let him do what he will, as to 
that Caſe, it is ſtill at his own Choice, as he 
finds himſelf diſpos'd, ſo that, he ſinneth not, 
tho' he even now Choſe to Marry, therefore, 
Jet them marry ; that is, the Man and the Wo- 
man whom he deſir d. 

So that he left the ſole Determination of 
the Cafe to every ones own Government of 
their own laclinations, every one being allow'd 
5 tthbereln 
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therein to be his on proper Judge, and there- 
fore When he commends an unmarried State 
to thoſe, whoſe Inclinations did not burn after 
it, hetells them, ver. 35. That he ſpoke it not 
to cafe a ſnare upon them; and again, ver. 38. 
That he that giveth her (his Virgin) in Marri- 
age, that is, he who marries, does well; but 
he, who giveth her not in Marriage, that is, he 
who marries not, or had no Inclination to mar- 
ry, does better, or had better, not to marry. 
Hereby endeayouring to perſwade the married, 


not to deſpiſe thoſe, who live unmarried; nor 


the unmarried to diſhonour thoſe, whoſe very 
Marriage he had commended as honourable x. 
Havixe 


ä * 


— 
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* Here I cannot but take Notice of the preſent Practice of 
the Church of Rome in prohibiting their Prieſts from Marriage, 
ſor notwithſtanding they have made it one of the Sacraments of 
their Church, yet their Prieſts, and all in Sacred Orders, muſt 


be deny'd this Sacrament. And I cannot think but it muſt look 


prepoſterous, ſor Men in ſacred Orders, to be deny'd. the Uſe 
of any of their Churches Sacraments, who' according to the 
Law of God and Reaſon, have always been look'd upon as 
Perſons, who have had the firſt Right in em; and, even, their 
own Church, in another Sacrament, wiz. that of the Eucha- 
riſt, ſo far prefers their Right therein, that the Wine in it, is 
ſolely reſtrain'd to their Prieſts. But, ; 

I cannot, therefore, imagine why the Pope ſhou'd prohibit 
his Prieſts from Marriage; when St. Paul, in his Commands 
to his ordained Biſhop Timethy, Orders, that he, in his Ordina- 
tion of Preſbyters and Deacons, ſhou'd obſerve them; not only 
to be ſoand ſo qualify'd, but alſo allows them to be the Huſbands 
of one Wife (at one Time). But the Pope will allow his Bi- 
ſhops to ordain none, that ſhall be-the Huſband of any Wife, 
and who, will not vow he never will be (at any Time.) 

And as this is contrary to the Liberty St. Paul allou d, fo it 
is contradictory to the Anſwer, which our bleſſed Savjpur gave 
to his Diſciples, when he forbad Divorcement, fave only in the 
Caſp of Fornication; when they, upon that Occaſion fay unto 
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Having recommended a married State to 
all whoſe Inclinations, lead them to Acts of Pro- 
pagation, and ſhew'd the Diſorders and Con- 
fufions that attend the ungovern'd Looſeneſs of 
Debauchery, and random Acts of venereal Un- 
cleanneſs ; and withal directed, , that you make 
it your Endeavours to chooſe virtuous and reli- 
gious Fettowſhips, which are far preferable to 
rich Ones without Virtue; I ſhall now conſider 


you in the honourable State of Marriage. + 
| ND 


— _ — _ — — 
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him, If the Caſe of the Man be ſo with his Wife, it is not 
good to Marry. But our Saviour (who muſt be allow'd to be 
the beſt Judge of bis Creatures) anſwer'd, All Men cannot re- 


cei ve this Saying, ſave they to whom it is given. For there are 


eme Eunuchs, which avere fo born from their Mothers Womb, and 
there are Eunuchs au ich were made Eunuchs of Men: And there 
be Eunuchs, which have made themſelves Eunuchs for the King- 
dom of Heaven's ſake. And then ſumms up all with this ſhort 
Conclufion : He that is able to receive it, let bim receive it. 
Mat. xix. 10, 11, 12. 

From which (if we will take our Saviour's Judgment) it ap- 
pears, that he did not ſuppoſe it was a reaſonable Command to 
be laid upon any Man not to Marry; nor did he look upon any 
Man qualified to have fuch Command enforced upon him, who 
was born in the common and natural Way, or waz not by ſome 
act of his ewn or other; render'd incapable of Propagation ; or 


elſe at leaſt had no more Inclination to it than he cou'd govern. 


at pleaſure: And theſe he leaves to the Liberty to receive the 
" Sentence, 1 is not good (for them) to marry. 


But the Popy ſays, it is not good for my Priefts to marry ; for if | 


they do, they ſhall incur my Diſpleaſure, and looſe both their 
Prieſthoods and Profit; ariſing therefrom, and alſo for the Vio- 
lation of their ſacred (I mean forced) Vow of Chaſtity, and 
never to marry, ſhall ſuffer Death if they make not their Eſcape 
out of my Dominions: However, by the by, I never heard 
but their other IE met with more favourable In- 
dulgencies and Pasdons from his Holineſs ! And we may ſup- 
poſe the Reaſon was, becauſe it is his natural Property to for- 
ive Sins; and his profefſed Principle to puniſh and perſecute 
Pay to Cod, and Virtue and ufa Liberty. * 


SN. 
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AxD now ſhowd you (either Man or Wo- 
man) chance to be diſappointed in the Expecta- 
tion of your Fellowſhips proving of a religious 
and virtuous Converſation, then let your own 
chaſt and prudent Behaviour be ſuch, that the 
other may be won thereby into the Imitation of 
it; for this muſt be the only Means to procure 
that End, and if any thing will, will have a 
mighty Influence to promote it, when back'd 
with ſeaſonable. Admonitions and proper In- 


ſtructions at ſuch Opportunities, that you may 
and 


_— CO RY a wy 1 1 . —_— W * 


Now if the Pope, when he decreed that his Prieſts ſhou'd 
have no Wives, had alſo decreed that himſelf, and all his Priefts 
ſhou'd have been made Eunuchs, it might have done much bet- 
ter ; tho' in it ſelf, it wou'd have been an act of Cruelty, and 
neither have had the Law of God or Reaſon to have ſupported 
ach a Decree; however betterit wou'd have been as to the Con- 
ſequences ; becauſe then the Laity wou'd have had no Suſpicion 
ef their Prieſts making Uſe of their Wives, bemuſe they had 
none of their own. | 

I confe(s it may be reaſenably ſuppoſed that where the Prieſts 
thus infringed upon their Neighbours Properties, and made uſe 
of their Wives, that the Husbands, thus injured,” wou'd upon 
eaſy Terms, meet with a full and free Abſolution, trom thaſe 
Prizſts, of all their Sins, and be ſtraight {ent to Heaven, with- 
out calling by the Way, of any other Purgatory, than what they 
bad ſuffer d here in the Fire of Jealouſy ; whence, I conclude, 
that, in the Days of our Englith Papery, the Proverb came up, 
That all Cuckolds went to Heaven, 2 which it wasafterwargs 


Since Cuckolds do to Heawen go, 
Why fbaw'd ave grieve for being fa 


Altho' you may think the C cesof the Romiſh Prieſts. 
having no Wives a little burleſqued ; yet I am perſwaded, that 
what I have mentioned is but a imall of the Evils, which 
have attended it, if we caſt an Eye into ſome of their Monafte- 
tie: and Religious Houſes [as they have been-pleas'd to ſtile 
them) as has been manifeſted by ſame, whoſe unwary — 
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find they will be the moſt readily embraced , 
and if you come to procure this Effect by this 
Means, it muſt give a vaſt additional Satisfaction 
to you, even, worth your whole Life's Endea- 
vours and Patience, in doing ſo great an Act o 
Charity to procure the ſpiritual Welfare of your 
beloved Spouſe in contract with you; the In. 


WoR I p. 


fluences of which Love let it ſweeten all othe 


Diſagreements, and make it your Pleaſure, 
throughout the Courſe of your Lives together 
to ſtudy and promote the ſpiritual Welfare of 
your Fellowſhip, that your Fellowſhip may be 
reciprocally won to mutual Returns. 


2. Ls 


* — 
— 


hath led them thither, and whoſe good Diſpoſitions have en 
gaged them to make their Eſcapes from thence ; from whoſe 


Accounts (if we may credit them) it will appear, that thok 
Places, appointed for religious Concerns, have (inflead o 
that) been made the Habitations of Debauchery, Inhumanity 
Cruelties and Murders, and have, even, become the Miſtery o 


Iniquity in Secret, under the Pretences of Places erected for 


thoſe of Religious and ſolitary Lives. At what then will theſe 


Men ſtop, thus given over to the blackeſt 
human Nature cou'd be capable of ? 


Degeneracy that eve 


Therefore theſe Prieſts being forbidden Wives, and yet al 
low'd to carry along with em the Inſtruments of Generation 
muſt needs appear to'be of more dangerous Conſequences, tha 
if at the fame Time it was decreed they ſhou'd not Marry, it 
had alſo been decreed that they ſhou'd have been made Eunuchs 

I own their Acts of Uncleanneſs might not ſo ſoon, or © 
openly appear to the Wor!d as thoſe of the Female Kind, and 
whatever Females took upon em the Vows of Chaſtity, and 
never to Marry, were cautiouſly kept up in Nunneries, an 
from the external View of the World, that their TranſaQions 
might be as private as their Lives, many of which, I am afraid, 


were too dark to bear the Light. 


And I am perſwaded, that had there been a Race of Female 
Virgin Popes forbidden Marriage, that moſt of em wou'd have 
broke thro” their Virginity, and have been diſcover d by the! 


Pregnancy, as well as Pope Joan. 
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2. Lxr no Allurements whatever withdraw 
you from your Duty to God; nor from that ſo- 
enn Vow and Contract you enter'd into in the 
auß Sight of God and Company preſent, when you 
- confirm'd your nuptial Agreement, to be con- 
8 tant and faithful ro each other ſo long as ye 
rl both ſhou'd live: Therefore never let looſe 
our Embraces to any other; and by keeping 
er your Marriage-Bed undefiled, you will find ſuch 
il (weet Delights and Pleaſures thence ariſe, that 
will make all common Misfortunes of Life tole- 
table to be born, and ſweeten all the Bitters of 
t; you will have the Comforts of each other 
eady at Hand, and the mutual Aſſiſtance of 
Council, Advice, and innocent Contrivance, 
rhich way to take for the beſt in all human 
AMairs; as well as your joint Addreſſes to God 
or his Bleſſing to attend you in them. 


8 


But becauſe they of the Male Kind camot be fo readily diſ- 
wyer d from their Amorous Embraces, the Cardinals have, ever 
ace, taken wiſe Care to make no more Female Popes. 

Thus ſar it has fallen in my. Way to take Notice of the Miſ. , 
ef; which attend the Prohibition of that, which God allows, 
nz, Marriage to all whoſe Inclinations ſhall at any Time lead 
dem to a Deſire after the Act of Procreation, becauſe treating 
o upon that Subject; I ſhall therefore omit to treat upon the 
nparalelled Inſtances of their inhuman Cruelties committed in 
heir Inquiſitions, which they ſtile the Bulwark of the Roman 
Church, and only thank God, that the Church of England has 
roy d a ſtronger Bulwark againſt it: Nor need I mention the 
telling given by his 3 Holineſs! to the invincible Ar- 
ade / nor his Bulls, Curſes, and Excommunications, ſent at 
ace to overthrow the Church of Eng/and, and to deſtroy all its 
(ommunicants, ſince its Defendants, by the Blefling of God, 
which is always ſuperior to the Popes). overthrew his zzwixcible 
armado, and diſappointed the Aſſurance of their pretended in- 
alible Guide! . 
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3. Au p likewiſe, as often as Opportunity 
permits, you can together atrend upon the 
Lord without Diſtraction. both at Home and in 
the publick Aſſemblies of his Church; and there 
alſo unitedly make a publick Renewal of your 
baptiſmal Covenant with Chriſt, at his Table, 
and thankfully commemorate the Benefits of his 
Death and Paſſion : The Commemoration of 
which, in this holy Ordinance of his own Infti- 
tution, is deſign'd to continue in ycu all holy 
Reſolutions to a Life of Obedience to his Goſpel 
Precepts, in which you have been inſtructed; 
for you are not to expect that the Receiving of 
this Sacrament will deliver you from future 
Temptations, and that without Watchfulneſ 
you can remain ſecure : No, it is defign'd to re 
mind you of the Obligations you are under te 
be circumſpect, and careful in the Performance 
of that Covenant you ſtand engaged in to Chriſt 
that by this Circum ſpection you may be alway! 
readily prepar d to baffle any Temptations upor 
the firſt Aſſault; having the Sufferings of Chril 
to ſave you from your Sins (and not in 'em, re 
preſented to you in this Sacrament) always i 
Mind; and his Aid and Aſſiſtance ready at Hand 
by being fincerely ſought : And by living thu 
having once been prepar'd for the Participatio 
of this holy Sacrament, you need never be u 
prepared for it again, for a religious Life, whic 
is the only beſt Preparation is a continual an 
fit Qualification for it. W 

4. It is likewiſe requiſite ad your Duty /- 


when you come to have Children, that 5d ln 
procu 


* 
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procure them baptized at a ſeaſonable Oppor- 


5 tunity, or if any ways dangerous ill as ſoon as 
1 you can procure a Miniſter, thereby to evidence 
E 


your Regard to that holy Inſtitution, which 


r all Infants muſt needs have a Right to, for if 


their Innocency was pronounc'd by our bleſ- 
ſed Sayiour to be a fit Qualification for Heaven, 
then undoubtedly they muſt have a Right to 
the Seal of Chriſt to confirm the Promiſe of it. 
But as they have no Knowledge to deſire or 
procure it for themſelves, and tho? we may rea- 
ſonably believe that the want of it will never 
be imputed to them; it is therefore the Pa- 
rents Buſineſs to procure it for em, for their 
Neglect of it, when they might have procured 

it, cannot he 'excuſable in them. | 
Fox that it is a poſlitive Inſtitution and to be 
continued in the Church of Chriſt will appear. 
1. Fron Chriſt himſelf ſubmitting to it to 
give ut an example to follow; and from the 
Record Job Baptiſt had before given of him, 
when he ſaid, I indeed baptize you with Water 
unto . Repentance, but he that cometh after me 
fall baptize you with th! Holy Ghoft'and with 
Fire: Upon which Account Jobs himſelf did 
not ſuppoſe that Chrift either wou'd or ought 
to ſubmit te Water Baptiſm, as appears fur- 
ther from his Anſwer to our bleſſed Saviour, 
when he came to his Baptiſm ; viz, I bad need 
to be baptized of thee, und comeſt thou to me; to 
which Chriſt anſwer'd, ſuffer it to be ſo now 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 
latimating thereby that it was not for his own 
need 
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need of it, but for our Inſtruction and Example, 
that theſe outward Rites ſhou'd lead us to the 
inward Things thereby ſignified; for if Chriſt 
ſubmitted to it to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, then 
muſt there be a Righteouſneſs in this Inſtitu- 
tion, (as will more fully appear by the Sequel) 
by leading us to the inward and ſpiritual Grace; 
for as Chriſt receiy'd it himſelf, being without 
Sin, and afterwards ſhed his Blood to purchaſe 
the Forgiveneſs. of our Sins; ſo are we to re- 
ceive it alſo as the Sign and Seal of his Favour 
and Covenant, that as our Bodies are cleanſed 
from outward Uncleanneſs by Water, ſo our 
Souls ſhall be waſhed and made clean by his 
Blood, upon the Conditions contained in that 
Covenant of Baptiſm, viz. Repentance, where- 
by we forſake Sin, and Faith, whereby we 
ſtedfaſtly believe that he will make good his 
Promiſes therein, to our continued Obedience, 
to which we have thereby engaged our ſelves. 
Now that Water Baptiſm was an Inſtitution 
to be continued in the Church of Chrift, fur- 
ther appears from his own Words, after his 
Reſurrection, and before his Aſcenſion, in the 


two laſt Verſes of St. Matthew's Goſpel. Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all Nations, baptiſing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever 1 have commanded you ; and 
le, I am with you alway, e ven unto the End of 
the World. 

Now here is a pofitive Command; Go Ye, 
therefore, and teach all Nations, baptifing them, 


8c. Then is Water Baptiſm commanded. If it 
| be 
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be asked how I wow'd infer from this, that 
this Baptiſm cou'd be meant of Water ; I an- 
ſwer, becauſe he commanded his Diſciples to 
Baptize, and it was impoſſible for them to 
Baprize with the Holy Ghoſt ; no, Jobn Bap- 
tiſt owns that to be Chriſt's peculiar Preroga- 
tive, then muſt their Baptiſing be with Water. 

Ax p that this Command was to be continued 
in his Church will appear from the Words im- 
mediately following, viz. Teaching them, that 
is, thoſe, that you teach, ts obſerve all Things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. Now Chriſt 
had commanded them in the very Words before 
to teach and Baptize, and if they were to teach 
others to obſerye whatſoeyer he had command- 
ed them, then were they to teach others the 
Inſtitution and Uſe of Water Baptiſm to be con. 
tinued in his Church: He then adds, and lo, 
Jan with you alway, even unto the End of the 
World, that is, I ſhall always be ready at Hand 


to make good my Promiſes and Engagements, 


thro' all Ages and Generations, of affording 
my ſpiritual Aid and Aſſiſtance to all my true 
Followers, to aſcertain which, I command that 
my Seal of Baptiſm be continued as a Witneſs of 
my Faithfulneſs and Truth. 

From the Words before cited ſome have ta- 
ken Occaſion to argue againſt the Baptiſm of In- 
fants, becauſe here teaching is commanded be- 
fore baptiſing; and that as Infants are incapable 
of being taught, therefore they cannot have a 
Right to Baptiſm. 

I rave before obſery'd that Infants have a 
Right ro Baptiſm becauſe of rheir Innocency, 

H ſer 
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ſet forth by our bleſſed Saviour as a fit Quali- 
cation for the Kingdom of Heaven : And in or- 
der to remove this Scruple, let it be conſider'd 
that it was neceffary for choſe, who at firſt em- 
braced the Chriſtian Faith (which was then in 
its Infancy, nay, even in its Birth) to be firſt in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of it before it cou'd be 
expected they ſhou'd embrace it; who, when 
they were inſtructed, and conſented to En- 
gage in the Chriſtian. Covenant, they had the 
Seal of Baptiſm adminiſter'd, and as that was 
the ſign of a Promiſe on their fide, that they 
wou'd become obedient to Chriſt ; ſo it was a 
Seal on his ſide that he wou'd own them, and 
aſſiſt their Endeayours ; and as he had ſeal' d 
his Engagements to afford them his Aid and 
Aſſiſtance upon all reaſonable Applications, we 
cannot imagine that he wou'd forbid their 
Children and Poſterity to be mitiated into the 
ſame Rights and Privileges, throughout all Ge- 
nerations, even unto the End of the World- 
Fox a further Illuſtration of the Anſwer to 
the aforeſaid Objection, let it be confider'd 
that the intent of Baptiſm by Water was to 
precede that of the Spirit, as well as teaching 
is here-ſaid to precede Baptiſm ; and yet we 
are aſſur'd that the Baptiſm of the Spirit pre- 
ceded Water-Baptiſm upon the preaching of 
St. Peter to the Gentiles ; ſo that it can be no 
Argument to prove the neceflity of any Duty 
firſt commanded always to be prior to an after 
Inſtitution, ſo then it cannot be inconſiſtent, 
from theſe and the aforeſaid Conſiderations, 
that Infants be firſt baptized, and afterwards 
| | taught 
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taught by their Parents or Freinds, who have 
been taught before, and enzazed by the Law 
and Bowels of Chriſtians to teach and iuſtruct 
them in their Duty and baptiſmal Obligati- 
on. Hence by way of Obſervation, 

I own there are too many who break-thro? 
theſe Obligations, and yer profeſs themſelyes 
Chriſtians, merely becauſe baprized, as if this 
wou'd entitle them to the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, without any Care of their on; and 
the Devil where he meets with any hecan 
thus perſwade to be ſo remiſs, ſo cold, and 
careleſs, he wlll readily perſwade them that 
they are certainly in the right on it; they are 
baptized, therefore they are Chriſtians, and 
all Chriſtians are ſafe, for Chriſt came to ſave 
'em, nay, he will allow 'em to go to Church 
and uſe all external acts of Devotion, ſo they 
will but reſt ſatisfied with theſe outward Perfor- 
mances; and as he has too many of theſe in his 
Snare, ſo he caſts about again to entangle thoſe 
who ſet more by the inward and ſpiritual wor. 
ſhip of God, to perſwade them from theſe 
Men's Practice, that all external Ordinances 
and Inſticutions are rude and beggarly Ele- 
ments, and ſo tempts rhem to renounce the 
outward Sacraments of Water-Baptiſm, and 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper; thus 
endeavouring to keep them divided in their Uſe 
and Practice, becauſe he knows that the Uni- 
ted Force of a practical Obſervation of*em is 
enouzh to over hrow and ruin his Kingdom. 

LET thoſe, who deny all outward Inſtituti- 
ons as Superfluous, conſider, that we are not 

H 2 to 
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to give God a partial Worſhip, but muſt glori- 
fy himin both our Bodies and Souls, which are 
his, and muſt be again united after Death to 
partake of an everlaſting Reward or puniſhment 
anſwerable to their united Duty to God, or diſ- 
regard to his Laws, and Commands and holy 
Inſtitutions, 

| Town bodily Worſhip and outward laſtituti- 
ons, are only intended to lead us to the inward 
and ſpiritual worſhip of God; but ſhall any de. 
ſpiſe the way God himſelf has preſcribed to 
lead us to it, or can they think to find a bet- 
ter; no, I do not ſuppoſe this is their Aim and 
Deſign: But ſeeing others in the Road of out- 
ward Inſtitutions, which ſhou'd lead them to 
the inward and ſpiritual Grace, ſo ſoon turn 


out of it, gives them a diſlike to it, ſo that 


they chooſe to break thro' on the other Side. 

Bur as there are ſome amongſt us, who pur- 
ſue the Right Road in continuing the Uſe of 
the outward Sacraments and Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt; upon whom they have the inward Ef- 
fect for which they were ordain'd ; fo I deſire 
that a ſerious Confideration of the precedeing 
Arguments may be duly weigh'd, by all well 


meaning Quakers, who if they wou'd conform 


to the Communion of the Church of England, 
and ſhow'd ſtill think proper to continue religi- 
dus Societies at ſeaſonable Opportunities for 
ſpiritual Comfort, Advice, Council, and Ex- 
hortation according to each ones Gifts and Abi- 
lities, I am perſwaded, and wou'd gladly Hope, 
that ſuch Societies might meet with ſuitable 


Encouragement and encreaſe. 
Having 
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Havixs hitherto endeavour'd to put you 


into and direct you in the right Road to true 


Happineſs, there are others, yet, whom I am 
concern'd for, who either never were in the 
right way, or elſe have loſt it by turning out, I 
muſt ſee if I can call them back from their pre- 
ſent Purſuits, and perſwade them into your 
Company; which ſhall be my Endeavour in the 
enſuing Section. 


— 


enn. 


Perſwafions to return into the right Way to 
" Happineſs. 


j £2 oxy [as before obſery'd] is the 
ultimate End and Aim of Mankind, in all 
their Purſuits, Deſigns, and Contrivances, how 
variouſly ſoever they may ſeek after it ; and the 
Reaſon why ſo many miſcarry in their catching 
at it, is becauſe they catch at Shadows, which 
have no Subſtance, till they looſe themſelves in a 
Wilderneſs, and become, at laſt, content rather 
to die in it, than to be perſwaded to make their 
way out, and purſue their Journey to the Land 
of Promiſe, where Happineſs is only to be feund, 
becauſe they have heard that there are Giants in 
the way to reſiſt and withſtand them, and there- 
fore they are very unwilling to make ſo hazard- 
ous an Attempt, for fear of being beaten back 
and defeated ! But----Are not the ſure Promiſes 
of God, to ſupport and ſtrengthen you againſt 


the moſt powerful Adverſaries, ſufficient Encou-. 


H 3 ragement 


| 
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ragement for you to engage the moſt formidable 
Enemy ? by whoſe Aſſiſtance you wou'd find if 
you wou'd truly engage againſt them that their 
Strength wou'd fail and they wou'd fly. 
Bur ſo long as they ſee your Cowardice they 
will not fail to triumph over you, and appear as 
if Invincible: And, if you'll take their Word 
for it, you may expect, that, if you ſhou'd at- 
_ tempt to oppoſe them, you ſhall be miſerably 
dealt with. | 
War then will you do in this Caſe ? You 
have been hunting after Happineſs in the Wil- 
derneſs of carnal Pleaſures and vain Delights; 
the Satisfaction of which vaniſh in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion, you are ſtill purſuing it in other Views and 
Proſpects of the like Nature, and cou'd be con- 


tented very well to find it any where, where it 


is not; but are loath to run the Hazards, you 
imagine, you will meet wich by a reſolved Cou- 
rage to withſtand all Oppoſitions in the Purſuit 
of it where 1t is only to be found, 

I; this the Hindrance that keeps you back ? 
What, no more Courage and Reſolution in you? 
Do you not daily run greater Hazards than theſe 
for empty Pleaſures, gilded Vanities, and delu- 
five Trifles, when you are all the while weaken- 
ing your Conſtitution, decaying your Strength, 
and rendring your ſelves more and more unfit 
for this grand Encounter, which you muſt re- 
ſolve upon if ever you expect to go in and poſ- 
ſeſs this Land of Promiſe, or enjoy full and 
compleat Happineſs ? For if theſe Enemies be 
not ſubdued by you, you are undone for ever, 
yea, ſhou'd they get the final Conqueſt, they 


will 
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will for ever Tyrannize over you in the moſt 
cruel and raging Manner that helliſh Fury can 


invent. 
You are not only capable, thro' Chriſt, to re- 


ſiſt, but alſo to ſubdue them; will you then let 


them triumph in your Cowardice, till your 


Strength be gone, and they get the Maſtery of 
you ? No, ſurely Happineſs ſo deſirable, ſo ami- 


able, ſo lovely, ſo much courted, ſo much pur- 
ſued and wiſh'd for, can never be given up at ſo 
cowardly a Rate. 


Tou have a Kingdom, yea, an everlaſting 
Kingdom offer'd you to ſhew your ſelves Men 
of Courage and Bravery againſt theſe Monſters 


your ſpiritual Enemies, who have hitherto 


been enſnaring of you, and promifing to make 
you happy in their Service, I mean, Slavery. For, 
War Happineſs have you yet met with in 


the Poſſeſſion of any ſenſual Enjoyment, which 
you in the Proſpect promiſed your ſelves it 
wou'd yield you? You, who have ſought it in 
Riches ; is it there? No, they make them- 
ſelves Wings, and fly away, or elſe, if they 
leave not you, you muſt leave them, and there 


is no Happineſs in what is not certainly dura- 


ble: You who have ſought it in Pleaſure, 
have you found it there? No, This is not ſatis- 
tying, for tho' it is continually courted by the 
Noble and Gay in the Strength and Vigour 


of their Youth, yet the more they enjoy, the 


more they are craving for ſomething New, 
expecting to find ſome new Scene ſatisfy ing, 
but never can; and there is no Happineſs, 
but Diſappointment in DYyſatisfuftion, 

l H 4 Have 
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Have you found it in the Gratification of 
your ſenſual Appetites, in indulging your ſelves 
in exceſſes of Eating and Drinking, or in lewd 
Company? No, theſe Indulgencies leave a Diſor- 
der on the Body, and fink the Mind into Vex- 
ation of Spirit; and there is no Happineſs in 
an ungovernd and vexatious Mind, 

Axpo if you have found no Happineſs in theſe 
Things, how will you find it in the fuſhionable 
Vices of Swearing, Damning, and Debauche- 


ry? Will the bold and brave Retaliation of Af- 


fronts afford you a ſedate Compoſure of Eaſe 
and Tranquility ? Or can you be ſatisfied with 
the ignoble Honours ariſing there- from? Are 
not theſe Things rather a raifing confus'd Diſ- 
turbances in your own Breaſts, which leave be- 

hind the Diſquietudes of azroubled Seu? 
Tuus thoſe, who will be nibbling at the 
Devil's glittering and outward ſweeten'd 
Baits, commonly take in the Hook, and then 
he ſeldom much doubts to make 'em his 
Slaves, and to lead them captive at Pleaſure, 
and caſily to perſwade em to ſwallow with 
Greedineſs his tempting Pill, which tho” guil- 
ded over with promiſing Pleaſures, the inſides 
are made up of nothing but moſt poiſonous 
Dreggs, ſuch as, ſometimes, the moſt skilful 
Phyſician can never expel, eſpecially if his Re- 
medies be not adminiſtred in Time, before the 
Poiſon is got too far into the Blood, and ren- 
der'd the Patient inſenſible and ſtupid, inſtead 
of deſiring Help, or accepting it when it is of- 
fer'd; and when the Caſe is ſuch they will ſoon- 
er chooſe to pick Straws in Bedlam, than they 
will 
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win accept the rich Eatertainment of a King's 


Palace. 

Ir vill be but labour loſt to * * ſuch 
to accept the Counſel of a Phyſician, ho cannot 
be made ſenſible of the Danger ' of their Sick- 
neſs; for where this cannot be done, farewel 
Hopes of Recovery. 

However I muſt make Tryal of extenſive 
Offers, and ſhou'd be glad if I cou'd force pro- 
per Antidotes, even, upon thoſe; who at pre- 
ſent have loſt the Senſe of their Sickneſs, and 
cannot diſtinguith that they are feeding on Husks 
with Swine, but prefer that to the plentiful 
Proviſion of their Father's Houſe, to which they 
- are become Strangers, and have loſt their Incli- 
nations to return, 

Is the firſt Place it will be neceſſary to exa- 
mine into the Cauſes of this Diſorder, and en- 
deavour to remove them, for if the Cauſes be 
not remoy*d the Effects muſt neceſſarily continue, 

AxD if the Cauſes be examin'd into, they 
will be found to be from the before-mention'd 
hunting after Happineſs in the Gratification of 
your brutal Appetites, and fleſhly Deſires, which 
can never afford it, fo that thereby you have 
loſt the Senſe of your ſpiritual Diſcerning in 
Seeing and Hearing ; I muſt therefore try to 
recover you from this Diſorder ; for if your ſpi- 
ritual Senſes, which are now aſleep, be not a- 
waken'd, and afſume their proper Offices, all 
ſerious Admonitions will be but as founding 
Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal, for which Reafon 
I chooſe to deal with you in eafy Similies to 


force em upon the Mind, that they may firſt 
operate 
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operate there, and afterwards circulate to the 


Heart, and ſo bring you into the Reach of ſea- 
ſonable Perſwaſions; that I may not cry aloud 
after you to no Purpoſe. 

Tuk only Antidotes to expel the Poiſons of 
Sin are Repentance, Faith, and Reformation; 
to prepare you for the Receiving of which, I 
ſhall firſt endeayour to ſhew you the Dangers 
you are in without 'em, and then preſcribe how 


you are to receive them, and ſhew the good 


Effects, that will follow their effectual Operation. 

Tu Dangers are fo great, that you not only 
loſe the Happineſs you purſue, becauſe you pur- 
ſue it where it is not to be met with, but you 
alſo incur the Diſpleaſure of your Creator; who 


as a tender Father, now offers you to partake 


of the Riches of his Kingdom, where there is 
compleat and everlaſting Happineſs in a full Sa- 
tisfaction of all the Wiſhes and Deſires of the 
Soul ; on Condition you will now leave your 
preſent Purſuits, and be govern'd by the Dic- 
tates of the Spirit, which if you will refuſe to 
do, for the preſent Gratifications of the fleſhly 
Senſes, and preſent Things of this Life, which 


you muſt e' re long leave, then are you ſure to 


be diſinherited from the Poſſeſſion of that fu- 
ture Happineſs, which is now offer'd you; and 
your Excluſion from thence will for ever debar 
you from all manner of Comforts, Light, Reſt 
or Eaſe, which you may now enjoy thro' the 
preſent Frame and Connection of Body and 
Soul, for then the Senſations thro' the 
preſent Connection of em in which you had 


ſought for Happineſs, will for ever ceaſe to act 
after 
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after the ſame manner, they now do, and can 
therefore receive none of the preſent Compo- 
ſure, ſo that if the Soul, when it leaves the Bo- = 
dy, be not prepar'd to reliſh ſuch Delights as | 
are ofa ſpiritual Kind, it muſt for ever become | 
loſt to all Delights whatſoever, and become the 
Object of the Triumph of the Devils, and hel- 
liſh Furies, which will then awaken the Con- 
fcience with a Witneſs, whether ir will or not; * 
and put it into the utmoſt Diſt raction and Mad- > of 
neſs, under the incenſed Anger of infinite Juſ- 
tice, and abuſed Love and Mercy, being caft 
out of God's Preſence, as unable ro bear the 

 Glories of his Appearance; into outer Dark- 
neſs where the Allegorical Fi ures of un- 
quenchable Fire and Brimſtone are but ſhadows | | 
of the Subſtance of thoſe ſpiritual Flames of 

God's Wrath againſt irreclaimable Wickedneſs; 
for when Juſtice ſucceeds abuſed Mercy and Pa- 
tience, the Puniſhment, when it comes, may be | 
expected to be proportion'd to the Power and | 

Diſpleaſure of the offended Judge; ſo that you 

had better undergo the utmoſt Sufferings that 

all the Men and Devils in the World cou'd in- 
vent to inflict upon you, than thus to expoſe | 
your ſelves to the fierce Wrath and Diſpleaſure | 
of the Almighty, and tothe Indignation of in- 
comprehenſible Power; tor the ſtronger he is, | 
who gives the Blow, with the more Force it | 
comes ; and the longer it 1s ſuſpended, in order 
to its Prevention, if it be not thereby averted, 

the deeper it will enter. 

You know that, that Fire kindled by the 
wrathful Command of Nebuchadnezzar was of 
| that 
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that Force, that it ſſew thoſe Men, who took 
them up, whom this earthly Monarch had com- 
manded to be caſt into it ; what then muſt the 
Force of that Fire be, which is kindled and 
maintain'd by the Wrath of the Almighty to 
all Eternity, where the Worm dies not, and 
the Fire is not quenched, 

Wuar Madneſs then muſt it be to ſeek for 
Happineſs in thoſe bodily Senſes and Gratifica- 
tions, which muſt for ever ceaſe as to their pre- 
ſent Actings, and leave the Soul not only deſti- 


tute of all manner of Satisfaction, but alſo en- 


flame it with continual Horrors, inextricable 
Miſeries, diſmal Anguiſh, terrible Apprehen- 
ſions, and eternal Complaints to no Purpoſe. 

Fo, x that after this Life there will be no 
Remedy, and that future Offers of Mercy cou'd 
not be embraced were they to be made again, 
may appear from Reaſon as well as Scripture. 


For it is the Senſations properly belonging to 


the preſent Texture or Connection of Body and 


Soul, which put them upon Reaſonings and Diſ- 


putinzs, which way to determine the Choice 
of their Actions, which can only be made Choice 
of in the preſent Union of Body and Soul, thro' 
the preſent aforeſaid Senſations 3 ſo that when 
the Soul ſhall leave the Body and become ſepa- 
rate from it, theſe Senſations, which only be- 
long to their preſent Union (of which ſee in the 
third Section of this Diſcourſe before) muſt 
ceaſe, and fo the determinate Choice made in 
their preſent Union muſt for ever remain un- 
changeable in the Soul now deftitute of muta- 


ble Senſations. And when the Body ſhall come 
to 
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to be reunited to the ſoul, then only the Sen- 
ſations belonging to the Soul, will have any 
Affinity with the Body thus rais'd, which will, 
it ſelf, then become ſpiritualiz'd, and ſo no poſ- 
fibility of Diſputes, Reaſonings, or Argu- 
ments between them then, as now, from 
whence ariſes our preſent Choices of Things re- 
preſented to our preſent Senſes: But then a 
fixed, unalterable, and unchangeable Conditi- 
on will be naturally inftamp'd upon the reuni- 
on of Soul and Body, and a final Judgment 
paſs'd upon em according to their determinate 
or laſt Choice of Good or Evil in this preſent and 
only mutable State of Tryal. 

Is then the purſuing that for Happi neſs, 
which will afford none here, to utter Ruin and 
eternal Miſery, is it not Time to awaken from 
the Lethargy of Security in Senſualities, and 
look about you which way to take to eſcape 
from the Brink of Perdition and endleſs De- 
ſtruction? 
Axp now methinksI can obſerve ſome of 
you, who are come to a ſmall Senſe of Spiritual 
diſcerning to purpoſe and promiſe to your 
ſelves a Time to repent and turn to God, be- 
cauſe you dread the Conſequences of his Diſ- 
pleaſure, but you believe he is merciful and 
will forgive you wheneyer you repent and ask 
him Pardon, and you will therefore purpoſe to 
do it ina little Time, and that you will not 
long defer it. war 
Bur, conſider, there is no Time but Time 
preſent you can aſſure your ſelves of; and if 
it were poſible you cou'd, wou'd you take Li- 
11 
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berty to Sin becauſe God is merciful and ready 
to forgive when you can find Time to fepent? 
Can you thus turn the Grace of God, which 
ſhou'd lead to Repentance, into Wantonneſs ? 
It the Grace of God, that is, his Mercy, lead 
you not to Repentance, bur rather to defer it, 
you are ſo far from being ſecure of it, that ſo 
loag as you coatinue your Neglect, you are 
treaſuring up to your ſelyes Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the righte- 
ous Judgment of God. 

Lr then your Reſolutions be, to repent 
now, leſt you ſhou'd be ſtill as backward to it 
when your determin'd Time ſhall come, that 
you purpoſe to perform it in, if ever you 
ſhou d be continued to it; for then, I fear, 
you wou'd find the ſame if not more back. 
wardneſs to it, and ſo ſtill prolong the ſame 
Purpoſes,and fo on till you might at laſt be tem- 
pted to give it up, and perſwade your ſelves 
that upon your approaching Death, it wou'd 
be ſufficient to depart with, Lord, have Mercy 
Pon ne! 

Tus is a Device of the Devil's to overthrow 
all purpoſe of preſent Repentauce; and as he alſo 
knows that Repentance is ſcarcely practicable 
by any, while they continue entangled a- 
mongſt lewd and profane Com panions, who 
will deſtroy all Purpoſes of preſent Performan- 
ces of this Duty, becauſe their Allurements 
will bind and keep you faſter in his Snare than 


all the Arts beſides, which he is Maſter ot; ſo 
he will not fail to perſwade you that it wou'd 


look diſhonourable and ſneaking in you to de- 


ſert 
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ſert their Company, and break of Society with 
em, and that they muſt needs reſent it; and 
you wou'd alſo become their Scoffand Banter. 
Bur in Order to break of from the Compa- 


ny of the wicked and profane conſider what ex- 


change you will make, you will then be enter- 
tain'd in the Company of religious and good 
Men, whoſe Reputation is of God, and there- 
fore infinitly preferable to the vain-glorious 
Reputation of boldneſs and brayery in preſump- 
tuous Wickedneſs. 

Fox ſuppoſe you were amongſt a Company 
of Madmen, and that they were reſolutely de- 
termin'd to run headlong down a ſteep Hill in- 
to a deep River, with a violent Water-fall; 


and that there were none amongſt them, who 


wou' d be perſwaded to ſave their Lives, by 
deſerting the Company of the reſt ; Do you not 
think it wou'd be your Wiſdom to make your 
Eſcape from amongſt them, tho' they ſhou'd 
laugh you to Scorn for your Cowardice ? 

AxD will it not be an infinitly greater Fol- 
ly to run with wicked and profane Compani- 
ons to eternal Ruin and Deſtruction, rather 
than by deſerting them to ſave your ſelves you 
ſhou'd become obnoxious to their Banter and 
Ridicule ? 


SgLE-Preſervation, and the Fear of Eternal | 


Ruin are generally the firſt Motives to Repen- 
tance, from which Confiderations, if you will 
but duly conſider them, I ſhall hope you will 

now ſet about it without Delay. 
In the Performance of which, tho' the Love 
of your ſelves be the firſt Motive, yet a Love 
to 
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to God is alſo aneceflary Concomitanr, and 
will be mighty helpful ro you 1n the right Per- 
formance of it, and render it much more eaſy 
to your ſelves, and acceptable to God. 
NoTwiTHSTANDING the very Act of Re 
pentance and turning to God, tho” at firſt oc- 
caſionꝰd thro' a Love to your ſelves, will be ac- 
ceptable to him, for, you may obſerye, from 
the various Means he has evidenced his Love 
to you, which muſt be an Argument that he de- 


fires you ſhow'd leave your ſelves alſo, for ſo 


great is his Love to Mankind, that He wou'd 
not that any ſbou d periſh but that all ſhow'd be 
brought to Repentunce. 

Axp that you may make yur Returns of 
Love and Gratitude to God and mix them with 
your Repentance; in the firft Place look into 
the dangerous Srate you were in, by which 
you were laid open to God's Diſpleaſure not- 


withſtanding all the Methods he had taken to 


reclaim you from Ruin the Conſequence of Diſ- 
obedience ; and that you may be convinc'd, if 
you had continued in a State of Sin and Diſobe- 
dience unrepented of, that your Ruin wou'd 
have been of your ſelves, read deliberately and 
conſideringly over the bitter Sufferings of the 
Son of God, the Creator and Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, and who cou'd command all the 
Hoſts of 'em, and yet for the ſake of fallen 
Man, degenerated from his firſt pure Eſtate, 
ſubmitted himſelf to be evily entreated by his 
own rebelious Creatures, and by them to be 
buffeted and ſpit upon, reviled, ſcourged, and 


crucified ; when at the ſame Time he cou'd 
in 
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in an Inſtant have ſtop'd their Rage by with- 
holding from 'em the Breath he at firſt gave 


them, and which they cou'd no Ionger enjoy 


than he pleas'd to continue; yet all this he 


ſubmited to and endured for the Joy that was 
ſer before him of ſaving Sinners that wou'd re- 
pent, believe, and reform their Lives. 

Wert then, tho' the Thoughts of Repen- 
tance may ſeem bitter, the Fruits that attend 
it will be ſweet and delizhttul, and yaſtly o- 


ver-ballance all its preſent Bitters : Indeed if it . 


be Repentance it muſt have its Bitters, for 
hearty Sorrow cannot be without Bitterneſs ; 
St. Peter found it ſo, upon a Recollection of 
his Thoughts after his Denial of Chriſt, when 


he went out and wept bitterly.; but the more 


bitter you find in Repentance, the more ſweer 
you will find in Faith and Reformation of your 
Lives, and then to look back upon yeur former 
Wickedneſs and to ſee what a monftrous Heap 
you had treaſured up againſt your ſelves, 
which might have ſunk you into eternal Ruin, 
and to conſider it pardon'd, thro' Chriſt, upon 
your Repentance and Reformation; will not 
this enflame your Hearts with Love and ardent 
Affection to think what a ſcore of Sins you have 
cancel'd; thro' the meritorious Death and Suf- 
fering of the Son of God foryou ? For our Sa. 
viour himſelf teſtified that to whom much is for- 
given, the ſame loveth much, 

Axpo whoever can teſtify to himſelf this 
Love of God to accompany his Repentance will 
find thoſe ſweets therein, that will even make 
the Bitterneſs of it a moſt pleaſant and palatable 

[ Bitter 


| 
| 
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Bitter, that will give Health to the Soul and 
recover her of all her Sickneſs. 

Fox when once this Love of God is wrought 
in the Soul, it will certainly produce in it, a 
Reformation of Life in Endeavours to pleaſe 
him; for this was the very Mark Chriſt look*d 
for as an Evidence of the Love of his Diſci- 
ples; If ye love me keep my Commandments. 

SINCE then this Love of God is ſo uſeful in 
Repentance, and neceſſary to accompany Re- 
formation; and as you, who are new Penitents 
muſt be Strangers to it as well as an holy Life, 
conſider the following fimilies for your Help 
therein. | h 

SureosE you were under the Sentence of 
Death for tranſgreſſing the Laws of the Nati- 
on, and here comes to you a certain Nobleman, 
who aſſures you he has a great Value and E- 
ſteem for you, and is not willing you ſhou'd 
come to this miſerable End; and that there- 
fore he will ſolicite the Prince on your behalf 
for a Reprieve ; and when he has obtain'd that, 
he will alſo intercede for his Pardon; which 
he doubts not to obtain thro? his extraordi- 
nary Favour with, and Intereſt in him; only 
on Condition that you will promiſe to become 
careful and Circumſpect the remaining part of 
your Life, and avoid ſuch heinous Offences, 
and which if you continue to do, you ſhall al. 
ſo be receiv'd into his Houſe, and be made 
Heir of a Kingdom, | 

Now tell me if ſuch Offers as theſe in ſuch 
Circumſtances, wou'd not make your Heart o- 
verflow with Love and Gratitude ; and theſe 


very 


| . 
[ | 

| 

" 

, 
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very Offers, and infinitely greater, you have 
from Chriſt : Let the Application of the fimily 
help you, thro Faith in his Promiſes, with en- 
flamed Love to him to fend up your Conteſfi- 
ons of Sins with true Contrition, and Inter- 
ceſſion for Pardon, in ſincere Purpoſes and Reſo- 
lutions of Amendment of Life. 

Now again, if you were miſerably poor, na- 
ked, hungry, thirſty, and helpleſs, and are af- 
ſur'd you may meet with Relief by your Appli- 

cation to a certain rich Mun, whoſe Houſe a- 
| bounded with all manner of plentiful Proviſi- 
ons; and ſuppoſe that upon making known ta 
him your extreme Wants, you are taken in and 
cloathed, and have the Comforts of wholeſome 
Nouriſhments in proper Meat and Drink admi- 
niſter d to you, with ſufficient Promiſes that 
the Plenties of his Houſe ſhall ever be your Sup- 
port and Comfort, while you continue thank. 
ful, and live in Obedience: to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of his Houſhold, which are calculated 
for the wiſe Order and mutyal Harmony of rhe 
whole Society belonging to it, 

Now wou'd not ſuch ſeaſonable Relief under 
theſe cogent Neceſſities raiſe in you a ſurprizing 
and enflamed Loye and Thankfulneſs, and pur 
you ypon making uſe of all Opportunities to 
expreſs the ſame by all Acts of obliging Grati- 
tude, and conſtant Dutifulneſs to the reaſonable 
Dictates of ſo great a Benefactor? 

AND behold, there is no Man in the World, 
that enjoys the common Bleſſings of Life, of 
ſufficient Meat, Drink, and neceſſary Cloath- 
ing, but is more indebted to God for em, and 

12 ought 
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ought to receive them with the ſame Love 
and Thankfulneſs; for whatever we Eat or 
Drink, or whatever Comforts or Convenien- 
cies of Life we enjoy, it is from God alone 
that they flow, and we receive em. | 

Lr then all temporal Bleffings raiſe and con- 
tinue in you all holy Reſolutions of Obedience 
and perſevering Duty and Gratitude : Unto 
wowich you are infinitely more obligated, be- 
Cauic e has alſo promiſed that upon theſe Con- 
dicions .1* will at laſt receive you into endleſs 
Joys, N qu ſhall be ſtrip d of all theſe pre- 
ſent Co:nforts, nd make you Heirs of an ever- 
laſting Kingdom of unmoleſted Happinefs, 
Reſt, Joys, and Tranquility, where nothing 
{ſhall ever again moleſt your Peace or run counter 
to the Deſires and Wiſhes of your Soul, which 
ſhall again re-afſume the Body at the Reſur- 
rection, which will then be ſpiritualized, and 
its Conſtitution will be render'd only heavenly 
and Divine, and beyogd the Reach of our pre- 
ſent Apprehenſions. 

Ax D will not all this create in you an enflam- 
ed Love to God? And ſhall not this Love ma- 
nifeſt it ſelf in your ſpeedy Return from Sin 


and Folly, that you may thereby be Partakers 
of the aforeſaid Offers, and eſcape that eternal 


Ruin and Deſtruction, that will be the Wages 
of a continued Courſe of Sin and Diſobedience. 
Lux theſe Conſiderations be ſeriouſly and de- 
liberately entertain'd, and then ſee if you can a- 
ny longer defer your Reſolutions to the Per- 
formance of Repentance, the exerciſe of your 

Faith and Truſt in God, and the Practice of 
_ 'Religion ina reform'd and holy Life. THE 


f\ 
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Tux failings and notorious Sins of David, 
and other good Men mention'd in the Scrip- 
tures, are ſo far from being any Encourage- 
ment to you to defer your Repentance, or con- 
tinue in Sin, that they ought to give you the 
greateſt Caution not todefer ic, and are record- 
ed for your Inſtruction that you ny thereby be 
wari'd to be circumſpect and watcht'! againſt 


"Temptations after your firſt Engagement in it. 


| Fox by the Examples of the Miſcarri-ges 
of Men of Religion and Godlineſs, even inſpired 
Penmen, we may obſerve the frailty of humane 
Nature, and its Weakneſs to comply with Sin 
and Vanity; and from hence we may inter, 
char if theſe Men have been capable thus to be 
overcome to tranſgreſs their Duty to God, 
then how ſhall we be able to overcome the 
Difficulties that lye in the way to Happineſs, if 
we do not ſeriouſly, earneſtly, reſolyedly and 
ſpeedily ſet about it ? 7 
AnD when we have made any Progreſs 
therein, by theſe Examples we are to learn to 
be always upon our Guard, that we may not 
give the Devil an Opportunity againſt us by a- 
ay of his Devices to oyerthrow or weaken our 
Conſtancy in reſolved Perſeverence; and like- 


wiſe that if thro' Inadvertency we ſbou'd again 


be unexpectedly enſnar'd, and drawn into ſome 
vile Act of Diſobedience, we are not thereupon 
to give up the Cauſe, which we hay» underta- 
ken, but then to imitate David and others in re- 
newed Repentance, and by Faſting and Prayer 
to re-ftrengthen, and redouble our Reſoluti- 
ons, thro' Chritt's Aſſiſtance, of future Circum- 

3 ſpection 
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ſpection and Watchfulneſs which muſt be re- 
peated as often as we repeat any groſs Sins ; and 
our daily Frailties muſt be the Matter of 
our daily Humiliation, and Repentance ; and 
we ſhall find the Power and Strength of Temp- 
tations to abate according as we thus thro 
Chriſt, get Power and Strength to reſiſt tkem- 
TukskE are the Uſes we are to make of the 
Failings and groſs Sins of good Men recorded 
in Scripture, which you ſee ought to be Warn- 
ings and Admonitions to us to be watchful o- 
ver our ſelves, after our Entrance upon a god- 
ly Life; their Repentance being only recorded 
for our Imitation. +3 | 
LEr thoſe, then, who have ſinned with Da- 
vid or in Imitation of him, imitate him in his 
| Repentance, and waſh their Beds with Tears 
of bitter Sorrows, until their Fleſh is waſted 
and conſumed as his was : For had not his Re- 
ntance reſtor d him to the Favour of Gods 
his Sins wou'd have been his eternal Ruin, al- 
tho' endued with the Spirit of Prophecy and 
Juſpiration, they being no Aſſurances of Infalli- 
bility, nor of any impoſſibility to fall away from 


the Grace, or Mercy of God, which only of- 
fers Salvation to all in the common and natural 


Way of affording his Help and Aſſiſtance tothoſe 
who ſincerely ſeek it, and comply with his out- 
ward Calls, and inward Admonitions. But con. 
cerning Perſeverance, more in its proper Place. 

bolomon, an inſpired Writer, to whom God 
gave particular Wiſdom aboye the reſt of Man- 
kind, we find was upon a Level with the reſt 


as to the common gift of Grace, and had it in 
his 


— ye 
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his own Choice to make ſuch Uſes of it as 
might either render him Rewardable or Puniſh- 
able, when he ſhou'd be called to give in his 
Accounts how he had not only inſtructed o. 
thers, but alſo govern'd his own Actions by it. 
His Exceſſes in Luſt and Luxury, and all man- 
ner of Senſualities, may convince us that not- 
withſtanding his Gifts of Wiſdom and Inſpirati- 
on, he was a Man of no greater Gifts in Grace 
than common; or elſe he had never made the 
ill Uſe of his Wiſdom to have had his Heart 
withdrawn from God by his Senſualities, and 
thereby have drawn down God's Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt him, ſo that his Kingdom was only con. 
tinued to him for his Father David's Take; and 
not for his own, and for his Diſobedience ten 
Tribes of twelve were rent from the Govern- 
ment of his Poſterity, and only two continued 
in it, which were alſo continued upon the Ac 
count of David his Father, and not for any 


Thing Solomon had done to procure that Re. 


ſerve ; which plainly ſhews that the Anger of 
God againſt Solomon for his Diſobedience, and 
his ill Uſes he made of the Wiſdom beſtowed 
on him was equivolent to the Breach of Truft 
God had repoſed in him. 

Axd Iwiſh his ſuppoſed Repentance in his 
old Age might be real, and deliver him from 
future Puniſhments : But we certainly find 
that the Sufferings in this Life threaten'd his 
Poſterity had their full Effect *. 


y—_— 


* As to Temporal Puniſhments upon Children for their Fa- 

thet's Diſobedience it is certainly moſt wiſely order'd by God, 

to withdraw the Poſterity of wicked Parents from — 
: 4 


4 
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So that neither from the Examples of Men e- 
minent for great Gifts and Abilities, or particu- 
lar Endowments, who have been guilty of the 
moſt eg reg ious Follies and Wickedneſs, and 
have ran counter in their Practice to the Charge 
committed to 'em, Ean any Man make a Shel- 
ter to deter Repentance ? But on the contrary 
it muſt appear, that Repentance and Reforma- 
tion are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, and 
that Delays of *em very frequently end in their 
Non-performance, and involve the Delayers in 
endleſs Ruin: Therefore make no Delay in a Mut- 
ter of ſo great Importance, and put it not of 
from Day to Day. | 

LEr the following Meditations help to for- 
ward your Reſolutions, not to defer your Re- 

ntance. 

For what End came I into the World? Was 
it to pleaſe and gratify, and.indulge my brutal 
Appetite, and bodily Senſes in whatſoever I 
found agreeable to em? For what End do J en- 
joy the Comforts and neceſſary Conveniencies of 
Life? Am I to fix my Happineſs, and to place 
my Love, Delight and Satis faction in them? 

Tis true, I have hitherto been making that 
my higheſt Aim, but what is the Reſult of it? 
Have I found any of the Satis faction I promiſed 
my ſelf there-from ? No, I am yet to ſeek it : 


—  —— — — 
8 


their Examples, that they may be thereby admonifh'd to ſhun 
thoſe Sins of their Fore- Fathers, which occaſioned the Puniſh- 
ment they are now under, that they may thereby be deliver'd 
from the Wrath of God hereafter to be feared in the World to 


Where 


Come. 
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Where, then fhall I find it, or from whence 
muſt it flow? I have been allow'd all the Neceſ- 
faries of Life from ſome Fountain of Goodneſs, 
but never yet duly confider'd from whence they 
proceeded ; and yet the ſame Hand that provi- 
ded them for me, cou'd as eaſily have depriy'd' 
me of 'em, or have render'd me unfit for their 
wholſome and palatable Pleaſures, as he has con- 
tinued them to me, and made them comforta- 
ble and refreſhing to the Support of my Life. 
Bor do I not ſee ſome, who are depriv'd of 
many of the comfortable Supports that J have 
enjoy'd, who ſtill can bleſs God for what they 
do enjoy, and live in a comfortable Expectati- 
on of ſomething more delightful; more dura- 
ble and laſting 3- who do not ſeem to place 
their Affections in the Things of this Life, but 
live in Expectation to attain a Participation of 
the Pleaſures of that inexhauſtible Fountain of 
Happineſs, from whence theſe Streams of Com- 
forts for their preſent Subſiſtance flouß?ꝰ 7 

I cannoT but approve their Choice, ſince 
in my Purſuits, I muſt confeſs, that I am at a 
Loſs : I find there is no Happineſs arifing from 
any Views I have fixed upon whereby to ob- 
tainit : No, nothing but rg and 
Vexations. 

CENTAILINXLV chen it muſt be the Goodneſs of 
God, that he has thus long renew'd his Favours: 
to me every Day, in order to convince me of 
his Goodneſs and great Mercy, waiting to be 
gracious to me, while I am ſquandering away 
my Time in the Devil's Drudgery, and running 
the way to ruin my own Soul, whoſe future 

| Hap. 
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Happineſs was the End of my Creation. 4 can 
find no compleat Happineſs in any thing I have 
here purſued. What can then hinder me from 
ſeeking it where, I am told, it may be found, 
and can obſerve, that they who have made it 
their Buſineſs to ſeek it in that Way, can even 
at preſent expreſs more Satisfaction of Mind 
from thence, than ever I yet cou'd experience 
from all my Purſuits of ſenſual Enjoyments. 

Tnxzxz muſt, then, certainly be ſomething 
ina godly Lite, which I have not yet imagin'd, 
and which I can neyer come to the Idea of, if I 
do not taſte it by Experience. 

I rave been told that Chrif*'s Die is eaſy, 
end bis Burden is light, that his Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and that all his Paths are Peace; 
and I own, I cannot but imagine that thoſe are 
the moſt Happy, that have choſen the Ways of 
Religion and Virtue, and cou'd wiſh my ſelf in 
the ſame Way with 'em, if I cou'd but get into 
it without Difficulty ; I cou'd willingly go to 
Church and join my Voice in the publick Ser- 
vice, and attend the Sacraments, with Confeſſion 
of Sins, and Humiliation before; and ſhew ſome 
Concernedneſs for a while afterwards, if this 
wou'd but do; but then I am perſwaded that all 
this, without a continued Watchfulneſs and 
Spiritual Mindedneſs, is but a ſeeking to enter 
in at the ſtraight Gate, by thoſe, who will not 
be able; no more than it is, by thoſe, who al- 


together depend on thoſe Prieſt's * Abſolutions 5 
. who 
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The Scriptures urged fort the Poet of the Prleſt's Abſoly- 
ens, 


ted; which from the 
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who diſpenſe with the Sins of their Flocks con- 
trary to the Terms of the Goſpel, by pronounc- 

ing Abſolution upon ſuch Terms, which the 
| Goſpel 


* * — — 


tions, are John xx. 23. Whoſe ſarwer Sint ye remit, they art 
ons unto them and whoſe ſarver Sins ye retain, they ars re- 
tained. | 

And to the ame Purpoſe, Matthew viii. 18. Ferit, I ſay 
unts you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye foall hoſe on Earth, ſball be looſed 
in Heaven. | 

And as theſe Words in St. Martbeau have a plain reference to 
the three Verſes immediately preceding, ſo thoſe in $t. John 
muſt have the fame reference to what he had inſtructed his Diſ- 
eiples in, as to the Terms, by which they ſhou'd be directed in 
the remitting or retaining of Sins, which muſt certainly be upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel in which they had been before inſtruc- 

= ah Verſes preceding that in St. Matt betu, 

will gut the Matter in a clear Light, and ſhew us the true In- 
tent of em, and Extent of the Churches Authority from em: 
As above, Mat. xviii. Ver. 15: Moreover, if thy Brother ſoall 
treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault between this and 
bim alone, if he ſhall hear tbes, thou haft gained thy Brother, 
Ver. 16. But if be will not hear thee, then take with tber one 
or tauo more, that in the Mouth of two or three Witneſſty 
Ward may be _— Ver. 17. And if he fall nglic 10 
bear them, tell it unto the Church ; but if he negle4s to haar the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man or a Publican. 

Hereby Brother is meant one that has embraced the Chriſtian 
Faith as well as thoſe Diſciples he was then inſtructing: His 
1 againſt a Brother may imply ſome Act of III- will 
or Malice done to him ; for which he is to be — 4 ad mo- 
niſhed by the offended Brother himſelf, and if hereby he is re- 
claim'd, then is his Peace with God and the Church continued 
without further Concern : If he is not reclaim'd by this, then 
the offended Brother is to tell the Matter to one or two more 
only, who if they cannot, upon their Endeavours, reclaim him, 
they are to witneſs, to the Church, his Obſti and Con- 
tempt of their Chriſtian Admonitions ; and if he ſtill re- 
main irreclaimable upon the Admonitiens of the Church, then 
are the Governors of the Church impower'd to declare that Per. 
ſon to have forfeited the Benefits which the Terms of the Goſ- 
pel offer to Repentance and Reformation; and by the Rejection 
of which he had render d himſelf obnoxious totheir further Re- 
gard, till ſuch Time as he ſhou'd become ſenſible of his Guilt, 
and ſeek again, upon the Terms atorefaid, . 
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Goſpel never warrants, which I ſhall find there 
to be only on Condition of Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life. : 


— ——-¼ 


with Chriſt and his Church; upon which Submiſſion and Re- 
pentance, they are then impower'd to pronounce him looſed or 
abſol ved. 

So that this their Act is an Authoritative Declaration of what 
the Goſpel its ſelf aſſures us will be the Conſequence of Impe- 
nitency, and the Fruits of Repentance, and new Obedience . 
And therefore to the End that Men in Error ſhou'd be made ſen- 


ſible of the Conſequences of their Contempt of the Offers of 


Salvation by continuing in irreclaimable Sins; the Church is 
impower'd to declare them out of the Way of Salvation, and, 
to preſerve due Order and Diſcipline, to forſake Converſation 
with them, in order to make them aſham'd, and to bring them 
to Repentauce. Fer 
Thus from the whole Scope and Deſign of theſe Verſes taken 
together, it appears, that the Church, or Goyernors of the 
Church, had no Power aſlign'd them to bind or looſe contrary to 
what the very Practices of the Perſons thus bound or looſed had 
occaſion'd, who by wiltul Sins firſt bound themſelves from the 
Mercies of God in Chriſt, offer'd in the Goſpel, and ſo ſtood 
bound in Heaven; to convince them of which, they were tobe 
ſo declar'd by, and debar'd from further Communion and Con- 
verſation with the Church of Chriſt on Earth; and ſo muſt ne- 
ceſſarily continue bound from the Mercies of Chriſt in Heaven, 
ti! their Repentance and Reformation ſhou'd again procure their 
Favour with God and Man, and reſtore them to Peace with 
Chriſt, and Communion with his Church, which then ſhou'd 
be given Notice of to the whole Community in an open Decla- 
ration. | 1 
And it is very evident that theſe Verſes taken together can bear 
no other Conſtruction; for who can imagine that Chriſt wou'd 
ever give the prior Authority to his Church on Earth to hisown 
Authority in Heaven ? It muſt be very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
Chriit ſhou'd ever commit his own juſt Judgment, to the im- 
perfect Jndgment of Man; for Reaſon it ſelf will direct, that 
what Judgment Chriſt committed to Man muſt be under his In- 
fluence and Directions how and in what Manner they ſhou'd 
roceed in Judgment. For to imagine that Chriſt wou'd leave 
it to the Judgmentof Men to ſend him who they pleaſe to Hea- 
ven, isjuſt the ſame as to imagine that Heaven may be pur- 
chaſed with Money, as Simon Magus imagin'd thar the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt wou'd. But where the Roman Prieſts can per- 
ſwade the Laity to this, they may well have a rich Trade. 


Trwosr 
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Trose therefore, who repent and amend, 
muſt be the only Perſons who comply with 
Chriſt's Command, to ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtraight Gate; becauſe the others, who only 
ſeek it in outward Performances cannot be 
thereby fitly qualified for it, and ſo be ren- 
der'd not able, 

And ſhall I expect to be entertain'd where no 
Impurity can enter, and will not ſtrive to quali- 
fy my ſelf for the Company of pure and bleſſed 
Angels, and Spirits of ju# Men now made Per- 
fet © 

I ExyEcT it muſt be hard and difficult with 
me to relinquiſh the preſent Habits of Sin I 
have contracted, and at once to forſake my old 
Companions, who will not be preyail'd upon 
to leave their Vices ; I muſt therefore apply my 


ſelf to it with my utmoſt Strength and Reſolu.. 


tion; for it is my ſinful Habits, that have 
made the Gate ſtrait and the Way narrow; but 
I hope to experience, by making a reſolved En- 
trance, that the Way will be Pleaſant and the 
Paths will be Peace to me as well as they are 
to others, whoſe reſolved Diligence has con- 
quer'd the Difficulties, 

I wit, then, no longer continue in Sin, be- 
cauſe thou, O Lord, art merciful ; thy Mer- 
cies ſhall now excite my Love and Thankfulneſs, 
my Sorrow and Shame, that ever I ſhou'd have 
been taken away, by the Streams of thy Fa- 
yours, and removed thereby from the Foun- 
tain from whencc they flow: I will now, O 
Lord, return with the loweſt Humiliation, and 


beg to be admitted, thro Chriſt, intothe Num- 


ber 
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ber of thy loſt Sheep, whom he came to ſeek 
and to ſave ; but what Gratitude, Love and Du- 
ty ſhall I be able to render to thee, O God, for 
thine ineſtimable Benefits beſtow'd on me 2 
moſt 'miſerable Sinner, thou haſt not ſpared 
thy Son to die that I might receive Remiſſion 
of Sins, upon my Repentance, Faith, and Re- 
formation ; I will therefore, thro' thy Grace 
aſſiſting me no longer live unto Sin, but die unto 
Sin, and live unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Urox theſe Reſolutions, you will become 
the Joy of Angels, by cauſing the heavenly In- 
habitants to rejoice, you will hereby engage 
their Miniſtrations to accompany and attend 
you, and their Helps to preſerve you from the 
Snares and Temptations that ſurround you; 
and to aſſiſt you to be under the Government of 
the Dictates of the Spirit in Oppoſition to the 
carnal Deſires of the Fleſh ; which in this State 
will be ever at War in your own Breaſts againſt 
the Spirit; for the more you ſtrive againſt the 
Fleſh, and to be govern'd by the Dictates of 
the Spirit, the more ſpiritual Aid and Strength 
you will procure, and you will engage the 
more of heavenly Company and Aſſiſtance, 
which will give, and encreaſe in you ſuch di- 
vine Comforts, inward Satisfactions and Peace 
of Mind, that you were before perfect Strang - 
ers to, and cou'd have no Idea of. 

Tir me then if this is not worth all Pains 
you can uſe to obtain it, and all the Watchful- 
neſs you can be Maſters of to continue and en- 
ereaſe it; eſpecially when you conſider that it 
is not only the preſent Advantages that will a- 

riſe 
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riſe from it, but that it will alſo lead you to e- 
ternal Happineſs, and uninterrupted Joys, and 
deliver you from everlaſting Ruin and endleſs 
Miſery. 

Lr your Reſolutions be fixed, conſtant and 
unwayering, and henceforth be ahvays abound+ 
ing in the Verb of the Lord, foraſmuch as you 
tnou that your Labour will not be in vain in the 
Lord. 

AND now let me invite you into the Compa - 
ny of thoſe, who I left for a while te call af- 
ter you ; Iam ſure they will be glad to ſee you 
brought into the right Road to Happineſs, in 
which I ſhall endeavour to encourage both you 
and them to continue, and to guard 


loofing your Way 1n the Wilderneſs, 


SECT. VI, 
Of Perſeverance, 


EN once you have taſted the Com. 
forts of inward Peace and Satisfaction 
pf Mind, ariſing from a Courſe of Godlineſs, I 
am perſwaded it will become very difficult w ho- 
ly to relinquiſh the Choice you have thus right- 
ly made of being Religious and Virtuous; be- 
cauſe, the preſent Satis factions that attend this 
Choice can hardly be given up by any, who have 
experienced them. 
Wr are indeed, while in this Life in no ſtate 
of Perfection, nor can we here be perfectly quit 
of our ſpiritual Enemies; far the Fleſh we car- 


iy 
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ry continually; about with us, and the World is 
daily repreſenting its Riches and Honours to 
the Choice of our Happineſs, notwithſtanding 
all our former Denials to take up with 'em; ſo 
that theſe Denials muſt be renewed as often as 
the Offers are made; and if ever it ſhouw'd hap» 
pen that we ſhou'd be unadviſedly betray'd, let 
us make no Delay to return and repent again, 
and to redouble our Guard, where we find the 
Enemy ſooneſt prevails upon us, and be parti- 


cularly watchful againſt our moſt darling Sins 


and beloved Viccs. 

_ Evexy freſh Sin brings upon us freſh Sor- 
rows, and every, rencwal of Repentance re- 
ſtores freſh Peace and Comfort to us, when it 


is perform'd with a hearty Sorrow tor Sin, and 


a ſteadfaſt Purpoſe and Reſolution to forſake it; 
and we ſhall find (as before obſerv'd) that the 
Strength and Power of Temptations will wea- 
ken and decreaſe in Proportion to the Strength 
and Power of our Reſolutions againſt them; 
and the Earneſtneſs of our Prayers for God's 
Aid to affiſt our unwearied Endeavours. 


WE are not to imagine that when once our 


Peace with God and Conſcience is procured, 
that then we may reſt eaſy, contented, and ſe- 
cure, and that our Vork is over, and we are 
ſafe, without further Concern : This wou'd be 
juſt like a Mariner upon a Voyage to the In- 
dies, who finding himſelf for ſome Time in the 
direct Road to the Place he was deſigned for, 
does hereupon .conclude himſelf ſafe, and af- 
terwards neglects all further Accounts or Con- 
cerns of his Voyage, , 


SAINT 
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SainT Paul's Aſſurance of his future Happi- 
neſs was not altogether fixed upon his paſt 
Tranſactions of Repentance and Reformation, 
and the diſcharge of his Truft in the Mini- 
ſterial Office, but upon his Reſolutions to con- 
tinue and perſevere in this Warfare he had 
engaged himſelf in, and was fo far from refting 
in what he had already done, that he pro- 
tefſeth, his Hopes and Affurance did depend 
upon his reſolved Purpoſe to continue the Race 
and Fight he had begun, and enter'd upon, 
as you may ſee in the two laſt Verſes of his 
gth Chap. of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
I therefore ſo run, not as uncettainly, ſo fight 
J not as one, that beateth the Air : But I keep 
under my Body, and bring it into Suljection; leſt 
that by any Means, when I have preached to 
ethers, I my ſelf howd be a caſt- away. 

So that all the Hopes and Aſſurance he any 
where exprefles of the Favour of God, and his 
own future Happineſs wholy depended upon 
his Reſolutions to continue his Guard againſt 
his ſpiritual Enemies; who, he knew wou'd 
ever continue to re- ſtrengthen their Forces 
againſt him, and wou'd take their Advantage, 
if they cou'd but obſerve he ſhou'd at any Time 
begin to think himſelf ſecure and neglect his 
Watch: Rut upon his Reſolutions never thus 
to be ſurpriz'd or taken at unawares, he can 
(upon that Foundation) expreſs his Aſſurance: 
That neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor 


any other Creature, ſhou'd be alle to ſeprrate 
K | him 
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him from the Love of God, which is in Chrift Je- 
ſus, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

Tuls Doctine of Perſeverance our bleſſed Sa- 
viour particularly inculcated upon his Diſci- 
ples a little before his approaching Death. 
Mat. xxvi. 41 Watch and Pray, that ye enter 
not into Temptation. 

In Obedience to which Charge, as St. 
Paul expreſſes all his Hopes and Affurance of 
his Election and future Happineſs, not wholy 
to depend on hi; former Repentance and Refor- 
mation, but upon his Reſolutions of future, 
and continued Watchfulneſs, ſo, in Imitation 
of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 
.he likewiſe very frequently inculcates the ſame 
Doctrine upon the Flocks committed, by 
Chriſt, to his Care, in his ſeveral Epiſtles to 
them: As for Inſtance, in his Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, Chap. vi. from verſe the 10, to 19. 
Finally my Brethren be firong in the Lord, and in 
the Power of his Might, Put on the whole Ar- 
mour of God, that ye may be able to fland againſt 
the Wiles of the Devil; for we wrefile not againſt 
Fleſb and Blood, hut againft Principalities, againſt. 
Powers, againft the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, ugainſt ſpiritual wickedneſs inhighPlaces: 
Wherefore take unto .you the whole Armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withſtand in the evil Day, 
and having done all tefland; tand therefore, ba- 
ving your Loins girt about with Truth, and ha- 
ving on the Breafſt-Plate of Righteo uſneſs, and 
your Feet ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel 
of Peace; above all taking tbe Shield of Faith, 
wherewith ye ſhall he able to quench all the fiery 
| | Darts 
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Darts of the wicked. And take the Helmet of 
Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God: Praying always with all Praye © 
er and Supplication in the Spirit and watching 
thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Supplicati- 
en for all Saints. | 

From this it appears that St. Paul look d up- 
en our preſent State as a continual Warfare, 
and ſhew'd us what grand Engagements we had 
not only enter'd upon, but muſt carry on 
and continue left by relinquiſhing our Guard 
againſt our Enemies, we ſhou'd become their 
Prey, and be led Captive by them at their 
Pleaſure : to prevent which he here directs us 
to ſuch proper Armour, for our continual De- 
fence, that we might be furniſhed with, in all 
Caſes, and at all Times; by having them in rea- 
dineſs againſt all their Attempts and Aſſaults. 

Tart Armour he directs us to, he ſtiles the 


whole Armour of God, and bids us put it on, and 
afterwards repeats it by bidding us to take it to 
4s ; thereby intimating the neceſſity of it; and 
the Reaſons are, that we may be able to fund a- 
gainſt the Wiles of the Devil; that we may be 
able to withſtand in the evil Day, or in the Day 
of Temptation, Trouble or Perſecution ; And 
having done all to ftand, or having taken all 
Precaution or Reſolution z and being by Prayer 
for God's Aſſiſtance, and by watchfulneſs pre- 
rd to ſtand againſt all Aſſaults of our ſpiritual 
8 then he bids us again, fand therefore, 
thereby to redouble our Mindtulneſs of the ne- 
ceſſity of our Watchfulneſs, that having thus 
engaged our ſelves in the Service of Chriſt we 
K 2 may 
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may not be taken Captive by his and our Ene- 
mies, whoſe Service if we will thus faithfully 
continue to adhere to, he will at laſt make us 
Conquerors, yea, more than Conquerors by, 
not only, giving us the Victory in the Conclu- 
fion of the Warfare, bat alſo, by crowning us 
with the everlaſting Rewards of Happineſs, and 
unmoleſted Joys at his own right Hand to al 
Eternity; Hand therefore undauntedly with 
Courage and Reſolution; having your Loins 
girt about with Truth; that you may be preſer- 
ved from the Deceits of Error or Falſhood, and 
from the Cheats that the Devil wou'd put up- 
on you by transforming himſelf into an Angel 
of Light, that he might thereby inſinuate him- 
ſelf into your Fayour to deceive you; But, 
you, having on the Breuſt-Plate of Righteouſ- 
neſ5, or reſolved Intentions not to give your E- 
nemies an Opportunity to take you unawares z 
and your Feet ſhod with the Preparation of the 
Goſpel of Peace, by the Truths of which you 
are prepared to diſcoyer, and renounce all the 
falſe Gloſſes, that the Devil, by trans forming 
himſelf into an Angel of Light, or any of his 
Agents, wou'd repreſent to deceive you. A. 
bove all, taking the Shield of Faith, furniſhing 
your ſelves with a full truſt and Confidence that 
Chriſt will ever be ready at Hand to ſtrengthen 
and aſſiſt you in your Reſolutions in theſe En- 
gagements 3 wherewith you fhall be able to 
quench all the fiery Darts of the wicked : By ſuch 
ſure Truſt in Chriſt you ſhall be enabled to o- 
vercome all the helliſh Devices, that wicked 
Men or Devils can invent whereby to enſnare 


you. | | And 
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4 Aud take the Helmet of Salvation; The Pro- 
| ſpe of your future Happineſs to be your con- 


tinual Guard againſt complying to take up with 
any thing preſent inſtead of it. And the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, to be 
your continual Director, for in it is the Spirit 
of Truth by which ye ſhall be able to diſcover, 
reſiſt and overcome the Spirit of Error and 
Falſhood. * 

Praying always with all Prayer and Supplicu- 
tion in the Spirit, or let your Deſires be con- 
tinually ſpiritual in all Aﬀairs of Life, -and your 
publick and private Prayers and Supplications at 
proper Seaſons, that you may not draw back 
from your holy Reſolutions and Purpoſes, nor 
be deceived in the Proſecution of them : 
Watching thereunto with all Perſeverance ; or 
having a continual Guard over all your Actions, 
and again all Temptations, that during the 
whole Term of this Life will be incident to hu- 
mane Nature, not only to your ſelves bur to all 
engaged in the ſame Conflict; I therefore ad- 
viſe that you make Supplication for all Saints, 
by which mutual Concern for one another ye 
may be ſtirred up to Love and a continual Re- 


gard toanſwer the Petitions ſent up for each o- 


thers Perſeverance in Godlineſs and Conqueſt 
over all Temptations, 

Tur Doctrine, then, of the infallible Perſe- 
verance of the Saints, or that thoſe, who are 
once in a State of Grace, cannot totally fall a. 
way from ir, muſt be falſe and of dangerous 
Conſequences ; having ſometimes given reli- 


gious Men, who have embraced this Doc- 


K 3 trine 
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trine, Ooraſion of ſtumbling, and growing re- 
miſs, ſecure, cold, careleſs and negligent in 
their Duty, and thereby may ſomtimes have 


1 


occafion'd the Ruin of them, by being entan- „ 
[ gled again in Sin, thro' their Neglect to be 
i watchful, who when they have come to a ſeri- 5 


ous Conſideration, (thro? their being prepoſſeſt ; 
| of this Doctrine) have imagin'd, that they ne- | 
i ver were yet in any right Road to Salvation, 
| but only had deceiy'd themſelves in an outward 
} Righteouſneſs, inſtead of the inward : Upon 
which Imagination they began to conclude 
themſelves to be of the number of thoſe, whom 
God had predeſtinated to Damnation (for the 
Doctrine of abſolute Election and Reprobation 
conſtantly chime in with this) upon which ma- 
ny have been thrown into Deſparation inſtead 
of ,Repentance and future Watchfulneſs, ſo 
much inculcated upon us amongſt the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, in almoſt every Page of 'em. 

Tux Propagation therefore of that Doctrine, 
muſt be one, amongſt others, of the Devil's 
Devices, to overthrow, and weaken the Truths | 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and his extenſive Offers 
of Salyation, upon Terms, put into every 
Man's Power to comply with, thro' his Grace 
and Aſſiſtance, which is ready to be afforded to 
al, who fincerely deſire and ſeek it. 

Now the Threat'nings in both the old and 
new Teſtament, againſt thoſe, who turn from 
Righteouſneſs to a Courſe of Wickedneſs, they 
of the Perſwaſion of the infallible Perſeverance 
of the Saints, maintain, that the Righteouſneſs 

mention d of thoſe, was only an outward Righ- 
| deeecuſneſis 


— 
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teouſneſs, becauſe, ſay they, had it been in- 
ward and real, they cou'd not totally have fal- 
len away from it. 

Ix anſwer to which let it be conſidered that 
an outward Shew of Righteouſneſs only, 1s 
Hypocriſy, which is perfect Wickedneſs, but 
ſuch an outward Shew of Righteouſneſs can ne- 
ver be ſtiled Righteouſneſs by the undeceivable 
Spirit of God, being by that Spirit eyery where 
in Scriptures ſtiled Hypocriſy, and accounted 
one of the blackeſt Sins, and againſt which our 
blefſed Saviour pronounced many fearful Woes: 
Whereunto then can a Hypocrite fall away; 
he has no Righteouſneſs to fall from, being 
wicked in one of the higheſt Degrees, and to 
fall away from Wickedneſs muſt be a return- 
ing from Sin, which is ſo far from having the 
Wrath of God pronounc'd againſt it, that on 
the contrary, there are all Promiſes, of Mercy, 
Forgiveneſs and Acceptance held forth in the 


| Goſpel to all that repent, and return frem 


Wickedneſs of any kind, yea, even, tho? ir 


vas from Hypocriſy itſelf. 


Tur Caution St. Paul gives to thoſe, who 
have been once enlightened and taſted the heaventy 
Gift, &c. Heb. vi. 4. not to fall away, it Be- 
ing impeſſible to reueu them again to Repentance . 
will plainly -appear not to be meant of Hypo- 
crites ; if we will but look into the Nature of 
Hypocriſy, which is ſo far from the Nature of 
Repentance, which muſt be here ſuppoſed to 
have once been perform'd, becauſe the reneyy- 
al of it is here ſpoken of, that it is quite the re- 
verſe ; for the Hypocrites Acts of Religion and 

| "0 Devotion 
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Devotion are never per form'd with any Views 
to render them acceptable to God, but to Men, 
thereby to deceive or over- reach then, and if 
by their outward Acts of Religion, they gain 
this End, they will be far, while they continue 
Hypocrites, from repenting of gaining the End 
they purpoſed, and all outward ſhews of Re- 
pentance before Men can never be taken, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, for Repentance towards God 3 
nor can never quality:any with an enlighten d 
Mind, and give them a Tuffe of the heavenly 
Gift, but is ſo far from it that the Hypocrites 
are by their Hypocrily ſunk into Darkneſs and 
a Reliſh or Taſte of nothing but the Pleaſures 
and Gratifications of ſenſual and worldly Ob- 
jects. 

TukrkErokz; this, and many other like Cau- 
tions the Scriptures very frequently remind us 
of, that we may be diligent, circumſpect, and 


- watchful, after our Entrance upon a religious 


Liſe, that we may not again be entangled in the 
Snares of the World and the Devil, leſt we 
ſhou'd be drawn (as Demas was to forſake St, 


Paul's Converſation and Doctrines to enjoy this 


preſent World) to give up our holy Reſoluti- 
ons, and turn Apoſtates, or to open and profeſ— 
ſed Wickedneſs, as if we diſliked the Ways of 
Godlineſs, and the Paths of Religion and Vir- 
tue, and in open Defiance to em, again embrace 
the Snares of Sin, and rurn headlong to De- 
ſtruction z ſince hereby they who thus turn a- 
way from Righteouſneſs lay themſelves under 
an impoſlibility of being renewed again to Re- 

pentance, 
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pentance, and muſt be therefore under an 
poſſibility of being pardon'd. * | 

Bur tho' this ſhewsa Poſſibility of theApoſta- 
cy of the Righteous, and ther fore ought to be 
an Obligation to us to be ever upon our Guard, 
that thereby we may as little as poflible diſturb 
our Peace with God and Conſcience, yet it is not 
the Sins, Which are commonly incident to hu- 
man Nature, nor the Commiſſion of, even, 
ſome groſs Sins, that can thus render us Apo- 
ſtates, but a Return to reſolved and continued 
Wickedneſs, in a malicious Oppoſition to the 
Spirit of God, and natural Reaſon, and thereby 
leaving no more Room for the Operations of 
God's Spirit to renew us again to Repentance. 

Wrorvts fall thro Inadvertancy, Infirmity 
or Unwarily, and are preſently ſurpriſed at 
themſelyes, and return to God by Repentance, 
_ Faſting, and Humiliation 3 with repeated Re- 
ſoluti ons of Circumſpection and Watchfulneſs, 
are ſo far from revolting or falling away from 
their Obedience, and Righteouſneſs, that tho? 
they have hereby made ſome Breaches of their 
Peace with God and Conſcience by the Sins a. 
foreſaid, yet it is again reſtor'd, by the Merits 
of Chriſt, and their renew'd Repentance; by 
whieh Practice every ſuch fall will give them 
freſh Occafion to be ſtill more watchful, and 
not thereby to grow weary and faint in well- 
doing, ſo as at laſt utterly to forſake the ways 
of Righteouſneſs, and thereby to lay, them- 


— oc_ _——_ 
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This is that Sin unto Death, which St. Toba mentions, 
and faith, I do zot ſay that ye hall pray far it, | ſel 
lelves 
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ſelves under an impoſſibility to repent again. 
But let all be affur'd that while they find in 
themſelves an inclination, and Power thro' the 
Spirit of God, to repent, that they are not in 
the ſad Caſe and Circumſtances of thoſe, who 
are Apoſtates and cannot be renew'd again to 
Repentance. 

So that it is poſſible for us to gain and conti- 
nue a well-grounded Hope, and Aſſurance of 
God's Fayour, and our own future Happineſs 

by having begun a religious Courſe of Life, and 
reſolving to continue our Watch and Guard, 
for, as I obſerv'd before, it was upon this Re- 
ſolution that St. Paul expreſſes all his Hopes, 
ndance and Aſſurance of his future Happi- 
neſs, which may be gain'd in the ſame Way, 
by all, in Proportion to their Induſtry in ſeek- 
ing for it, and ſtriving to obtain it, 


Ir is not to be expected you can arrive to it in 


a idle and indolent Manner, as if God had done 
all for you, and you had nothing to do for your 
ſelves. Vour Happineſs is conditionally and not 
abſolutely determin'd, you will never be forced 
to Heaven thro' any abſolute Decree of God 
prior to your Own Endeavours, nor thruſt to 
Hell in Oppoſition to your own fincere Striv- 
ings to avoid it. | 

God has done every Thing neceſſary on his 
Part (allowing you free Agents and rational 
Creatures, and, as is before obſery'd you can- 


not be rational Creatures if you be not free A. 


gents) I ſay he has done every thing neceſſary 
on his Part, to help you, and, thro' Chriſt, 
has put the ordinary Means of Salvation into 


- your 
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our Power, and Choice, by which you may 
be enabled to qualify yourſelves for Heaven 
and the Enjoyment ofhimſelf, which muſt be 
by Holineſs, without which it wou'd be im- 
poſſible you cou'd be fitted to receive any Com- 
forts or Happineſs from his Preſence ; for the 
very nature of Sin continued in, and unrepen- 
ted of, muſt of its ſelf render you incapable of 
partaking of the leaſt Pleaſure or Satisfaction a- 
riſing from the Preſence of ſpotleſs Holineſs ; 
ſo that were ſuch Sinners to be ententain'd in 
Heaven, it cou'd not give emthe leaſt Satis- 
faction, or eaſe em of thoſe dreadful Flames, 
that their beloved Vices had ſet their Souls on 
Fire with, and as they are thereby render'd un. 
fit for Habitation or Abode there, ſo it muſt be 
juſt with God, to baniſh them from the Com. 
pany of the bleſſed, and leave them to the Fu. 
ry of Devils and their own awaken'd, accuſing, 
and enflamed Conſcience burning for ever with 
Fire and Brimſtone, the Fuel which their Vices 
had heaped up and kindled. 

To preſerye us from which miſerable State, 
Chriſt has himſelf taken upon him our Nature, 
and ſuffer'd Death for our Redemption; and 
has put it into our own Power to govern and 
demean ourſelyes ſo, as to eſcape the dread. 


ful Terrors that will attend a Courſe of irre- 


claimable and preſumptuous Sins ; and hath 


left us ſuch Precepts, that by their Directions 


we may embrace; and ever hold faſt the bleſſed 
Hope of everlaſting Life. 


Bor fince it appears that thoſe who have 


made ſome Progreſs in the Ways of Godlineſs, 
may 
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may Poſſibly turn back there- from, without 
continued Care; it will be neceſſary that we al- 
ways remember our bleſſed Saviour's Charge, 
who when he had bidden his - Diſciples to 
Watch and Pray, he adds, and what I ſay unts 
you, 1 ſay unto all, Warcn; Which may con- 
vince us of the Neceſſity of continual Watchful- 
neſs and Prayers for God's Aid and Aſſiſtance, 
that we may continue in well-doing without 
Wearineſs. 

Bur I do, indeed, expect that the Pleaſures 
that will daily flow, and encreaſe upon you, 
from this Holy and Religious Exerciſe, will be 
the more and more engaging to you toperſevere 
and continue in itz that you may never be ſhip- 
wrack'd upon the Rock of Security, for if any 
miſcarry, who have once gain'd Peace with 
God and Conſcience, and taſted the heavenly 
Gift, it is generally by landing upon this dan- 
gerous Rock, inſtead of purſuing their Jour. 
ney in the true way directed. 

Ir you ſhall then unwarily hit upon it and be- 
gin to fink, obſerve your Danger, and lay hold 
on Chriſt by the Hand of Faith, with your 
Frayers for his Preſervation, and he will pluck 
you up again; and Strengthen you to walk ſe- 
curely on the Waves, and conduct you ſafe 
thro' all Perils, and tho' you may meet with 
many Mountains of Difficulty or Oppoſitions to 
withſtand your continued Obedience, yet by 
your Conſtant Applicatiou to, and Faith in 
Chriſt, they ſhall be removed and diſappear. 

Now that Faith in Chriſt to which ſo many 
Promiſes are made in the New Teſtament is 

not 
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not a bare ſpeculative Faith or Belief of the 
Tranſactions there recorded of him; but a firm 
Belief of the Truth of all the Promiſes he hag 
annexed to the Performance of his holy Pre- 
cepts and juſt Commands; and of the Executi- 
on of his Threat'nings denounc'd againſt rhe 
wil ful Contempt and Neglect of em. So that to 
believe in Chriſt is to believe what he ſaid is 
Truth, and as ſuch Belief works in us a Confor- 
mity to his holy Laws; ſo ſuch Obedience will 
inſure to us an Intereſt in all the Promiſes he 
has annexed to our Believing in him. | 

THr1s Belief will not only put us upon pre- 
ſent Obedience, but alſo upon continual 
Watchfulneſs, becauſe Chrift has warn'd us to 
watch and pray, leſt we enter. into Tempta» 
tion, and to encourage us thereto has promiſed 
that his Grace ſball be ſufficient for us; and that 
he will not ſuffer us to be tempred above whit 
we are able: But it muſt be contrary to the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things, to expect he ſhouw'd 
either guard or defend us from future Tempta- 
tions, after our firſt Enterance into his Service, 
without any future Guard or Care of our own. 

Tu Promiſes of his Aid, Suceour, and Re- 
lief in all Caſes of our Spiritual Wants, we may 
depend upon, by our timely Application to and 
Truſt in him; or for his Acceptance of us a- 
gain, after any Inadvertency, upon our ſpeedy 
Return and Humiliation. 

Bor after we have once gain his Favour 
and eftabliſh*'d our Peace with him; what ſhall 
remove us from Perfeverance, and Endeayours 
to encreaſe it? Was not the Sweets of the Ex- 

| pectations 
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pectations, ariſing from a Senſe of God's Love 
and Fayour, ſufficient to carry his moſt faithful 
Servants, thro' all their Sufferings in this 
Life, in Perſeverance, even, thro' the moſt 
ſhameful Death? How then can we be ſo ſloath- 
ful, that the ſame Favours beſtowed on us ſhall 


not engage our continued Guard and Watch- 
fulnefs againſt all Temptations that are common 


to humane Nature in this State ? 

Lr the following Meditations help to ſtreng- 
then you againſt any Relapſe. 

W x = x reflect upon my former Conduct 
and Ways of Proceeding, arid that part of my 
Life wherein I made Choice of the Gratifications 
of my brutal Appetites, and fleſhly Deſires, and 
conſider what was the Reſult of that Choice, 
how that then the only Satisfaction I gain'd was, 
that there was no Satisfaction in them; but on 
the contrary, uneaſineſs, vexation, and a Diſqui- 
etude of my Soul; how uneaſy then was my 
Mind and Spirit whenever I became ſedate and 
thinking, being withdrawn from my jocular 
Companions : My Bed was then no Refreſhment 
to me, when I had not ſtupify'd my Head with 
ſtrong Liquors to take away my Thoughts and 
Senſes z which when awake and regular were 
conſtantly mine Accuſers, and made me roll and 
tumble, and render'd me as uneaſy as if I had 
been in a Bed full of Nettles, in which I cow 
find no Entertainment of Eaſe or Quiet; fo 
that I was no longer free from the Stings and 
Reproaches of Conſcience, than I cou'd ſtifle 
its Clamours, by getting into the Noiſe of pro- 
fligate Companions, who had relinquiſh'd its 

Dictates 
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Dictates, having their Senſes ſtupified with the 
Poiſon of Sin, and cou'd find no Time to become 
Sober and Thinking; and no doubt but mine 
alſo might have ſhared the ſame Fate, had I not 
in Time hearken'd to its ſeaſonable Admoniti- 
ons: And Oh! that I cou'd, even, now bring 
my old Companions to the ſame Senſe of their 
evil Ways, and egregious Follies, which I can 
now my ſelf reject with Abhorrence. 

I ave now ſeen into the Follies of all world- 
ly Affairs, and can no longer embrace them for 
my Portion; for if I look upon the Figure of 
this Earthly Globe and -obſerve its Dimenſions, 
and Riches, and ſuppoſe I cou'd be made Lord 
of it all, and that nothing therein cou'd be with- 
held from me that my Heart cou'd deſire or wifh 
for; yet I find upon ſerious Examination, that 
all this wou'd be far from giving me true Satis- 
faction; for all this wou'd neither procure, nor 
prolong Life, or Health z but perhaps be a 
Means of decaying the one, and ſhortening the 
other, and then what becomes of the promiſing 
Honours, Glories and Grandeurs arifing from 
theſe large Poſſeſſions; large Poſſeſſions! Hold! 
— How can I call em large Poſſeſſions? When 
I look up to the Heavens and behold the innu- 
merable Globes, that the immenſe Space is ſur- 
niſh'd with of vaſtly greater Magnitudes than 
this ſmall Globe I live upon; and may be ſtill an 
indefinite Number of other ſuch Globes inviſi- 
ble to me, and paſt all the Arts and Contrivan- 
ces of the moſt exalted Wiſdom, and Curiofity 
of Mankind to diſcover : What then ſhall I 
think of this ſmall Globe, I inhabit, that * 
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be inviſible to the View or Notice of ſome other 
diſtant Globes and their Inhabitants, as they, 
and their Globes are to us ? If I conſider my 
felf as Lord of this whole Globe nnder theſe 
Compariſons, where wou'd be the Largeneſs of 
my Poſſeſſions? A poor inconſiderate Spot, a 
meer Point: Nay, conſider it as it is in Relation 
to us, who are its Inhabitants ; and I can com- 
pare my preſent Poſſeſſions, but even to an Ant- 
Hill, and my ſelf to an Emmet crawling upon it, 
and ſubje& upon every Accident to be quaſhed 
to dirt; I am then aſhamed that ever I attempt- 
ed to make any thing either in this World, or 
of this Life the Objects of my Satisfaction. 
SHALL I then return with the Dog to his 
Vomit, or with the Sow to her Wallowing in 
the Mire ? Shall I again fin wilfully, deliberate- 
Iy, and of Choice fall away again to a Courſe of 
Wickedneſs thro' a diſlike, and malicious Op. 
poſition to the Ways of Holineſs, in which I 
have only found inward Peace and Comfort ; 
and by this Means, forfeit the Satisfaction of 
the Sacrifice, which Chriſt made for me? To 
what, then, can I apply for Hopes of future 
Pardon, and Acceptance, when I have thus cru- 
cified afreſh the Son of God, and put him to open 
Shame, and thereby diſannuPd the Effects of his 
Sacrifice and Crucifixion, with Regard to my 
ſelf, ſo that there can remain no more Sacrifice 
for ſuch Sins of Apoſtacy ? He died once for 
our Sins, but now Death hath no more Domi- 
nion over him; and tho? he continues to be an 


Advocate wich the Father for Sins of Infirmity, 


he can make no more Sacrifice ſor wilful Apoſtacy 
Bu r 
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Bor why ſhou'd I examine how far I may 
fin, and yet find a Pardon? Shall I endeayour 
to drive as hard a Bargain with Chriſt as I can? 
Shall I hang divided between Heaven and the 
World? No, no, fince I have made Choice of 2 
renewed Heart, I can deſpiſe the Flatteries of 
Temptations, that wou'd endeayour todraw me 
back from Chriſt : I muſt approve this as the 
only beſt Choice I ever made; I have taſted the 
Sweets of it, in Satisfaction of Mind, and Peace 
of Conſcience : I can now: put my ſelf in the 
Morning under the Protection, Guidance, and 
Direction of Chriſt, who will give his Angels 
Charge over me; and at Evening, upon a review 
of the Day paſt, I can reconcile myſelfroGod,and 
the World, aud go to ſleep in Peace with God 
and all Mankind; and charitably pray for the pres 
ſent and eſpecially the eternal Welfare of all Men. 
I can likewiſe upon any Troubles, Loſſes, 
Croſſes or Afflictions comfort my ſelf under them, 
and fly to God for ſpiritual Succour, and 
his Aſſiſtance of ſpiritual Relief, which under 
the greateſt outward Calamities of his Seryants 
hath always been their greateſt Comfort, and 
which has vaſtly ſurpaſſed all their outward Suf- 
ferings z ſo that they cou'd count it Joy to ſuffer 
for Righteouſneſs ſake ; then ſure the ſaine ſup- 
port will enable me to bear comfortably any 
Tryals that are commonly accidental to human 
Nin, which I muſt acquieſe in, and receive 
as fatherly Chaſtiſements to refine and prepare 
me for himſelf. 
I HAvE taſted and experienced the immea- 
furable 9 between a Courſe of Wicked- 


L tiefs 
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neſs and a Life of Godlineſs ; and am ſurprized 
at the mad World that ſo many ſhou'd purſue 
Vanities and gilded Toys, and that the Practice 
of Swearing, Eying, Cheating, and defrauding 
ſhou'd ſo much prevail, even, amongſ thoſe, 
who one wou'd otherwiſe think had not loſt their 


Senſes z but as I have made my Eſcape from a- 


mongſt them, I am reſolved to return no more 
into their Company, except it be with a View 
to invite them from their Danger. 

I am reſolved to keep my Watch againſt all 
Temptations, and not through Security to give 
Way to the ſeven-fold Power of wicked and un- 


clean Spirits to return and make their Abode. 


with me, and thereby to render my /af State 
worſe than my firſt. 

I am reſolved to be reaching forward after an 
Increaſe of Grace, that I may add to my Faith, 
Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and te 
Knowledge, Temperance z-and to Temperance, 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs; and to 
Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to Brother- 
ly Kindneſs, Charity; that I may neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Cows then, you, who have made theſe holy 
Reſolutions, and let me ſhew you, as well as I 
can in the next Section, The Advantages that 
will be reaped by a Holy Life. 


SECT. 


4s 
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N SECT: VII... 


The Advantages, that will be reaped by a 
Holy Life. wig 


YT is you, who have engaged in the Ways of 
& Godlineſs, and-refolye to purſue them, I 
ſhall now apply my ſelf to; only by the Way, I 
wou'd adviſe ſuch, who are yet Strangers to it, 
to come and hear, that they may alſo be invited 
to enter into the Houſhold of Chriſt, for his 
Houſe is not ftraitned that they cannot find 
Room, if they will but qualify themſelves for 
it by knocking, ſeeking, and ftriving for Enter- 
tainment: His Houſe and Proviſion will ever en- 
large, as he finds, Gueſts to come into it; and e- 
very freſh Gueſt gives new Joys to its Inhabi- 
tants; and Oh! that I cou'd perſwade, even, 
all, who have not yet ſet heartily about the Bu- 
ſineſs of their future Welfare no longer to delay 
it. 


Cows then and let the Recompence of the 
Reward; which they are entitled to, who have 
already reſolved upon it, and which you may 
have a Right in upon the ſame Conditions, in- 
vice you into the Practice of Repentance, Faith, 
and Reformation; the Advantages of which I 
dome to ſhew you, who have already engaged 
in them, and are reſolved to purſue them. 

Ax you rich in this World? Then have 
you found your Riches a Blefling, and not a 
Snare to you; and the more you have ſer your 
Hearts to do good with 'em, in due Proportion 
to your Subſtance, the more preſent Satisfacti- 
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on will ariſe to your own Minds; and every 
Act of Charity you do to the neceſſitous, in 
feeding the Hung y, cloathing the Naked, vi- 
ſiting, and relieving the Sick, and Impriſon'd, 
will give a reciprocal Joy to your ſelves from 
the Joy of the Neceflitous, upon your ſeaſonable 
Relief, which cannot fail to redound to your 
lelves from ſeeing the Joy and Comfort ariſing 


to them from your Bounty and Charity, ſo that 


it will excite you to bleſs God, who has made 
you capable to adminiſter Seaſonable and Com- 
fortable Relief to their Wants and Neceſſities; 
for as it is a great Comfort to the neceſſitous 
to receive your Relief, ſo your Adminiſtration 
of it where it is really wanted, will leave a mu- 
tual Comfort upon your ſelves, from the innate 
Concern of human Nature one for another; and 
not only ſo but a greater Satisfaction will ſtill a- 
riſe from your Acts of Charity upon the Account 
of the ſure Promiſes of God of your future Re- 
ward, and that Chriſt ſets all ſuch Acts to his 
own Account, and will certainly repay them. 
Vo v have alſo the Comforts of becoming 
Exemplary in your Lives and Converſarions, be- 
cauſe you are placed in higher Spheres than o- 
thers, ſo that your Righteouſneſs will not be 
only to your ſelves, and redound to your on 
private Welfare, but will extend its IMllumina. 
tion as far as your Concerns, and Characters; 
and not only your own Houſhold, Neighbour- 
hood, and Tenants, but alſo the very Objects 
of your Charity, and as many as ſhall have any 
Concerns with you, and many alſo, that ſhall 
but hear of your ſpreading Reputations, which 
—— 
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will carry along with them true Honour, and laſt- 


ing Eſteem, will be induc'd to imitate your Ver- 


tues, in ſuch Degrees, that their different Cir- 
cumſtances will admit of: And how comforta- 
ble muſt it be to ſee Virtue, Religion, and God- 
lineſs thrive and flouriſh by your ſhining Ex. 
amples. So that the Advantages of your Vir- 
tues, above others, are very conſiderable, and 
vaſtly great *. 


ARE you Poor, or in low and mean Circum- 


ſtances in the World? Your Rizhteouſneſs 
may indeed labour under ſome Diſadyantages ſo 
that it will leſs become imitable; yet it will 
give you Veneration and Eſteem with all good 
Men, it will put you under the Care and Con- 
duct of Chriſt, and the Guardianſhip of his An- 
gels, and will afford you thatPeace of Mind and 
inward Satisfaction, that will be able to ſupport 
you under all outward Calamities of this Life, 

ou will alſo have ſuch a Meaſure of this 
World's Good, as God ſees will beſt tend to 
your ſpiritual Welfare; and either by your own 
honeſt Endeavours enable you to procure a Suf- 
ficiency of the comfortable Supplies of Life; or 
elſe by your proper Application for Relief, will 
open the Hearts of. your Fellow Chriſtians to 


afford it you while in this Life, and at laſt re- 


ceive you to the everlaſting Treaſures of his 
Kingdom. 
 ® The eoderary may be obſerv d from the contrary Practice of 
rich Men; how ſad then muſt it be for rich Men to be vicious, 
and to lay a Foundation for the Growth of Vice, which will 
alſo thrive and encreaſe by their Examp'es ? How ſhou'd theſe 
Conſiderations excite rich Men to be Virtuous, as well for the 
Sake of others as themſelves! The ſame Inference may likewiſe 
be made in Proportion to the Truth of all Men. 
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ARE you Parents of Children, or Maſters of 
Servants ? Then you will have the inward Sa- 
tisfaction that your Examples will give a dou- 
ble Engagement to your Admonitions, Coun- 
ſels, Advice, and Corrections, when neceflary ; 
and create in em a readineſs of Obedience, to 
all your lawtul Commands. 

Azz you Children, or Servants ? Then you 
will have the Satisfaction of giving your Pa- 
rents, Maſters, or Miſtreſſes, that true Delight, 
and Complaiſancy, which muſt be the natural 
Reſult of your Obedience to em: And the 
Faithfulneſs of your Diſcharging that Truſt 
committed to you, will gain you the Favour 
of God, and a Reputation amongſt all good 
Men; and a Blefling to attend your future 
Concerns and Affairs; You will hereby become 


the Care of the Angels of God, who will ac: 


company and attend you, to miniſter ſuch Com- 
forts to you as you ſhall ſtand in need of for 

your preſent Support, and ſuture Welfare 
ARE you Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt ? 
Oh! then what blefled Influences will attend 
your Labours? Your ſhining Examples will add 
an hundred fold Force to your Inſtructions, 
Admonition, Counſels, Advice, Reproofs and 
Exhortations; and give Life and Energy to eve- 
ry Sentence that ſhall drop from your Lips, ſa 
that they will enter the Hearts of your Hearers, 
prepared, by your Examples, to receive the 
Seed of the Word of God, which will bring 
forth the more abundantly ſrom your former 
Care of Preparing the Soil, by doing that your 
ſelves, which you inſt ruct them in the Practice 
of 
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of, The Advantages therefore of your Virtues 
are very conſiderable as well as thoſe before ob- 
ſery'd of the Rich, 

AxD what mutual Comforts muſt then ariſe 
between ſuch Minifters and ſuch Flocks, even 
under the Expectation of a happy Meeting 
before Chriſt, ar the Reſurrection of the Juſt ; 
when the Miniſters ſhall be able to preſent 
their Flocks before him, as the Fruits of their 
* Labours, and the Purchaſe of his Blood ? I 
ſay, what Comforts at preſent muſt ariſe from 
theſe Expectations? : 

Bur then, what will be the Fruition and En. 
joyment of thoſe eternal Treaſures, which Chriſt 
will put all his faithful Seryants, Rich and Poor, 
Maſters and Servants, Parents and Children, 
Miniſters and Flocks, into the Poſſeſſion of, 
when he ſhall ſay unto *em all together, Come 
ye bIsfſed Children of my Father inberit the King- 
dem prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World? 

Ou! then, how will the Podr rejoice to ſee 
their Debts repay d, and the Rich ten thou- 
ſand fold rewarded ? And then, how will the 
Rich rejoice to ſee the Objects of their former 
Charities, the Favourites of Chriſt and their 
Poyerty turn'd into Crowns of Glory ; and 
this perhaps owing, in a great Meaſure, to 
their tender Concern for '*m, when they were 
the Objects of their Pity and Relief; by the 
aa Applications of which, they were pro. 
bably invited to the Imitation of their Virtues, 
ia Religion and Godlineſs? 

Wirn 
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Wirn what mutual Joys will Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants congratulate 
each other upon their Entrance into theſe Poſ- 
ſeſſions, that they thro the Expectation of here, 
had encouraged each other i in Religion and Vir- 

tue, the ouly Means to procure em? 

Ax p what Tranſports then will fill the Hearts 
of Miniſters to ſee the Fruits of the Labours, 
Cares, and Cencerns of their Seed-Time end 

in ſoplentiful a Harveſt? Oh! then what Joys. 
will their Flocks abound with to ſee their Mini- 
ſters ſo infinitely rewarded for all their Care and 
Concern for their eternal Welfare ? 

Tavs every one's Joys will be reciprocally 
Additional: Here are the higheſt Extaſies of 
Delights, and united Love; which are not ſhoxt 
and tranſient, not vaniſhing or fading ; but per- 
manent and durable, encreaſing, and everlaſt- 
ing : They vaniſh not in the Enjoyment, but 
in the Poſſeſſion will be exceedingly above our 
moſt raiſed Comprehenſions, and preſent Ex- 
pectations; our moſt extenfive Imaginations, 
here, can neyer fathom thoſe inconceivable and 

| inexpreſfible ſpiritual Enjoyments. 

How then can we caſt an Eye into Futurity - 
and its Treaſures, and be taken up with the Tri- 
fles of this Life, or in the vain Fruition of 
worldly Enjoyments ; all which in a very ſhort , 
time, we muſt be ſtrip'd of by Death, which 
tho” it is ſhocking to Nature to think upon, and 
we are aſſured we muſt go thro” it, and leave 
this Abode and all the preſent Pleaſures of Life; 
yet by the Advantages of an holy Lite, the Ter- 
rors of Dearh 4 it ſelf are taken away, and can 

even 
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even make the Apprehenſions thereof eaſy to 
the Mind, which wou'd otherwiſe be dreadful 
and tormenting ; So that an holy. Life will re- 
move all the dreadful Terrors of Death ir ſelf, 
and make the Thoughts of our Paſſage Eaſy and 
Comfortable; which when we have once paſ- 
ſed thro”, we fhall (being qualify'd by Holi- 
neſs) immediately enter into the Care and Con- 
duct of Angels, and be receive'd into the Soci- 
ety of all the holy Saints and Martyrs and god- 
ly Men of all the Ages of the World, that we 

ve, or have not, either heard or read of, or 
known; and be admitted into their Communi- 
on, and with them behold and enjoy the Glo- 
Ties of our Creator and Redeemer, in the Eſ- 
ſence of the Divine, and Exaltation of his hu, 
mane Nature, and never more become ſeparate 
from his moſt deſirable, and Soul raviſhing 
Preſence ; The Expectation of which cou'd 
make St. Paul * chooſe Death rather than Lite, 


— 


* St. Paul very probably in one of his moſt ſpiritualized Re- 
tirements and Meditations upon the inexpreſſible Glories and 
Joys of Chriſt's ſpiritual and heavenly Kingdom, was thereby 
raiſed above himſelf, and for the Time, almoſt in its very En- 
joyment 3 ſo that he was, as he expreſſeth it, caught up into 
the third Heaven or Paradiſe, being ſo far ſpiritualized that he 
was raiſed quite above his bodily Senſes; ſo that he could nat 
diſcover whether or no his Spirit was confin'd to his Body during 
the Tranſport : In which ſpiritual Flight and Extaſy, being in 
Danger of being exa/ted above Meaſure, as being either yet in 
the Body, or ſent back into it, there was, faith he, given to me 
4 Thorn, in the Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me; for. 
this Thing ] beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
me. Which I take to ſignify his Return to the common Infr- 
mities of the Fleſh, from which he entreated :hrice he might 
þave been deliver'd, and continued abſent from, that he migne 
have remain'd in that preſent Enjoyment : But Chriſt, who had 
more Work for him to do in the Body, return'd him Anſwer ; 


My 
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or to be diffolv'd that he might be with Chris; 
he'cou'd be content with Life during his Plea- 
fure that he might be a further Inſtrument of 
perſwading others to aecept of the Offers of 
Chriſt's Mercies upon Goſpel Terms. 

And I doubt not, but whoever makes a Pro- 
ficiency in Godlineſs will find the Apprehenſions 
of Death leſs and leſs terrifying to Nature in 
Proportion-to their Faith in Chriſt and Duty to 
him ; who by his Death hath taken away its 
Sting and made the Apprehenfions of it much 
more eaſy to all kis true Followers, 

- An» wherethe Apprehenſions of Death are 
made eaſy, then muſt all States and Conditions 
of Life be fo too, for this will enable us to re- 
ſign our Wills to God's; and in all Circumſtan- 
ces to ſtrive after true Contentment; and endea- 
your to be as uſeful as we can while it ſhall pleaſe 
God to continue us here, that we may at laſt 
give up our Accounts with Joy to Chriſt, ac 
cording to the Truſts and Talents he had com- 
mitted to us, whether they were Riches or 
Knowledge, or both; whether we were Maſ⸗ 
ters or Servants, Parents or Children, Paftors 
er Flocks, or whatever elſe we were, whether 
Bond or Free; this will entitle us to an Entrance 
into the everlaſting Glories of that inexhauſta- 
24 | 
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My Grace is Fl © far thee, or altho' thou mayſt not yetenj 

the G'ories thou haft had ſo great a Taſte of in this Tn 
and Revelation, I having yet more Work for thee to do on 
Earth, yet my Grace will be ſufficient (thro' all thy Tryals, 
Troubles, Temptations and Infirmities, while in the Body) to 
conduct thee ſafe tothe unmoleſted Joys of my Preſence, when 
thou haſt finiſhed that Work; I have appointed thee to do for 


my Church upon Farc h. bt 
18 
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ble Fountain of all Perfections, and Happineſs 
Delights, and Satisfactions of the adorable un⸗ 
originated Eſſence of the undivided Trinity, 
whoſe Diſtinctions of Father, Word, and Ho- 
ly Spirit in their communicable Goodneſs to us, 
thall concentre in one undiyided Eſſence, and 
God become AlL in ALT. 

I 8naLL conclude with the following Medi- 
tations. 

Wurx I read over the Holy immaculate 
Life and Converſation of our blefled Redeemer, 
how he went about doing Good and working 
Miracles to confirm the Truth of his Doctrines, 
and conſider how ſweet his Company and Con- 
yerſe myſt neceffariſy have been to his 
co- temporary and beloved Diſciples, Oh! how 
am I enflamed wich a Belief of what Hap- 
pineſs they muſt enjoy from his Divine Pre- 
ſence, even in his Humiliation, when even the 
very Narative of it fills my Heart with ſuch 
feeling Love to him, that I cou d have thought 
it the greateſt Happineſs of this Life to have 
enjoy'd it here in ſach mean and low Circum- 
. ſtances ; then how much more muſt the defire 
and Expectation of the Enjoyment of it, in 
his moſt exalted Glories in Heaven, raiſe and 

' raviſh my Soul? 

Wuen I conſider, O Lord. what thou haſk 
done and ſuffer d to bring Mankind into the 
Way of Salvation, that thou haſt ſuffer d a moſt 
ſhameful Death to bring us to Life, and haſt 
looſed the Adamantine Bars and Bolts of Death, 
by thy Reſurrection from the Grave to deſtroy 
its Dominion qyer Mankind, and te FR 

"QT 
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for us, and enſure to us, alſo, a Reſurrection 
to Lite and Immortality; how does this fill me 
with the comfortable Hopes and Expectation 
of the Enjoyment of thy Preſence in everlaſting 
Glories, where I ſhall not enjoy thee in thy 
Meanneſſes, but in thy moſt exalted Perfecti- 
ons, and not for a ſnort Time but to all Eterni- 
255 when and where nothing can be able to 
ſeparate me from thy Preſence, nor rob me of 
thoſe full and compleat Satis factions it Affords. 

WHen I read of thy Appearance to thy Diſ- 
ciples after thy glorious Reſurrection to com- 
fort, ſupport and'' ſtrengthen them; mechinks 
the ſame Comforts enter my Soul. 

Wu I read the Paſſage of thy Accompany- 
ing thy two Diſciples to Emmaus, and of thy 
talking with them by the Way, before thou 
hadſt made thy ſelf known unto them; and that 
thou waſt known unto 'em by breaking of 
Bread; does not then my Heart burn within 

me as theirs did ? And ſhall I not then up and 
ſeek after thee amongſt the reſt of thy Diſci- 
ples and true Followers, until with them I _ 
ſhall not only .enjoy thy Preſence for a Time 
but for ever ? 

AND now, O Lord, as thou didſt enter the 
Room amongſt thy Diſciples the Doors being. 
ſhut, ſo do thou, O Lord, enter into, and take 
Poſſeſſion of my Heart; and as thou art now 
aſcended into Heaven, ſo let my Heart and Af- 
fections aſcend thither to thee, that they may 
attract my Soul to the everlaſting Comforts and 

Glories of thy immediate Preſence, | 


Ax n 
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Axp now, O Lord, in the midſt of my Re- 
tirements and Spiritual Meditations, when 1 
can ſend up my Soul, as it were, to Heaven, 
how ſweet are the Raviſhments and “ Tranſ- 


ports 


o 
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* All Tran ſports and Raviſhments are not of the Spirit of 
God; it being an Artifice of the Devil, by transforming him- 
ſelf into an Angel of Light, to deceive, who he can, with the 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm inſtead of it, which he endeayours to re- 
preſent as a Spirit of Truth, by giving them a Zeal, as they i- 
magine, for the Cauſe of Religion, and then will elevate and, 
carty them on with a flaming Fury, in which they have, many 
1 imes, profeſs d themſelves engaged in the Cauſe of God and 

ruth. 

But to diſcover and diſtinguiſh betweenthe Spirit of Gcd and 
Truth, or of the Devil and Falſhood, we muſt try the Spirits 
Inteations we are govern'd by. 

Whoever, in any of their Tranſports, Extaſies or Rayifh- 

ments, are carried away from a mutual Love, and Concern for 
all Mankind, or tho' they profeſs to have it, and in Zeal for 
their ſpiritual Welfare, will ſeek to procure it for 'em by War, 
Bloodſhed,. and Slaughter, and to convince em, of their Loye, 
and Concern for 'em, and good Will to 'em, will either force 
em into their Communion or de'troy em: I ſay, whoeyer are 
perſwaded, by ſuch kind of Spirit, that this is doing God Ser- 
vice ; let their Flights of Extafies, Tranſports and Raviſhments 
be carried never ſo high, and their Zeal never ſo faming, it is 
not of the Spirit of God and Truth, but of Enthuſiaſm, Big- 
gotry, and Falſhood, which proceed: from the Devil. 

This condemns Bigotry of any Kind, as the turning of Church. 
es into Stable, and burning Common-prayer Books out of Zeal 
for Religion : Or on the other hand pulling down Meeting- 
Houſes, or any Places erected for Religious Aſſemblies; 
tho? different Perſwaſions in Points of Worſhip may be matter 
ef our Diſputes, they ought not to be the matter of Quarrels, 
nor to cauſe our Pulpits to ſound Alarums to War: For the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt frequenly laid down their Lives in Defence of 
their Doctrines, but never took up Arms to defend them. | 

Whatever Comforts, Extaſies, Raviſhments, and Tranſports 
oceed from the Spirit of God, can never be contrary to the 

| Pruits of it; which are Love, Foy," Peace, Long ſuffering, Gen- 
tleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meetneſi, and Tempcrance, againſt juch 
there is nw. Law. Gal. v. 22, 23. | , 
For even in the higheſt Perſections of mutua} Love, unmo- 
leſted Joy, and everlaſting Peace, will the Happineſs of Hea- 
Ven 
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ports I feel in Converſing with thee? In whiel 
Icou'd with St. Paul covet to continue; but 
quickly feel that Fleſh and Blood are not capa- 

ble long to bear it, but Iam thereby remand- 
ed back to purſue the Concerns belonging to 


my preſent State; and muſt now content my 
ſelf with only ſome faint Taſtes and Reſem- 
blances of thoſe ſpiritual Joys, which 1 now 
live in Expectation of and will be the Reſult 
of my contimied Obedience to the holy Laws 
and wiſe Precepts thou haſt directed to bring 
me to thy ſelf; I will therefore leave my Heart 


o 
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1 ven, in 4 great Meaſure, cenſiſt: There is Love, but no Envy 3 
1 Joy, but no Grief ; Peace, but no Effects of Anger, can ever 
enter into theſe bleſſed Pofleſſiong. : 

And Oh! how happy wou'd this World's Inhabitants be, if 
they wou'd bnt once reſemble theſe _ Delights by doing 
God's Will on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; then wou'd Big- 
gotry and Enthuſiaſm vaniſh and diſappear ; and all inward Joys 
and Tranſports from the Spirit of God and Truth, and 
be the very Taſtes of the Joys of Heaven it ſelf, in repreſenting 
its united Raptures of reciprocal Love, and mutual Tranſports 
of unmolefted Joys; of which, while we are here, we muſt 
only be contented with ſuch ſmall Taſtes and Reſemblances that 
our Aſpiration after it are capable to afford. 

But in Heaven nothing can ever break thro to diſturb or leſſen 
that Peace and Joy, which will ever be above our moſt elevated 
Apprehenſions, Conceptions and Expreſſions, while we live in 
this preſent World. 

For if Fleſh and Blood cou'd reliſh, or fully conceive, and 
expreſs the Joys of Heaven, we ſhou'd then find this Life a Bur- 
den, and not worthy of our Care or Concern : But as God has 
ereated us with Bodies as well as Souls, fo he has given us ſuita- 
ble —— T . or. we 2 in our ſelves —— 
penſity to eek after the neceſſary Supplies of out 
Bodies ; and have likewiſe ſo much of the 2 of 
Heaven repreſented to the Reach of our ſpiritual Capacities, as 
may enable us with Diligence and Chearfulneſs to ſeek- after 
them alſo ; but by the Shortneſs of our Comprehenſions at pre- 
font, we are enabled patiently to wait for them ; otheryiſe we 
mou d think Life too tedious, the" ſo very ſhort, | * 
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and Affections with thee, and lodge my Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, while I finiſh my Warfare 


on Earth, and endeayour to make good the 


Diſcharge of my Truſt in the Improyement of 
thoſe Talents, which thou haft committed to 
me, that ſo at laſt I may come to enjoy for e- 
ver thoſe heavenly Treaſures, upon which my 
Heart and Affections are fixed, being ready 
to give up my Accounts with Joy, having my 


imperfect Obedience made acceptable thro' the 
unerring Obedience of thee, my bleſſed Re- 


deemer, and to receive that blefſed Sentance, 
Well done good and faithful Servant, enter thou 
into the Foy of thy Lord. 
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